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pny om tears, gg my tg yee Fall ing, 

9. Twill walk before the Lord inthe ‘Land of the living. 

14. l will pay my vows unto the Lord nowin the prefeace of ali 
his people. 

Vfaiah 38.18. For the Grave cannot praife thee, Death cannot 
celebrate thee ; they that go down into the pit canaot hope for 
thy Truth. 

19. The living, the living,be fhal praife ther,as I do this day, gc. 
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To fuch whom the Lord hath kept 
alive inthe time of fo great Death 
by the Plague in the Land , efpe- 
cially inthe City of London. 


sNawe He defign of thefe lines, is 
Al ewan either to commend the 


ey 


sey GAR Author , nor the Book, 
fee whichin thefe few follow- 
ing fheets is prefented to your view 
the former being as needlefs to them 
that know his Perfon, as the later to 
them that read his Direétions ; but 
I would commend the Subjeét (being 
fo feafonable) to your perufal, and 
the Duties (being fo neceffary_) to 
your PraGice. It was the faying of 
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The Epiftle. 
a Learned Divine, who had the 
bonour of being made a\:Prifoner, as 
mell as Minifter of the Lord, That 
it was great pitty there were nomore 
Frifoners of Fefus Chri, to write 


a 


fongs of his love: Iwill not fay I could 


this late Dreadful Plague, remain- 
ed in this, then Doleful place j which 
to the. Countries feemed more. formi- 
dablethan a Prifon ; but I believe 
that many of you whofe Calling and 
Duty did tye your hands and feet,and 
feut you. up.in the City, bave found 
fuch -fweet experiences of the Lb0d- 
ae/s.and love. of God, that they will 
berecorded’; And---68, will be re: 
membred by you with thankefulne|s 
fo long ayou'live.. 

‘ou have feen the Deftrojing An- 
gel entering the City and Death 
riding upon the Pale Horfe Trium. 
phant in the firects,Arrows foringsthe 
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wilh that more of our Citizens hadin 


‘ee ie piltle, 


fl fword bathed, Garments rouling in 
a blood ,- and this grim Conqueror 
at breaking in\upon Houfés without re- 
| Ppfance, taking Captive, Men, Wo: 
; men and. Children; and clapping 


them up:inthe Prion of the Grave; 
where. theymuft remain faft bound in 
his chains of darkenels, untill the 
opening of the doors , by hin who 
hath the Reys of the Grave, who ha- 
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; ving Conquered Death bimfelf , will 
ib at his appearance loofea the Bonds 
‘Ad 

| 


it | may fland before bis Fudcement Seat; 
i! tocreceive their Final Dooms. In 
|< themidft of which /laughter and Cap- 
I | trvity, the Captain of your Salva: 

| tion hath ftood by you, “held bis fhield 
| over you 5: fet hes mark upon you, and 
ik | grven you fingular experience of bis 
| Power and:Goodne/s in jour prefer 


of all Deaths prifoners, that they iq 


mh vation. Kou kaye beenin a florm, 
WY Godhathfoorn son bin wonders\in 
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The Epittle, 


the Deep, and when fo many Ships 


have been caft away before your 
eyes, and fo many FPerfons have 
been devoured by the cruel Waters, 
and your felves inviron’d witb 


waves on every fide,yet the Lord hath 


kept you alive , like Jonah in the | 


Belly of the Sea, or made a way for 
you to pafs through , when fo many 
not onely Egyptians, but \fraelites 
have been drowned; you have been 
inthe water, but the Lord hath been 
an Arke about you: You have been in 
the fire like the threeChildren, but 
iheSon of God bath walked with you, 
and [uppreffed the violence of the fire, 
thatit bath not prevailed over you ; 
you have been like the Bufh which 
Moles faw burning, but was not 
bura’t, becaufe God wasinit. 


days, and black, Bills of Mortality, 
where you have had account of fo ma- 


And. 
when you look back upon thofe dark, 
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The Epittle. 

ny thoufands dying for fo many weeks 
together : Do you not wonder at your 
firange efcape? Do you not look up- 
on your felves, as Brandspluckt out 
of the fire? And mufi you not ac- 
knowledge itis the Lords mercy you 
are not confumed ? You who have 
continued in the City in the time of 
the Plague , when fuch throngs of 
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: people have been crouding out of this 


world daily into another, have had 
fingular advantages of looking into 
and preparing for Eternity, which 
few think of with fixed ferioufnefs, 
till they be awakened by fome dange= 
rous ficknefs , whereby withal they 

are ufually fo weakened in body 

and {pirit, that they are rendred un- 

fit for fuch cogitations ; but tobe im 
fuch danger, whilft in fo good bealta, 
and in {uch Leafure from encum- 

bring employments, I doubt not but 
it hath effeEtually moved many of 
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you to foar aloft in your thoughts and. 


Meditations, thatyou might take a 
view of the other Country, which the 
Scripture doth fet forth, of the City 
which bath foundations, whofe buil- 
der and Maker w God... -I believe 
the wicked bave had dreadful ap- 
prebenfions of the burning lake,of the 
Ocean of Gods wrath, which every 
day they were ready to launch forth 
inta; and that bowever fome have 
been hardened, and are as bad, yea 
worfe than before ; yet L hope others 
have been ‘fo awakened with this 
dreadful Providence ,that they have 
been effestually perfwaded to Repen- 
tance and Faith in Chrift, who alone 
can deliver from the wrath which is 
to come; L believe that others have 
had deeper impreffions of Eternity up- 
on them; thanever they bad in their 
tives, which the borders thereof, on 
‘which they have been walking have 
given 


The E piftle, | 


oe nectar, 


cating your lives to.the Lord, if be 
would be pleafed to fpareyour lives : 
Take heed of dropping afleep again 
after you have been awakned ; of re 

urning again unto fin after it hath 
been inbittered of forgetting or a- 
bufing Gods mercy after fuch a won- 
derful prefervation ; retainthe fame 
thoughts of fins evil and the worlds 
vanity , of the worth of true Grace 
and Chrifis beauty; retain the im- 
prejions you bad of Eternity, when 
you were fo near it in your appreben- 
fions; bath God laid obligations up- 
on you by his prefervations and deli- 
verances? And bave you laid obli- 
gations uponyour felves by your pur- 
pofes 
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 pofés and refolutions. Labor then 


tolive up to your obligations, and if 
you be at a lofs , what return to make 
tothe Lord : Youbave by bis Provi- 
dence this little Book, put into your 
hands to give you directions ; re- 
ceive them not as the bare counfel of 
man , but (fo far as backt by the 
Scripture ) as the Prefcriptions of 
God, asif the Lord fhould fpeak to 


you from Heaven, and fay, This is 


my will, thefe are your duties, and 
feethat you perform them : Hereby you 
will both pleafe the Lord, and re- 
joyce the beart of the Author, and 


him who 


Your fervant inthe Lord 


Thomas Vincent. 
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QUESTION: 


How fhould thofe that have been pres 
ferved by God from the Grave in 
this time of P lague, live in fome 


meafure Anfwerably to fo great a 
Mercy ? 


pee) His is a Cafe of cenetal concern- 
"tm? ment, co chofe many cthoufands 
mae whom God harch kepe alive in 
@, 2 time of Plague, which hath 
@ {Wep¢ fo many chonfands into 
their Grayes, whofe hodies are 

how -rotume in the du(t, and whale fouls are 
encred into an unchangeable condition of hap- 

, pinefs or mifery ; whofe fife is ended , whofe 
time is paft and gone, who are now receiving 
their Wases or reward, according to what theie 
ftace was found co be when the Plague removed 
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into that, which now chey muft be in for ever, 
without alteration or redemption. Whar Fa- 
mily isthere in this great City, or what perfon 
is chere in all chofe families, char are not con- 
cerned co enquire what fgual and more than 
ordinary retutn they fhould make cto God for 
fuch fignal and more than ordinary prefervation 
fromthe gates of death: who have walked upon 
the very borders of the Grave, and are yet alive, 
who have been nearer the brink of Erernity, and 
in more danger of being cue down chan at other 
times, and yet are fpared; and are numbred 
amoneft the living, and not reckoned nor made 
free amongft the dead. 

Tt is the unqueftionable and ftanding dury of 
alf living to live co God, but there is a fuper- 
added Obdligation upow all thofe whom God 
hath marked out for Life, when the flanghtering 
Angel was going from Parifh to Parifh , ftom 
houfe co houfe, to cut down thofe whom God 
had commiffioned him to remove from hence. 
Oh ! fhould you nor confider with your felf, 
whac ir is that God expeéteth at mine hands? 
How tweould he have me for co live ? and what 
would God have me to dée? What is the {pecial 
work he hath referved me for? Hath God Jayd 
the Corpfes of choufands in the Chardb-furds, 
and yet given me a little refpic to a& for my 
psectous foul, and for his elory > hath he re- 
prieved me for awhile, and am I not a living, 
walking Monument of his diftinguifhing Mercy, 
and unwearied Patience rowardsme ? When 
ethers ate dead, I five ; when others muft pray 
no 


after a Wafting Plague. 
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ho more, heat no. more, God giveth me time 
as yet to do bath, and all other duties in or- 
der to my eternal peace; Thus. fhould you 
reafon your felf, into your duty, and to a dili- 
gent Inquiry, What you fhould dog to live in fome 
meafure an{werably to fo great a;Mercy. 

Bur Reader, wilt chou firftrefolvein the fear 
and prefence of thae God that hath redeemed 
thy life from deach, co. make a confciertious 
ufe of any helps and direétions fo.r0 doe? wilc 
thou indeed engage chy heart (before chou rea 
deft any further) co ufe thy armoft diligence in 
practifing and obeying whar fhallbe from the 
Word of God difcovered to thee to be thy duty? 
yea, in che Name of God I charge thee that thou 
doe ir, as evet thot wouldefR appear before the 
Barr of God wich comfort, and give a good ac- 
count of this his patience and Providence»to= 
wards thee, and: of thefe Lines which now.chou 
teadeft, thac neither the one nor the other fife 
up in Judgemenr againft chee, as ‘an aggrava- 
tion of thy fin, nor for the greater condemnae 
tion of thy foul. What doft thou fay? wile 
thou promife, and accordingly obey, or wilc 
thou nor? If nor, bercer chou hadit dyed in 
nye! 2 lague, and fallen wich others into the 
fame common grave,than co out-five the PI ague, 
and not out-live thy fin, to live longer to adde 
unto thy fin,,and in the day of Gods patience 
towards thee, co be heaping-up wrath againg 
thé day of wrath, and the. revelation of the 
righteous Judgement of God: bur if chou wilt, 


Ithall by Gods affiffance proceed to yefolve this 
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Dipedtions how to live 
Imporeant Cafe, in laying down thefe following 
Dire&tions : which will alfo be of ufe to anfwer 
another Query, vixHow you may know whe- 
ther God hath lenechened out your life in Mer- 
cy or in Judgement. If you live. according to 
thefe following Rules, God hath fpared you in 
mercy, if you ltve contrary to them, and dye fo 
at lait, I fear your efcaping this Judgement will 
at laft prove a Judgement to you. The firft 
of thefe Direétions will be more general, che 
reft fhall be more particular. 


PEEEOTEEEES PEL SESH POIFSY 
DIRECTION 1. 


‘Ath God fpared you in time of Plague, 
Then be better and not worfe than you 
were before. Thofe that before were 
bad, have now greater engagement 
ro be good; and thofe that were good before, 
are engaged by Gods merciful Providence to 
chem to be better ; not only betcer than chofe 
thar are bad; bue better than themfelves that 
before were good. In. time of Plague you did 
enquire for rhe be/# Antidote, and for che beft 
Cordial and Prefervative, and fhould you not 
now the Plague is chus ceafed, enquite what 
is your bef Return you are to make to God, 
efpecially when in time of Plague, Geds Pro- 
tettion was your beft Prefervative, and the Spirits 
Comforts your chiefeft Cordials. 
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J will {peak of chem aparc. 

"r Be noc worfe than you were? Before the 

2 Be betcer than you were _§ Plague begun. 

And indeed if you be not better you will be. 
worfe, as afcerwards will’ be ‘made’ appear. 
Now becaufe itis to be feared thar fome' mén 
Will be worfe after this dreadful; and devouring, 
man-eating Judgement, than they were before, 
I flvall more largely treat of this parcicular, if The frt 
peradvenriire, God may by thefe* Lines prevene part of the 
in fome fo great an'evil after fo great a Plague. aati! ie 
Peset T ihall fpeak*to'thefe “particular Que- oo ains 
tions, - 


7 Quefti- 
Q. 1. Whether’ ungodly’ men® doe: oftentimes ons. 
wax werle and worfe.‘and mhy 2 
Quit. What are the feveral ft eps that men do take 
in finfull wayes*in thew. waxing wore and worfe ? 


Q»3) Under what Dif[pen[ations wicked men 


‘wax worle'and worfer? 


Q24. Why Gods pleafed to remove Fudge- 
ments, though many men are worle than they were 
before 2 gat wT 


Qe 5+ What are the A Tevavatiows of thie great 


Tmpietyts be: worle rafter ‘Gods fore? Fudgement 
than they were before: anne 


Q. 6, Whatare the figns of a’ maa that waxeth 
warle and worfe. under all the Means thar God 
doth ufeto make him better? 

Q:7. Whar confidtrations may be w{efull to (Pop 
the fireans of (uch mens wickednelss that yet are 
waxing werfe a3d worfe ? 
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Queftion Whether ungodly men do oftee times wax worfe | 

Firtt, and wore? | 
Ome wak richer, and fome wax better, and | 

au all men wax older, and many wax worfer. || | 


2. Tim. 3.13+ But evil men and feducers wax || \ 
worfe and worfe; deceiving aud being deceived. || 
To encreafe in-Riches is not: fimply ewils.to |} 
encreafe in Grace is furely good, This increafe — || 

: ls commanded :.2 Pet. 3. 48. Bur growin Grace, || | 


and in the knowledge of our Lord: and Saviowr 
Fefus Chrift.. cis commended; 1 Cory veg In 
every thing ye are enriched by bums, wm allatterance |) 
and 16 all. keowledge. Jeis to beyprayed for, 
Luk. 17. 5. Lord encreafe our faith. Cols ts. 
For this, cane. we. alfo, fince the day we heard it, 
do not ceafe-ta pray for you, and to defire you may 
be filled withthe knowledge of his.will, in-all wi{- 
done and {piritual under ftanding..Vetl, 10% That 
ye may walk, worthy, of the Lord.uxto all pleafieg., 
bewag frustfall.in-every gooa werk and increafing 
zn the knowledge of Ged. But to encreafe infin, 
and co grow im wiekednefs;efpecially after men 
have feen Gods difpleafure.againt fin,,in a 
wafting Plagne, is an evilcobelamentedyifiwe 
could, with tears.of blood,..When inftead of ad- | : 
ding gracetograce, 2Pete1.§, 637. theysadde | 
fato fiz; to Drunkennefs they.add Adultery’; 
to Paffion Malice, to Malice Revenge. .Som 
men make fuch progrefs in fin by little and fictle, 
til (as all che liccle Channels meetine in one 
place ) become:a common Sewer of all filchinefs, 
and 
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andimpiety ; Sinks of fin and nafty die ahils of 
ali uncleannefs, 

Lec me'premife thefe fix particulars, and I 
will pafs co ‘the proof of chis firft ching, 

r, That the Nature of man is wonderfully Six things 
depraved, and in all men (except Chrift ) ¢ a beh ey 
qually finfull. For AL 

Fir, All men are equally under che guilt of 
Adams firtt cranfgreffion. 

Secondly, All men are equally deprived of 
Originall righteonfheffe. 

Thirdly, AIL men have equally the feeds of 
all finincheir nacure, all naturally prone co < 
fin, Gen. 6. 5. thor uch by reafon of the tempera 
ment of che bay . Tome men thigh be more in- 
clined to one finthanro ano ther, yet allfin is 
feminally and radically in every mans nature 
all men by nature are equally under the curfe 
of the Law,deferve the wrath of God,and equal- 
ly liable to ‘the orments of hel ls Ephef. ee 

2, That every finthac men commit is of a 
damning nature, and though fome fins in compa- 
rifon of “othe ers might be called lirtle fins, yet in 
refpect. of che great God againft whom rhey are 
commitred,no finisf{mall. Though degrees of 
poi and inequality of finning, have grearer d 

ees of corment, iid fall have inequality 4 
Fidesitie, yet eternall death is the wages of the 
fmalled fin. Therefore lec ne man chink, while 
I {peak of che increafe of fin, that he is good, be- 
caufe heis not fo bad as others crow CO » be. 

3. Thatin the worldthere are feverall fizes 
and deerees o/ (inner:,as in che Chi urch there are 
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feverall {izes and degrees of believers, * In the 
Church there are, Fathers, Young men, Chil- 
dren, 1 Feb, 2,13. And Babes, 1 Pet.2.1. So 
there are feyerall fizes of fin- 
% Pender bec[ peccati] dif- ers. Some morall men, fome 
ferentta gyaduam ( 1) openly prophane : fome. are 
refpediu perfone a qa ad. Al fo te q 
mittiur. (2) A genere ee» great {wearers and great drun- 
natura rei, (3°) Ab inren- kards, Ringleaders co fin ; che 
Gone wy remffione actus. Devils Lievecenants, provoking 
Secs modo patrand!, orhers co fin, and incouraging 
(5) 4 curcumiianins loc, them therein. Some are chief a~ 
temporis, &c, Ames med. Crane SS Shania 
eld } mong finners, L#k. 19. 2. Some 
Pe OF: Atta pee ed ie 
drink tn Imgqaity like water. job 
3§.16.Some are drawn to fin, and fome draw fin 
rothem, and that as wich Carc-ropes,//a.5.18. 
fome commit fing and tremble ac ir: and fome 
commit fin and rejoyce atic, Prov.2,14.. fome 
commit fin, and are cerrified at ic when they 
have done ic: fome commit fin and make a 
mock and fpore of fin, when they have doneir, 
Pro.10.23, & 14.9. fome commit fin with greac 
remorfe and relugtance, and others commit fin 
with as great and eaver greedinefs, Eph.4.18.19¢ 
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Adreadfull text, Having the under fianding dark - 
wea, being alienated fron the Life of God, through 
the Lguorance that gs in thems, becaufe of the blind- 
nels of thesr beart, verf. 19. Who being paft feeling, 
bave given themfelves over to lafcivioufnefs, to 
work all ancleanne(s with greedine{s, Thefe are 
finners of a great Magnicude, if you weigh 
the things fpoken of them. (1) Havixe their 
¥ Arq yO1ts Hnde rflandings darkned, * "The word doth either 
fignify the faculcy ir felfe, or the ratiocination, 
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or reafoning of the underitanding, and iris true 

in both refpects, their ut sderltandines aha” Bask 

and 1 sie and thetr reafonings are dark and 

ob{cure, 2) being alicnated from the Life of ‘oles cima 
God, isc. mie Lite, thar God commands ana ad/proulebs 
approveth,. they are too much) acquainted wit ch 7 Cans 
afenfuall, fleth- pleating, (wintth life : but they : bps . 
are ucter Krangers co an. oly, {elf: denying, fin Dei appel-- 
mortifying Life : becaufe of the Ignorance chat lat, vitams 
is In chem, as a bruit doch nor know the life of ildam qua 
reafon, fo finners are ignorant of the Life of Zeus vivit 
God. ( 3)! ecamse of the blindnefs, k mors € pro- “ 5 
Petay the harduef of thew heart 3 TLAQ6O5 pr ecipitene 
Tl} his wora ts fometimes rendr ed bhi ndnefs, fome- 4 approbat. 
times hardnefs, becaufe they are conjund, a Bezain 
blind heart is.a-hard Fe ani da hard heart is a !* 
blind heart;ic fignifierh.che chick skin chat cover- 


. 


ec the paln nes ofthe hands .of hard labo ers, 
that they can,handle neteles, and in chae part of 
their hand have no feeling of the ftingines, 25 0» 
thers arefentible of. . There is a thick skin har be 
overt grown the he arts of fo me finners, .chat they * “Aah 
are (4) paft:* feeling, unfenfible as a Rone, yaxel ss 
who are faid co have their confciences feared as 
wich an hot tron, But thoughthey feel nor cheir 
AR: here, they thall fee | che tormenrs due forGn 
inthe lifetocome. ‘Lhehideous howling 1S 
enafhings of ceech amongit the damned, “fp eak 
plainly thac they feel che punifhmenc. of -fin. 
( 5 ) Have ¢ VEN them{e Lves over to dee 
Bia .. Gnners are faid co fell themfelves to 
work Brescia: as Pride I King, 21, ay. 
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nefs, which denotes their conftancy, and com=- 
placency in working wickednefs, as when Sr, 
Paal commanded Timothy to give himlelf ro 
reading, he faich, Give thy felf wholly to them, 
1 Tim. 4, 15. &@ T2fois icdt, Be thow in thefe 
things, a mans heart is in thofe chings he-is 
given to, a Schollar that is given to his Book, 
a drunkard chat is given to drinking, when his 
cup is in his hand, his heare isinthe cup, He 
isi drink, is our proverb, when che drink is in 
him: God and Chrift. fhould dwell in their 
heatc. bute cheir hearc isin their fin, and finis 
intheir heart. (6 )To* work, They work at fin 
as for gain,when itis the lofs of the foul ,chac will 
berche iffue. Sin indeedis a hard [abour,. and 
greareft drudgery: finners work and damnation 
will be cheir wages ; they fhould be working our 
their falvation ; but rhey are working our cheir 
damnation, they are Labouring for hell, and 
raking pains to undoe themfelves 3 and whac is 
it they are fo muchimployed in; (7 ) Iv un- 
éleanne(s, in the extent and Laticude ofic, work- 
ing all mannet of uncleannefs, and that ( 8 ) with 

greedine[s, or with ™ covetou[ne(s. Wicked 

men are aseager after fin, 2s acovetous manis 

sur de ly. after a goodbargain, they are covetous to com- 
eroitaute mitfins But Beea, rendersic Certatim, con- 
alius alium ending and ftriving who may fin moft, as if they 
ed, , could not get to damnation foone enough, or fure 

Bera in enough. 1 ge 

lec. 4. Thatthe reafon why fin doth not rife co ics 
heist in all men,is not from themfelves bur from 
God. It is God tharfers bounds tothe Ocean 
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of mens lufts thatithey fhould no ore overflow. 
God in great meafure by reftraining grace dam- 
meth up the fountain of fin, hac ic fendech-noe 
forth fo many ftreames ag. in others it doch, 
Gen: 20.6.---for I alfo withbeld thee from fixning 
against me, therefore fuffered I thee not to tonch 
‘her. But fome God giverh up unco cheir lufts, 
Rom, [224,266 

5. Thar men ftand nor aca flay, in virtue} o¢ 
in Vice, in holinefs, or wrifllaed tiet fs- Ifa man 


doth not igereafe in grace, ‘likely he ts decrea- 
fing, fo ifa man be nor mending he 1s growing 


o 
rfe ; like rotten things every. day are worfe 
ES worles more feared, if not foftned; more 
refolved-rofinif notreclaimed. Of g0od itis 
faid, Nox progredt eft regred, not. to g6e for- 
ward, is té'go'backward ; of wicked, I {ay, Now 
regr edveft progredi, not to 0 backward from 
fin, isto go forwai id in ap 
6. "Th ae wicked men might feem to mend in 
one ching; and waxe’ worfe in ‘aHother 5 “and fo 
chey do not? téave their Wickednefs, buc only 
changeit, as one ehat was-a prodisall and li- 


i 


centions, turns'to be niggardly and covetous. 


Serer 


Hefe things premifed, I-fhail thew chac 

oftentimes wicked mer grow worfe and 
worfe - and. therefore will appear chat chis a 
wife is noc unfeafonable; after fuch a ta 
dring Voice of judgement, as this 
been 
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This will be manifefte 10m Scripture, 
Scriptures By Argan iS. 
hala F his, tha 
fiivine infty ‘The Scriptures evidencing this; that 
many wax M€n oftentimes grow worle', and are more 
worle. wicked, are fuch as thefe, Pfal. 11. Bief- 
Nemo re- fed is the man that walketh uot, inthe counfel. of 
pente fit h ‘ 
turpifi- * e ungodly, nor flandeth nthe way of finners: 
mus, fed or fitteth inthe feat of the feorufull.. In which 
fexjim fae Scripture there are wine words chac fet forch the 
fenfi progrefs of men in finning ; and cheir comming 
up tothe height of wickednels gradatim, 
of Coanfel, 
Sinful Objects,</“ay. 
Seat. 
Walk. 
Three refpe&4 Sinfull Ationsy< Stand. 
Sit. 
Ungodly. 
Sinfull Perfons,< sixxers. 
U Scornfull. 
And every third of thefe includes the fe- 
cond , and che fecond includes'the firtt 5.707 
contra y every {corner is a finner, and every 
finner. is ungodly, buc every ungodly perfon is 
hot a finner, z,¢, nol e£oxuv, emphatically, as 
the word is fometimes uled, Luk. 7,37. And 
behold a woman, inthe City, that was a finnery i.e, 
a great and notorious finner, and every fuch fin- 
ner is nor {cornfull, Sitcing includeth| ftanderh] 
and doth fuppofe ic, for a man muft- ftand be- 
fore he fics ina wicked way ; and flanding {up- 
poleth aman firft co come intochat way, orro 
thac feat in which -he fits, bur net contrary , a 
Wicked 
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wicked man may walk in thac way in which he 
doth not ftand, and he might ftand in chat way 
in which he doth not fit) and fo of the reft. 
Now here obferve Davids climax or gradation, 
fering forth che progréffe of wicked men in fin- 
ning. Firlt they walk, chen chey ftand, next 
they fic. Firft they are ungodly, chen they are 
creat finners, next they are fcornfull : For the 
fuller opening of this Scripture to fee mens 
erowth in fin, | willreview them. 

Firff, The Objeéts, about whichwicked men 
are converfanc, which were noted tobe three,“ niyy 

1, Counfel,* Wicked men confult how they 74” i4 
may fatisfy their lufts, they deliberate how chey he os 
may get an opportunicy tofin, Thus the mali- np ; 
cious man ftudies revenge, andthe Adulterer quod conf- 
contrives fecrecy, Pfal. 36. 4. He devifeth mif- lio effici- 
chief upon hit bedy and the Devil is near his pul- tur, Bith, 
low tobe his counfellour. 

2. Way, » Manner of lifeis fer our by way, 
in Scriprure, mens practifes are their way, a oy 
man that hatha good trade and ‘thrives there 2405 con- 
in, we fay, heisin a sood way; 4nd fo theta, 
profeffion, and ferving of God.in fuch a manner 
iscalleda way, 4 9.2. fochac awicked man qua vie 
maketh fin his profeflion and trade. | : 


Thus the per quas 
common drunkard by his daily wickednefs pro. incedunt, 
fefleth himfelfa drunkard, that is his way. i 
2. Seat, By frequent commiflion they fettle A * % 
chemfelves on their lees, then fixe cheir abode 
inthe houfe of fin, They lye down and like 
(wine wallow in their iniquity, Pfal. 36. 4. He 
devifeth mifchief upon Ls bed, he fetteth himfelf 
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ina waythat is not good: They firkt confult, then 
act; then fertle in their fin. 
Secondly, The Actions which were alfo three, 
% yr 1. They walk, * chey take delight in their fin 
Ambulavit 48 a mandoch ina pleéafanc walk: and as the 
metapoo» Devill (wich whom they walk) in walking to 
vice ufur- and frord tempt and devoure fouls: a eodly 
patur a way might poffibly /epintoa finfull way, buc a 
vita, mori- 
bicie sativa man walketh therein. 
bitibus 2: They Stand, Next they become obdurate 
and fhathelefs in fant; they are not aflamed of 
theif oaches, and drunkennefs, and open pro- 
phanations ‘of the Sabbath ; a codly man might 
fall into Gn, but he doth not frand in ics “he 
doth not perfift i init, buc wicked men will ftand 
and juttify chemfélvesin wickednefs and plead 
for it 
3. They Sit, Asmen fecure, will perfevere in 
evil; mam chat fics intends to ftay, ic beinga 
aefture mote remote from motion than ttand- 
: i 1 1S. 
P nae Thirdly, The Perfons, and chele likewife ate 
»luyale ? 
ab/que Gr: three. 
gulari ex Yo The Vagodly, a manthat fins and repents 
conjugati- not isan Ungodly man, Septuagint, areSus, 


fy hie 2. Then they are Sinners, 1. e notorioufly 
bad ’ 
de coque wicked as was before fhewed <oNoN * it fig 


fignificati« nifieth habicuall finners. | 

oucimin~ 3. Thenthey.are Scorufall, will be {corners 
Pied of reproofs, and fcorners of che way of holinefs, 
dewoiat, and chen arecomeco fuch hetghein fin,thac Sole. 
Bihner, aon forbids to Pes Heth: as men fcarce te- 
mPa el aime qi? rou. 9, 7, 8. —— 4 which the Sep 
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rwagint cranflate Aoiov, Pefis, Plagues. Tertals 
lus the Otatour called the Apoftle Pani, Aoiuov a 
Peff,a Plague, peftilenc fellow, 4G. 24. 5« but 
by che Septuagint, {cornful finners are Ao1Aos, che 
pefts of a place, Thus from this Scripture you 
have the progrefs men make tn fin, accurately 
decribed by che Pfalm/ft. 

Thus Caiz waxed worfe and worfe, and did 
crow in fin, Gem 4. 

t. He dealt hypocritically with God, verf. 4. 
He brought to God of che fruit of the grourtd, 
but kept back his hear, (2) He envyed his 
brother Abel, and the grace of God that ap- 
peared inhim; 1 Fob. 3.42 and he offered to 
God and perfecuted his brother co death,Gen.4.8. 
(3) He lyech before an all-knowing God, {peak- 
ing falfly, verf.9. (4) He flies inthe face of 
God, as if God had charged him wich that which 
was not his ducy. 4m I my brothers keeper & 
(5) He defpaireth of mercy, verf. 13. AZ) pa- 
nifoment ts greater than I can bear, ot, Aty fin 
is greater than that it maybe forgiven, (6) He 
flyes from God, verf.16, (7) He rakes up with 
the pleafures and profits of the world without 
God, verf. 37, So Cain increafed in wicked- 
nefs. 

So did Ahab, 1 King: 21. 

1. He feeth Naboths Vineyard. (2) He doth 
covet it, and unlawfully defire chac which was 
another mans, ver/.2. atid would have bought 
that which Naboth had not a power to fell, be- 
caufeic was the Inheritance of his Fathers, werf« 
3, and Numb. 36.7. (3) He was difconretic 
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at INaboths aniwer, though he. gave him the 
Word of God as the reafon of his dényal, ver. qs 
(4) He doth unfaichfully report che words of Na- 
both, as is ufual with wicked men to doe, verf. 6. 
He leaves out the reafon of Naboths denyalk, 
Becanfe it was the Inheritance of his Fathers, 
(5) He was guilty of Naboths death, fufferine 
Fezebel co ule his Seal to effe& it, verf. 8. 
And Elijah che Prophet chargeth hab wich his 
death, as being guilry of his blood, verf. 19. 
(6) He cakes poffefhon of that which was none 
of his own, and which he gor with the fhedding 
of innocent blood, contrary to the command 
of God, Ezek. 46.18. 

The like fteps you might perceive in Feaebels 
fin, and if you crace her, you will find her ftep by 
{tep ro come up to an height of fin. 

I. She approves of habs unlawful! defire, 
ver[.7» (2) She refolves to get by violence 
what -dhab did finfully defire , werf. 7, 8, 
(3) She makes her husband guilcy of blood by 
eaining his confent.to thar which he would nor 
a& with his own hand, verf. 8,19. compared. 
(4) She draweth other men, and makes chem 
parcakers of her fin; the Elders and Nobles, 
ver{.8,9. (5) She caufeth two wicked men 
to take a falie Oath againft Naboth, (6) She 
fuggelteth the Charge chat fhould be brought 
againfthim, which was hign and falfe, wer. 10, 
Let thems [wear that Nabeth did blafpheme God 
and the King; when indeed Nadorh did neither, 
(7) She prophanes. Gods Ordinance,, {he pra- 
claimed a Fats; {ne colouteth ker wickedness 
with 
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with Religious precenfes,» (8) Site 


She obrains che 


murder of Naboth, vert. 13. They {toned by 
Fexebels counfel an»innocent»man,.to de+h, 
Fhis was the growch and gradation of fexebels 
Wickednefs, till it became monftrotis oréat, 

So Judas encreafed. in wickednets; and grew 

worfe and worfe, : 
_ (1) He wasvamhypocrice, (2) A Theifé, 
fohet2. 45 54662203 ):A craitour to his Lord: 
( 4.) He defpaired of mercy. (5 ) He murdered 
himfelf, 

The groweth of finis incimated in tharexs 
preflion of the holy-Ghoft, Gens 15.416. The j= 
rguityof the Amorites 1s not yet falls Iewas ins 
creafing, buc their meafure was ‘not full, fin 
wouldincreafe [x infixitum,y buc thereis a mea. 
fure that a {wearer,:or a drunkard, and alt 
wicked» men fhall filbup, and chen God will 
call them to an accounts Adas. 23, 32, Fill ye up 
then the meafure of your Fathers. Thus from the 
word of Ged I have (hewn thae wicked mendo 
grow infin; and wax-oftentimeés Worle and 
worle. 
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Secondly, Rguments drawn, from Reafon' 
. do: evidence this, thac wicked 
Menare apt Co grow in fim; 1 will cake up 
with chree only, Jealt I be roo large in this 
DireStion, And they are raken, 
Firlt; 4 natara peccati,From theNatureof fin, 
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Areu- ~ Secondlys Ab impul[s Diaboli, From the In- 
ments fugation of the Divell. 

proving Thirdly, Ababfentia contrarii,, Fromtheab= | 
wicked fence of chat which fhould keep them from fin- |) | 


mn wak ai a H ; 
worfee ning mote and mores  Rersovetur prohibens. Il f 
1, This appears from the Nacure of fin — 

From fin. pho js 6 pile : cee ‘. h it 
chac is predominanc in’ ungodly men, that | i 

{wayes, and Byaflech them 1n -all their actions, [| 4 

and rulech in them and exercifech auchorityo- | j 

ver them. 7 i 

cin difpof 14 One fin doth incline and difpofe the heart to , 
echthe fin agaia > The firft fin inclined allmentocom= || 
aati mit more, where gtace is predominant, the |) 
nn heart is inclined to love God, and to‘obey || , 


God, the generall {cope of fuch a mans life, and 

che bent and inclination of his’ hearris cowards - 

God and duty, ro grow in grace, and become 

becter and bercere Now Coxtrariorum contra- 

ia eff ratio & natara, Sin doth difpofe the 

heartto fin, and to depart from God ‘more and 

more, Hebs 3-42, Ic makes the bent of ‘the | | 

heart to Backflide further and furcher from | 

God, Hof. 11.7. Ic makes che hearc fetitodo | 

evill, Ecclef. 8.11. The heart of the fons of men\) 

is fully fetinthem todo evil. As 1s the tide tol) 

the boate, [ois finto mans heart, ,| 

Sin begets 2, Siis of a multiplying nature,as fincommit- 
fn, ted inclineth the heart’to the ireration of the | , 
fame fin, foone fin begetsanother, ofanother|| , 

kind, as drunkenne(s and glurrony, begets luft:)) | 

and malice, revenge ; as one cirele in the wa-|| — 

ter multiplies co cwenty, our of one reorof)| | 

@ tee grow many armes, out of one arme, man) | 4 
| branches} | — 
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branches, oue. of eve ry branch many twigs. 
From the {ame founcain proceed many {trea mes, 
fromthe fame body of che Sun, many Beames. 


Sofrom one fin < ear? mulaphieds. S So Adams 
fir fin h ath mulrir shied !nnumerablye. 


3. la wicked men there isa compl seation dnd. @ & 5's link 
tonnexion of fins, Sins chus multiplied are linked ed to fit. 


one co another; and are rwilted rogerher, as there 
is achaine of graces in a godly man, thar if you 
draw one link you. move the whole chaine; 
when you exercife Faith upona promife, ( tup- 
pofe )of eternall. Life, this fets all his graces 
on exercife, asone, wheele ina Watch moverch 

allche reft: Faich appl ying chis.promife, ftir- 
nae? up love to God that mac de the promife, and 


shath prepared rhe thing promifed,icinflames ho- 


ly defires after 1 Ity8Z c defires put-on to dillgentin- 
deavours co obtain irsic begets a lively hope 2, which 
earneflly, yer patiently waiceth for the pofleffion 


.of it. Sothere is:a concatenation of fin. stherefore 


fin is. compared to a body,in which all the mem- 
bers by finewes and ligaments are knitcogether; 
thar, though all che memb ers do not grow, to 
an equall quantity, -but, fome. are bigger, (ome 
lefle ; yet all do propottionably crow ; fo though 
ail Anais aavicketl man-ate noc. of the rete 
magnitude, but infome drunkennefsis oréatelt, 


cin fomie pride; in fome covetoufhefs,yet all fin is 


growing in chem, and therefore muft nece Marily 

be worfe and worle as unbelief makes a Gnner 

fearlefs of Gods threatnings, and fearlefnels 

makes him fecure, and fecuricy hardneth his 

hearc, and when his-heare is hard, and his 
€ 2; confcience 


Rom. 6,6. 
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Contcience feared, he will be very bad. 

Sin infe€s: qe Sin as of ax infectious nature, an infectious 

ihe finnet. difeafe doth not only fpread unto others, as one 
man fick of the Plague may infect awhole Pa- 
rifh, buc getreth nearer and nearer to his heart, 
and feizech upon his very vitals, that he waxeth 
ficker and ficker, and at laft brings him ‘to his 
gtave : So one fin doth not only infec others, 
ag one drunkard inticeth another to the fame 
fin, but fin encroachech more into che finners 
heart and affeG@ions, and bringshim more and 
more into bondage to ic , and fo makes him 
wortfe and worfe, asa man rhat was wont to 
take a c#p too much, at length is brought to fre- 
quent drunkennefs, till ac laft ic brings him to 
Helland to damnation itrecoverably, where he 
isas bid as he can be. 

Sinisuns 5. Sia zs of a craving and unfariable nature, 

ruiable. ‘therefore’ thofe thac would fatisfie their Lutts, 
mut needs in length of time be very. bad. 
There are four things which are never facishied, 
and never fay, Zt 1s exeugh, Prov.30.1 5,16. and 
fin may make afifth : For though a man drudge 
under Gin all his‘dayes, yet ‘it thinks che Sinner _ 
hath not done enough forit. The Horfe-leech — 
hath two daughters, crying, Give, give: fucha | 
thing is fin, chac never leaves fucking the heart= — 
bleod of the Sinner, tillichath fucked him to | 
death. Sin cannot ceale to ash,, and finners kgow not 
how to deny, and they muft be wicked indeed, that 
will be as wicked as fin can make them. | 

I might run chrough the feveral kinds of fin, |f 

and thew how they ate never fatisfied: The |} 
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Egypteans thoughe thac the L/raelizes never made 
brick enough: and fin chinks che finwer never is 
enflaved enough,chac he never doth obey enough; 
buc I will briefly inftance bur in three. 

Firlt,Covetoufne/sis unfatiable : ic never faith, 
It is enough: Ic is nor fatisfied with having, nor 
in feeing whacic hach, Ecclef. 4.8. and 5. 10. 
and cherefore puts the Worldling to go drudge 
again, Crefcit amor nummi, Oc, 

Secondly, Revenge is unfatiable. Malice ne- 
ver chinks ic hath done enough, and therefore 
puts on the malicious co confulr, ro contrive, 
and never co be at refttill he hath been more 
injurious co the perfon thar is the object of his 
malice, 

Thirdly, Luft and uncleannefs is unfatiable, 
and therefore fuch as are addigtediro ir, and 
would have ir facished, muft be very wicked, g»,,); Ths 
for chey never do ir. 2 Pet, 2. 14. "ODIKAUSS in amore 
EXOVES MESSS MOLKXAAISS having eyes full ‘of-deces, 
the Adulrerefs, che very looks of theireye be- 
trayes the luft of their hearc; and ic follows, 

And cannot ceafe from fix, cherefore will pro- cual anu 


‘ have Ses wanes 
ceed to great Impiery. | Tes. 
S E Cc 41 F I V. 


LT. yo" Hat wicked men will grow in fin, ap- satan, 
pears from che inftigation of the Devil, | 
Who is unweatiedly diligent to rempe unco fin, 
and to adde one iniquity unto another : and thac 
becaufe he rules in cheir hearts, and rakes them 
Cus captive 
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captive at his pleafure, 2 Tim. 2,26, <4 man 
will be very wicked, that will fin ds often as the 
Devil tempts. A man isnever fo bad, but the 
Devil would have him co be worfe ; fudas was 
an hypocrite before, but yet Satan put it into 
his heart co be more vile, in betraying Chrilt, 
Joh. 13.2. Satan tempting without, and fin 
inclining within, Sacan never ceafing co tempt, 
an’ Sinners not knowing how to refift, will be 
growing (like the Crocodile from an Egge) toa 
fupendous magnitude. 


SecrTre V. 


cof TTI. Tet wicked men will grow in fin, ap- 


pears from the abfence of thae which 
fhouid refrain them. Ifa men hath drunk in 
poyion, and hath no Alexipharmacum, os An- 
tidore, bis Gcknefs will grow upon him. Wic- 
ked men wantthat which fhould preferve them 
from fin ai.as 
t. The Fear of God: This is thar which caue 
feth 2 man to fhutevil.. Job 1-1, Fob waa 
man fearing God, and e[chewing evil, Prov.8.136 
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil, Buc where 
the fear of the Lord is mort, there the flood- 
gates are pulled up: If the Devil cempt a man 
chac Fearech not God, to fpore on the Lords day, 
he will do ir;te omit Prayer,he will doe it 5 yeas 
if there were no Devil to tempt him, he would 
runonin fin. This is brought in as che caufe 
of crying fins, Rom. 3, 13) 13,14, 15,16, 17, | 


18. Ma- & 
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after awafling Plague, 


184 Many fins chere are enumeraced, and ar 
the clofe of all is, There is no fear of God before 
their eyes. Abraham dared nov to cru{t nimfelf 
with a people char did not fear God, Gens 20, 
11, Abraham (aid, Becan(e [ thought. furely the 
fear of God is not in this place, ana they will flay 
me formy Wives fake, 

2. Wicked men ‘wane feriods Confideration, 
that fhould keep"them from being worfe ; they 
do net ferioufly conGder of Death and Judge- 
ment, of the Wrach of God, of the id orments of 
Helt;’ nor of Gods’ Omnifcience, that ne al- 
wayes fees them. ‘Hof. 7, 2 They coufider not it 
their hearts; that Lremember all thetr wickednefss 
now their own doings have. befer them abont, thep 
are before my faces Nor of his Omniprelence, 
that he is alwayes with them andiby them; they 
con(ider not, If I fin, I fhalllofe my foul, and Lt 
will coft mz bitter rears or bicrer torments: They 
do not weigh in cheir ferious thoughts, the 


sat 
bie z 


) ? 
orearne(s of their danger, the heavinets af Gods 


Ifa, 1. 2,3, 4. | 

3. Wicked men want 4 firm Affent to toe 
verity of Gods Word, that they doe not verily 
believe the truth of Gods chreatnings ; but they 
have a fecrer hove that. ir fhall goe well with 
them, whatever they dde, and whatever God 
faith.” They hear of che evil of fin, and of the 
totments of Hell, bur they fee! norhing for the 
prefent, and fear nothing for che future, and 
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therefore goe on to adde drunkennefs cto chirft,. 
Deut. 29. 19, 20,21. And it come to 'paffe 
when he heareth the words of this-curfe, that he 
blefs himfelfin bis heart, faying I hall have peace, 
though I walk. in the imagination of mine heart, 
to adde draukenne(s to thirft, Ver. 20, The Lord 
will wot {pare hins, but thea the anger of the Lord, 
and bis Fealoube fhall fmoak, againft that man, 
aud all the Curfes that are written ix this boo 
(hall lie upon him, and the Lord {hall blot out bis 
IN ame from under Heaven. 

4. Wicked men wanta Lively tender Con{cim 
ence, Which {hould warn them that they fin nor, 
and accule them, and threaten them with dam- 
nation, if they doe, Many have cauterized 
Coniciences, 1 Zim, 4.2, Where Confcience 
is dead, or fleepy, or feared, there iniquicy will 
abound. | 
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What are the feveral fleps and gradations whereby 
fia growes from a low ebbe to its higheft attings ? 


[" Herevare tren fteps co the higheft aGtings of 

4 fin, five of which are common to° good 

and bad, the orher five proper to the wicked 
and ungodly. Many Hypocrites may goe half 
way with the godly in that which 1s good, but 
never (while fuch) goe quire rhorow. So too 
often a man that is godly goes half way with 
tas wicked in finning, bur never goes quite 
thorow 
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chorow with chemin all the circumftances of fin, 


The rounds in che Sinners Ladder to helf are 10 rounds 
in the fin- 
ners Lad- 
der to hel], 


thefeten: 
4 Z- Original Concupifcence, 
2. Temptation. 
3. Inclination, 
4. Confenc, 
5+ Action. 
6. Cuftome. F 
7« Habit, 
#- Hardnefs contracted. 
| 9- Hardnefs Judicial. 


_ £0, Confummation or final Impenitence. 
Of thefe briefly in their order. 


eSeeeern g 


“pena era 

I, Natural Concupi{cence, ot the Vitioufnefs Naural 
of our Nature, which is in Infants, this is as Concu- 
the Tinder or the Gun-powder whereby our pifeence. 
Natures are apt to take fire at the leaft {park, 
This isa fin, becaufe it isthe abfence or priva- 
tion of that re&icude-which ought co be in our 
Nature ; itis a fruicand puntfhment of Adanss 
firft fin, and an immediate confequent of the 
Jofs of our Original Righreoufnefs, This is 
fomes peccatr: like to thac wherewith the fire ig 
kindled or kept burning ; called the Old Man, 
finful Sin, che body of Sin, fin dwelling, Law 
of Members. 


I]. Then chere ts fome Tesptation, folicita- Tempta- 
tion, fuited to this cortupt Principle, either gee 
the Devil or wicked men: or fome Objet pre= 
fented to a man that might ftirre up and ex- 
cite 
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cire this internal principle of Corruption in our 
hearts, and chough all men have the feeds of 
all (in, yee Sacan obferving mens different cons 
itutions hach differenc baits, (as. men have 
feyeral baits, for feveral fifth ) fome he folici« 
ceth ro drunkennefs, others co uncleannels, and 
others to coveroufnefs: Where’ nore, that Sa- 
can hath a wonderful advantage of us, which he 
had not in our firlt Parents before the firft fin; 
for there was nothing in their hearcs that was 
corrupt, and yet how did the Devils rempta- 
tion cogether wich che Objec& fer before cheir 
eyes prevail over chem! Whacthe warm Sun 
is to the ftiff and frozen Serpent, ic doth enli- 
ven it, and then it fendeth forch its venom, 
and ufech ics fting 5 thac a Temptation, or an 
Objea, propofed is, to our corrupt Natures. 
Some call chis Abftrattion, a drawing the minde 
off from good to evil. 

Incline 11, Then there arifech fome Inclination in 
tion. che foul, or an haskering of che heare after thac 
Gneul Obje& ; an entring into a parley with che 
Devil, minding of the motion made by the 
Temprer, chinking further of the committing 
Jam 1.14.of che fin. This is called Inefeation, (as the 
4 ene Pith delightech co play wich the bait) or Vitio- 
paige ck [us motus, joyned with fome ritillation ot delight 
word fe- of the heart therein, Tae firft motions of the 
nificth . hearc, chat are primo primi, though they be in- 
baiting, 98 yJunrary, and before confenc of will, and the 

men. doe ©. : ; 
ban for judgement againtt chem, yet are fins, (1) Be- 
fhe,  _caule they are motns arate, diforderly mott- 
ons 
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den by the Law of God, and (3) Hinder our? 
fove to God, 
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ons of the heart; (2) Becaufe they be forbid- Rom 7.7. 


TV. Next is the Compliance and confent of Content. 


the will, yielding to the temptation, and clo- 
fing withthe motion made concerning fuchan 
ac upon fuchan Obje&. The Will as, queen 
and commander: in the foul, makes a decree co 
clofe with the temptation, and tco.clofe with 
and confenr unto the folicitation to fin, upon 
the underftandings miftake in its compatative 
judgement, apprehending and di&ating co the 
will chat co be good which indeed is evil, or 
the fenfitive appetite moving the will by the 
mediation of the underftanding, allurethit un- 
to confent ; and this is the conception of fin, 
fam. 4.14,15. Bat every mac is tempted, when 
he ts drawn away of his own laft and entifed, then 
when Luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
fiz, Pes 


V. When che Will hath confenred it ayes a 
defpotical or flac Jzjuxttiox on the Members of 
the body to execute and proceed to adie, and 
this is che aGtual commiffion of finin the exe- 
_cution, in Imperate a@s, Thus when Fudashad 
confenred to berray Chrift, he goes forth and 
covenanes wich Chrifts crucifyers, and betrayes 
him. Thustheeye moveth tobeho'd, and the 
hand to a&t thar which the’ will confenterh to 
andcommands. Thus far ic is the unhappinefs 


wADd 


of the people of God in their flate of impere 
fection, 
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Tteration, 


Direttions bow to live 


feftion, to yield. David had a principle of 
corruption, then an Object propofed, then wic- 
ked fuggeftions arofe or were injedted inco his 
minde, then his will confented, and then pro» 
ceeded to the agual commiffion of his afcer- 
biccerly-lamented fin. 

VI. Then wicked men proceed ro the free 
quent Iteration of the fame fin, till ir becomes 
cuftomary.. A wicked man is drunk illic is his 
cuftom to be fo, and to fwear ull it becomes 
his cuftom co do fo. This is a great progrets 
made in fin, ic is great growch, and fuch will 
be hardly reclaimed. Fer. 13. 23- Cas the e%- 
thiopian change bis. skin, or the Leopara his {pots ? 
then may you who are accuftomed to do evil, learn 
todo well, ethiopem lavare is to labour in vain. 
Minifters endeavour to reclaim men accultomed 
to {wearing, and lying, and drunkennefs, and 
chey preach in vain, and ftudy and pray in vain, 
as to any fuccefs ufually upon fuch mens hearts, 
Ic isthe commendation of a man to be accufto- 
med toa ching, if irbe good, for a Chriftian 
to fay, itis his cuftom co pray; anda Minifter, 
it is his cuftom to preach ; though ir is not good, 
that che one pray our of cuftom, nor che other 
preach cuftomarily: To have tt cuftomary to per- 
form holy dutyes is good, but to do thens cuftoma- 
rily is evil, Thus ic was Chrifts cuftom, or he 
was wont to preach and teach the peoplee But 
ic is an aggravation to be accuftomedco a thing 
ifitbe evil, andificbe grofs, it is afign of a 
gracelefs perfon: Though fome carnal men 

when 
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when reproved for their often {wearing , fay, 
I chought no harm, tt is only a cuftom I have 
gor, and I cannot leave ic:-Acuftom ! why chac 
is the aggravation and growth of thy wickednefs, 
and thow doft:as: foolifhly. alledge chatto exte- 
nuate chy fin, which indeed doth aggravate thy 
fin; as a Thief accufed :beforé the Judge for 
ftealing fhould plead, 1 was his cuftom fo to 
doe. Now’finis become the profeffiox. of che 
finner, and he.goes to his fin as cuftomarily as 
an Artificer to his Shop or Work-houfe; bue 
ic is not the cuflom of Gods people to make a 
cuftom of committing grofs fins. Dawddid-to 
the wounding of his foul ovce commit Adultery, 
but ic was not his Cufome fo to doe. “Peter at 
one time did deny his Lord, but it was not his 
cuftom fo to do. It is not the cuftom of ,a 
gracious perfon often co commit the fame groffe 
fin, but iris his cuftom often to lament a grofs fin 
but ezce committed. Therefore if ic be. chy 
cuftom to commie grofte fins, and thou arc 
wont todo fo, chou art gone beyond the people 
“nies in chy finnings, Thy ftate is deplo- 
rable. 


ee 


V II. Cuftomary commiffion of Gn begets an Habit. 


Habit. in finning ; whereby the love of fin 1s 
more deeply radicatedin the hearc. Habits are 
got by frequent repeated aéts, and doth addea 
erearer facilicy to act; and fuch as are culto= 
mary finners will foon be habitual Sinners, by 
frequent fwearing, chey will have an habic of 
Swearing; by frequent drunkennefs they will 

acquire 
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acquire an habic of chat fin, and what is habe 
tual efpecially in evil chings, ts not eafily loft. 


Hardnefs . WITT. Then Habicual commitfion of fin be= 
contratted gets coxtratted Harduefs of hearc, and feat 
le(ne(s of all Gods Judgements and chreatnings; 

and contrasted hardnefs added ro, natural hard- 

* peecata fiefs, 16'a great progrefsin finning. «* Thy Con- 
Gve fiat {cience is feared, thy heart hard: asthe nether 
commiffio- failftone ; patt feeling. When Pharaoh hardened 
ne sphagt his heart, his fining was great; Exod. 8, 15 
per ‘mul. NOW thou Aigenett thy neck againft all admo- 
tiplicatio- Hitions, “4éf. 7. 5% and: hardeneft thy heare 
nem diu- again{t reptoots, Prov. 29, 1. Now thou acteft 
turnam,itas if thou wert above controul , and if rhou 
adhe couldit, wouldeft {hake off the very Sovereign- 
duita & ty Of God. Exod. 5+ 2- And Pharaoh: (who was 
savetera- ‘come upto the degree of hardnels) faid, Who 
ta,pravum gs the Lord, that I foould obey his voyce, to:let 
onde Mrael goe? I pow not the Lord, weither will I 
pepe: let Wfrael goe.- So bardened Sinners reply to 
lum obdu- Gods Minifters exhorting chem co let their fins 
cunt vo- and Iufts goe 5 faying (at leaft in their hearts) 
luntati f- Who is the Lord, whofe Name you ufe? we 
Cea know nor che Lord; neither wilt we fet our fins 
ff Ames. Oe, Hor our pleafures and profits goes Now 
a Med-p.67. thou fayelt to the Lord, Depart from me, Jod 
@ 21.14, Ady tongueis mine own, whois Lord over 
me? Pfal. 12. 4. Now chou glorieft in thy wic- 
kednefs that is thy fhame, Philip. 3.19. Thou 
rejoycelt to doe evil, Prov. 2,14. and makeft 
a mock of Sin, Prov. 14, ge and makelt a {port 
in doing mifchief, Prov. 10+ 23. Oh: if rbou 
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couldeft wvapexr ir thus ac the day of judge- 
ment, and make as light of torment as now thou 
doft of fing if thou coulde (t brave it out thus 
fore Chrift at his comming,and Ruffian like, bid 
defiance to an almighty God, and angry judee: 
thy cafe were not fo miferabhe: but thou canft 
hor, alas, thou canft not doe ic: Now thou att 
ftout againft the Lord, Aa). 3.13. Burchen 
thou thal fneake and crouch before him. 


Fe 
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1X, Then Fdicial Hie duels is added to : 
contracted Hardnefs, thou haft hardned thine 
own hearr, and Ged will hatden it alfo. Now 
when Natwrall,Contratted,and fudicial, all meer 
in one mans hearr, how hard muft ir fie eds be, 
and how great a finner is this man in the fight of 
God? you read fometime, Pharaoh har rdned 
hisheare himfelf, Exod, 8. 15, and fometim 
thac God hardned Pharaohs heart alfo, Exod. 
10.30... So God giveth menup to their own 
hearts lufts which isa greater judgemenr; un- 
fpeakably greater than «all © bodi ly Plasues. 
Read Rom, 1.21. pe iy. Pfal. Sr. 11,126 
Rev.22, 11. If2.6 10. Hof. 4.145177. 
But here conceive e God aright,‘ when the 
Scripture faith God hardneth mens heart, ‘iris 
not ‘to be undetftood, as if God were'the at- 
thorof cheir fin, no ‘more than the Sun “can be 
the efficient caufe of dark cnefs, for how fhall rhe 
chiefelt good be the atithour of rhe gtéaceft e- 
vill, ve . 


1. God doth not infufe any wickednef: 
their he ats farts 
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2. Nor doth God. tempt chem to fin, James 
1. 13. he may cry.them, buc. noc cempt them 
cofin, 

3. God commands no man tofin, for Gods 
command would. make ic no fin, as in the cafz 
of Abrahams Sacrificing his Son, or the L/rae- 
lites taking the Jewels and Ear-rings of the 
Egyptians : except fuch things as are zatrinfecal- 
Jy evill, as ate hating of God, and blafpheme 
ing of God, and thefe things God canner com- 
mand, as heis {aid thar he cannot lye, T1t. 1.3. 

4. God with greateft feverity forbids mens 
fins, he chargeth you upon pain of damnation, 
upon perill of Hell, corments, thar you finnor, 
but commands mento repent, and mourne for 
fin, therefore doth forbid chem to be hard and 
ftupid under fin, 

5. Neither doth God co-operate, or concurre 
to the wickednefs of their actions, though wich- 
out derogation ro. Gods honour, we may fay, he 
doth concurre to their wicked.aCtions, For in 
him all live and move asd have their beings, 
AQ,-17. 28. The aétion matersally confidered 


aétum now ( ait isan action or morion ) is good, and fo 
ad maliti-.God is the caufe of ir, but the action formally 


41 allise 


coniidered is evill, and fo God1s not the author 
of it, aS when you fpura lame Horie, you are 
the caufe. that the Horfedoth move) but you 
are not-the caufe of his halting. 

6. Buc God. doth permic and {uffer men to 
harden rhemfelves, he. doth not give them pre- 
venting grace, but denieth char ( which he is not 
boundtogive ) which would. keep off this Hard- 

nels 


fier awafting Plague. 33 
Ks nefsfromthem, $0 God is faid to give men 
Ml over cotheir own “wicked heafts, to lee them 
| alone, and leave them co their lufts, Roms, 1: 
ls 24, 26. and co give them overtoa Reprobare 
‘< f) mind, 2 The/. 2.10, 11512, Butif fome thould 
12 | fay, bare Divine permiffion cannot be rhe reas 
© § fon why God fhould be faid to harden mens 
* §) hearcs, no more than he would be faidto fteal,, 
is |) becanfe/he fuffereth men fo to doe. Some there- 
i: f} fore adde, “bas eh 
| 7. That Hardnefs of heare may be confideted acct 
Ms} either as a fins: and fo God is not the author of abril 
wt, | icy or as a punt(hment, and fo ic may be from we op hos 
NO, | * God,as the fame thing in divers refpeas micht mini feip- 
fot } be a fiz, and a pumilhment of former fin, and a fum exca- 
id  cawfe of future finning, fo the fame thing in di- ©27t# 5 [4- 
- . tatas oe 
F vers refpects might be from God, and from the Homo in 
it Fj creature: as dbfalonzs. Rebellion againft the ig, aéio- 
it’ |} King was an hainousfin, as from him, yee it ze gravi/- 
ne § was alfo apunifhment of Davids fins, 2 Sang, fome oe 
rit |) .¥6.22. Bue che Scripture affercs two things vipa we 
ity f} however, (1) That with God dwels no evil, i ygigime 
ee] f) and he cannot be the caufe of fin, and yet agit. 
fo Me Strang iusy 
ay W de volun. Dei cirea peccatum.p. 819. Modé notandi (unt, quibus dici- 
wt) | tur Dens indurie.( 1) Quia Deus jue deferit cosy a quibus defertws 
WO) efts fuumque anxilium fubtrabit aut denegat, privatque eos donis (uis, 
) ae quibus ili perverfe abuG (wit, idem. p. 824. (2) viam cis aperit, ob 
got ) 7¢dFa ce} occaffones fubminiftrans, quibses illi flagitia exequantury 
Ut in perniciem fwam ‘Haat. 826. ( 3) Offerts confert, aut facit ea gua 
| [ua natura bominem ad bonum converterent, atque ad iktustrandum, er 
09 B) emolliendum vaterent , fed abuteatium Vitio fit, ut magis obdurextur, 
pie | P.837.( 4) flagella, flagellorums remota, adverfa, impiorym indu- 
5 ot | rationem promovert, iieque pulfatt infler izcudis fubmallea magis indu- 
de Oy refcurt, p. $28. 
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(2 ) expreflely faith, chat the Lord hardned. 
Pharaohs heatt Exod. 10. 20. Though we know. 
not the manner, that doth notleffen che dread- 


fullnefs of the. judgement, but when God doth} |, 


judicially hardensthen men are almoft ripe in fin’ 
and for hell. 


SS Sera jery Sse 2 pend 


now are fic for any wickednefs, and ftop not at 


the moft abominable and oachfome praaifes. | | 


Now they can blafpheme, and mock God, and 
deride holinefs, and a& like incarnate Devils, 
when the peoplein 4#. 14.8. 23. faw the won-| 
derfull works wrought by che Apoftles ; they faid, 
The gods are come downto usinthe likene(s of men, 
but whenwe fee the moft abominable, and for- 
did pra@tifes of wicked men, might we not fay, 
the devils are come up tons inthe likene{s of meu? 
When men ate judicially hardened they will 
commit fins again{t nature, Roms, 1.24, 26. Xcof 
And could’ wifh there were no Gods nay now 
they are (waenthey have given chemfelves over 
to work wickednefs, and God hath given them) 
over too, whenthey fay; we will be filthy, and} 
God fay, you fhall be filthy) eager and greedy |} 


after fin, they weary themfelves in committing} 


iniquity, and yec are not weary of iniquity, and} 


do even fcorne at threatnings, and mock ath 


judgements, 2 Pet. 3.3,4,1en walking after their 
> $ $°354 : 


evn lufls,. fay, where is the Promsife of his comings | 
Jar fuce the fathers fell afleepsall things continue as 
they were from the beginaing of the creati oneMfe 5-F9a|h 


T hat |i 


X. When: God hath::judicially: hardned j ¢ 
chem, they lerJoofe the revgnes of their lufts andi , 
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That ay, let him make {peed . and haften bi 
work, that we may fee it : and let the couxfell of 
the holy one of Ifrachdraw nigh, and come, that we 


MmaAy know it. 


Thus finning with judiciall hard- 


hefs,and dyingin finall impenitency, are ac the 
bottom round, from whence they :tep into end- 


lefs mifery. 


Thus you fee how great a matrer a lirtlé fire 
kindlech ; and from~ how {mall beginnings fome 
thave proceeded »to the very pitch and height of 
fin, that can fearce be worfe { fave inthe fre- 
Quene ireration of che fins, thac they commit) - 
for they have gotinco all kindsof fin, chey.aré 
Suilty of {piricuall wickednefs, which the devilf 
| 1s, malice enmity again(t God and goodnefs,@c. 
| vand: of» corporall» wickednefs as Adultety; 
| Drunkennefs, Glurcony, @c. .. Which the Devill 
as Not capable of committing » the Devill being 
only.a fpiric, buc .menconfift of body and {pi- 
ft, and fo may commit more fins for kind, 
than the Devill himfelf can: do, 
bid that after {uch’a judgement, amoneftus 
fhould be found fuch finners, this will. be an 
evil requital] tothe Lord for his» removing his 
fote judgement from us. 


But God .for- 


S EC Te VII. 


Under what dif, 


penfations do wicked mén grow 


_ worfe and worfe > 


N the generall Lanfwer, wicked men are the 
worfe in all conditions chac:God puts chem 


in 


STS Ss 


cO:more patcicularly they are worfe and worfe, 
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: Gods -Providentes, 
“Under 1 Gods Ordinances. a 
-Firft, Wicked men wax worfe under all Gods 7 


Providences, whether a" 


; Profpe rity, | holve 
Of 2 Adverfity, ie 
pfor 


wag) Delivetrances, : ss.” 
Prelperity I. Ungodly men are worfe under their pro- pes 
fpetity, when the world {miles upon them, and | 
when they have ail thar their carnall hearts can J in 
with snd defire * If the Sun fhine,it hardens. che J ™ | 
clay, and the more. ic makes che dunegbill fend | Salat 
forth unfavory {mels, Rons.2.4. Or defpifeft chow § 
the viches of bis geodne(s and forbearance, and | 
tong- faffering , not knowing that the goodne/s of | 
God leadeth thee torepentauce vet §. But after thy 
hardne{s and impenitent heart, trea{ureft up wrath 
“againf? the day of wrath; and revelation of the | 
righteous judgement of God» Awicked man is § 
more hardened by Gods kindnefsto him ;-4uzus § 
Taigaus beneficiofit pejor, Awicked hearts made § 
worfe by every kindnefs, As, Chrift fed Fudas 
at his table, and he runs prefently co betray him. | In 
The more'God ‘aboundeth rothem in common § |) 
eoodne(s, the more hey abound againft Godin & ‘ttl 
multiplied wickednefs. Veh,9.16, ad 27.Pfal.§ Hon 
78,22,17. Prov. 1.32. The profperity of fools} The 
fall defiroy them, Ufa. 26, 10. Let faver bef hid 
(Bewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteon{= te 
xefss inthe land of sprightne{s will he deal un= Ves 
jufily, and will wot hebotd the maiefty of the Lora, § hi, 
They ate worfe by profpericy. B Pe, 
S. Becaule chey are thereby lifted xp with pride . eh 
hy and } Norley 
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ana car all confidence; many men the more rich, 
the more proud, and the protder, che worfer; 
che more their riches increafe, the more they 
fet their hearts upon them, and the. more a 
mans heart is upon the creature, the worfe he is. 
Profpericy is full of (nares; and we are apt then 
to forgee God, and to lift up che heel againft him: 
Dut. 32.15, Bat Jefurue waxed fat and kicked, 
thon art waxen fat thon art grown thick , thox art 
cowered with fatne(ss then he forfook God which 
made hin, and lightly efteemed the Rock of his 
Salvation, Hereis creat profperiry, and greac 
impiety ; and God feeing how apr his own peo- 
ple are tobe worfé by profperity,- doth cautio 
them largely aeainftic, Deut, 8.7, 11512, 133 
14,17, 18. ‘2 2 
2. Wicked ‘men “are worle ‘by_profpericy 
becaule thea Whey have more feel! 10 feed their 
Is? Sodowmites had fulnefsof bread, and 
that did feed theifuncleennefs. They rurn Gods’ 
eface into wantonnels, and ‘his mercies. into 
fuell for cheir witkednefs. “Thofe ‘hinges which 
fhould-be’ cords 6f love to dtaw them to God) 
they turn’ to the nourifhménr’ of their finnes 
againlt God, and défire riches not thac they may 
elorify God, ‘bur grarify cheir lults), Fam. 4. 3. 
Fhe more abundance of oucward things a dritn- 
kard harh, the more he is able to pleafe his 
palate with great abundance of the richeft 
Wirties; the mote the adulterer hath, che more 
he beftows upon his harlot “and {6'the ‘oreatet 
plenty, che more’ chey lead a fenfuall, bruitifh, 
flefh-pleafing life, and che more’ of that, ‘the 
worfe they be, D 3 2. Wick- 
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' becaufe they are. apt to gather Gods [pectal love. 


* pfal. go. 
18,19, 209 
21. 


3« Wicked men in profpericy are the worfe, 


to. theus, from the common bounty he beflowes upon 
them. Becaule the world {miles upon chem, 
they chink God doth fo too: Becaufe Gods hand 
1s opened to then, therefore they think they. are 
engraven upon his hearc, and chink Divine To- 
leration * is Divine Approbation, when indeed 
ic isa fign of Gods creat difpleafure, to give 
profperity to a man ina finfull courfe. God 
was angry with the rich man in the Gofpel, 
when he gaye him more abundance: than he 
knew how to beftow, Lak, 12. 18, 19, 20.. and 


16-1%9,20, They are apt to think that is the. 


belt way, which is the moft profperous way, 
Fer. 44.17. Bat we will certainly “doe whatfoever 
thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn Ins 


cenfe tothe Qucen of heaven, and to por out drinks 


Offerings nto her, as me have. dove, we, and 
our Fathers, our Kings and our Princes, in the 
Creyes of Judahy and inthe freets of Jerufalem, 


for. then had we planty of Villnals, aud were well, 


and faw no evil: Vert, x 8. Bat ince we left off 
to burn Incenfe ta the Queen of Heaven, and to 
pour out drink Offerings unte her, we have wanted 
all things, aud have been con{umed by the {word 
avd by the famine. By profpericy. they. cake en- 
couragement to proceed in their Iniquicy, 

4+ Wicked “men by ptolperity are worfe, 
becaufe, they are apt to put far from them the 
evil day, and the hour and thoughts of Death and 
Judgement, and. the Life to, come: In health 
they have not terious thoughts of - ficknefs): a 
“gh | | wicked 
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wicked’ mani is too apt co chink thac che Sun of 
Profperity which. fhines upon him, will never 
fer, nor be clouded. Pial, 49. 11. Their ine 
ward thought tw, that their heufes (hall. continue 
for ever, and their dwelling places to all gene- 
vations: they call their Lands after their ows 
Nanses, In Profperity they think little of deaths 
Luk. 12. 19, And I will fay to my {oul, Soul, 
thor haft goods lad up for many years, eat, driak , 
and be merry. They promife chemfelves a con- 
tinuance of their oucward happinefs, and fo fin 
more freely and abundantly. J/a, $6.12. Come 
ye, fay they, 1 will fetch Wine, and we will fill 
ovr (elves with fireng drink, and'to morrow {hall 
be as this day, and much more abundant. This per= 
fwafion begets carnal fecuricy,’ and the more fe- 
cure, ftill che worfe. 


Sper, VIII. 


T wh i" a men are often times worfe Adverfity 
under adverfity, jadgements and afe makes 
futtions that do befallithem, the mote they are Wicked _ 
punithéd, che more they-are hardened § there is T°" 
nothing in adverficy and judgements, in ficknefs 
and-plagues, in poverty and diftrefs, to make an 
alteration or a change in che hearc of a finnet 
from worfe co better, excepr God fanSifie it. 
The Plague upon the body is not a,remedy in ic 
felf co cure the Plague of the heart, for men love 
more’the plague of their hearcs chan'they loathe 
che plague of cie body. Poltaly outward Judge- 
D 4 ments 
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Directions how talive 


ments may put a {top to fome mens {innings 


for the preienc, buc they will.rerurn to them: 


afterwards , excepe. God {peak effectually ro 
their hearts and confciences,\as_well as lay his 
heavy ftroaks upon the body... Judgement.to a 
finner may be as a Barreto a Thief, ic may fop 
him from the prefenc act, bue-doth nor change 
his heart 5. oras a {torm'to a Mariner, may make 
him ‘caft Anchour for the prefent, but fill -he 
retains his purpofe. of fayling in his Voyage 
when the ftorm is over; they are oftner falve 
for their eyes to fhew them their fin, than phy- 
fick for their-hearts to purge them outs finners 
in Judgements might déclasm-againft their fin, 
buc wichout a\fecled purpofe in cheir hearts to 
decline their fin s where. there is Grace, Affii- 
ctions work patience and fubmiffion; but where 
there is nothing but corruption, chey often work 
paffien, and repining, nor Repentance ; the more 
God fenr his Videtbence and his Plagues upon 
Pharach and che Egyptians, the more they har- 


, dened ihemfelves againft God and his people ; 


and by Gods» Judgements were not the betrer 
but the worfe, Exed. 7.19. to 33, Fa. ¥. §- 
Why fhould ye-be [usitten any more, ye will revolt 
wore and nore: Pfal, 78. 20. They were not 
eftranged from their Lufts, but while their meat 
was in thew months, v.2t.the wrath of God came 
upon them, and flew the fate’ of thems V. 32. 
For all this they fiened fills and believed xot for 
bis woudrous works. And.as it was with the 
woman chat had an Iflue of blood ewelve years, 
in tefpect ofvher bodily diftemper, after ereat 
coft 


after awafting Plague, 


ee 


coft and charge and ule ot means, fhe was no. 
thing bettered, but rather grew worle, Adar. 5. 
25,26. fo under Gods: Judgements ir is with 
molt wicked. men, in reipect of cheir {piricual 
face, chey.are nothing bettered, but rather grow 
worfe, And this appears, 

Firft, Becaufe in me of Judgment they are sot 
feparated from their drofsy Ezek.24.13. 1 thy fila 
thine[s is lewdne{s : becaufe I have purged thee (i.e. 
God ufed-purging Judgments ) and thou waft not 
purged, thow (hale not be purged from thy filthinefs 
any more;till I have caufed my fury toreft upon thee. 
God hath been purging our houfes,but many have 
not been purging their hearts, but recain their 
heart-filchinefs ftil,and cheir life-wickednefs Ril: 
If God in Judgement fay to fuch, You fhall not 
be purged ; their cafe is irrecoverably miferable, 

Secondly, Becaufe they are sot more feriovs in 
Religion chan they were before; either they omir 


ic wholly as before, or are as dull aad formal as“ 


they were before. 

Thirdly, Becaufe they are not brought nearey 
into God, but are rather temoved (were it pof- 
fible ) aca further diftance from God chan be- 
fore. And the Reafons of this are, 

t, Becaufe; When Gods handislifted up,they 
will not fee, 7/4. 26.11, they look more to fe- 
cond Caufes than to God, 

2, Becaufe they fearch not afcer rhe fins chac 
ptovoked God to fo great indignation, 

3, Becaufe, if they do fee their drunkennefs 
and whoredoms, and Sabbath-breaking, yet they 
will noc be humbled for chem,nor forfake them. 
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Sner. IX, 


Deliverans J J.J, VW Icked men are oftentimes worfe by 


Gods delivering theng from Fudge- 
ments and calamitous diffrefes, Take a wicked 
man upon his fick bed, when God “is fhakineg 
him over che: Grave, and threatnine him with 
deach, and: afftighting him wich the tetrours of 
Helly you thall hear him acknowledge his fin, 
confefliag his drunkennefs , his negle& of his 
foul; amd: you fhall hear him, it may be, wich 
tears in: his eyes promifing, if God will raife 
him from his ficknefs, and cruQ hin with life’ 
and time:a little longer, he will forfake his wic- 
ked. company, and prophane che Sabbath no 
more 3, If God willy bur try me (faith the fick, 
dying. man ) how will Tdive, and’ whar will I 
doe, and how obedienrwill I be co the Com- 
mands.of God: And when God -anfwereth his 
defires in his reftoration, he performeth note his 
Promife in his reformation, but is more wicked 
and more vile than before, » You mighe fee this 
in Pharaoh, when the Plagues were upon him, 
Oh then fend for Mofes, and lec him entrear 
the Lord for me,:and thea I wiff: fet [frael 
got: then he confefleth; J-azd my people have 


finned, but the Lord is righteous, Though many 


wicked men, will nor acknowledge nor confefs 
cheir fin in times of Judgement, fomuch as ap 
hardened Pharaoh did. But yet when ehe Plagues 
Were removed, hechardened himfelf moze againtt 
God full): Read: Bved, 8. 8) 15.24. 28, 32, 


i 
ir 
Lit 


SAY | 


after awafling Plague. 
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and 9: 23-24. So Nehem, 9. 27,28, 29, 30. 
Andthe Reafons are, 

t Becaufe after Judgements removed, they 
are more fecure’, and thinks the: bitternefs of 
death is pat. 

2. Becaufe they:break cheir promnifes made to 
God in time* of: Judgements; ‘and *fo cheir finis 
greater, and their g set is greater,’and therefore 
they the worfer, of chis ‘more under another. Di= 
reGtion. 

3 Becaufe Judgement’ is removed from 
them before they are purged from their fin 
When the Plaifter is caken off before che foreis 
healed, ic will be worfe # the courfe'of phylick 
is not cohtinued, till the vicious humouts aré 
difperfed and purged away’;:‘bue Gods people 
defire the cure may be wrought, before the Af- 
fli@tion be removed.’ Bue Pharaoh was for the 
removing of ‘che Plagues, bat fior che hardnefs 
of his heart. 

4. Becaule they adde Incortigiblenets unto 
all their former =fins, and: muf “antwet fo? all 
thofe Judgements: thac were foft<upon them. 
Wicked men 2fhall not only: -anfwer fot their 
Merciess but for cle Judgemenes.God fent upon 
them to reclaimethem Sinners, God fent the 
Plague inco/thy houfe, and themhe’ looked thot 
{houldeft have! haftened'to havethrown fin out 
of thy hearc;. but thou halt nor done ic: God 
did caft thee upon a bed of fieknefs;' buc thy 
bedsof ficknefs was not’ to rhee@ bed of forréw 


formthy fin, chou B wledft, and ‘ctyedft out of 


th yloathfom runiing-fores; but nor of thy nei 
eare 
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heart, and more Loath{ome fins: thy body was 


3 


pained, bur chy hearc nor broken chou hat been 


punifhed and delivered, but are not reformed ¢ 


buc know.the more chou haft finned,and the more 
thou haft been punithed here, and yetfin ftill, 
the more fhalechou te cormented in hell, For 
thefe thou fhouldett Look upon as means, which 
God doth ufe to bring thee to himfelf, and the 


More means thou hardeneft chy felf againft, the | 


More is chy fin, and the more hal be chy mifery. 
Thus wicked men are oftentimes the worfe by 
Gods Providenceés. But if this be thy cafe thar 
readeft thefe Lines, that waft adtunkard before, 
end wile be drunk more frequently now; thac 
waft a lukewarm Formalift before the PI acue bee 
sun, but now chou arc quire cold in the matters 
of Religion ; I charge thee in the Name and fear 
ofthe Eternal God, that thou prefently bechink 

thy. felf, whacan aggravation this will be of th 
continued and increafed wickednefs, and thar 
thou curn from: ir, leaft God cum thy body:in- 


to che grave by. fome other diftemper, as an_ 


Ague, or Feaver, or Confumption, though’ -he 
did not by the Plague, Ohchink with chy felf, 
God hath taken away fome of thy finful Com- 
Pantons, chat were wont tobe drunk and fwear 
With thee, who: if God thould bring them back 
again from thedead, would tell thee thar they 
are damned for their Drunkenne(s, and that they 
have been in Hell among Devilss -and have fele 
che wrath of God to be heavy and incolerable, for 

thofe very fins they have committed in thy com> 

pany, and chou wich chem: Would not they tell 


thee, 
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thee, if they had chy time, they would pray. but 


{wear prophanely no more, if God had fuffered 
them to out-live che Plague;or would after death 
and tryal of the rorments of Hell, enttuft chem 
with life again,chey would be better. Remember, 
fome of them thatthe other day were drinking 
unco drunkennefs in the Ale-houfe, dying in fi- 
nal impenitency, are now damned with the De- 
vils ; chac fome of them chat the other day thou 
had{t by the hand, and drunkeft unto in the Ta- 
vern, and did fing and roar cogether at your 
Cups, are now howling and roaring amongft the 
damned, and are fcorched in thofe flames, and 
rowling in that Lake of brimftone, where there 
fhall be no mercy, no mitigation, no ceffation of 
their corments; And know thou, whoever thou 
art, that if chou doft not fpeedily return. co God, 
if chou doft not mend thy life, and that qaickl7 
too, if thou doft not repent and reform, and 
that quickly coo, thou.thale be a compartion wich 
them in corments, wich whom thou waft compa= 
nion in finning: Tc was but a few dayes fines, 
chat they were with thee upon the earth, and if 
thou are not changed, ir will be but a few dayes 
hence, and thou (hale be with them in Hell, and 
when thou-art there remember, once thou read- 
eft fuch lines that told thee fo. Therefore, if 
thou art not refolved for Hell, be perfwaded to be 
betrer afcer fuch an awakening Judgement; if 
chou valuett chy foul, if chow haftany fear of Hell 
and Wrath yer lefe in thee, lec-ic. work co a 
fpeedy Reformation, Tell me, what if God 


had fetthee infome place, when five, fix, feven 
thous 


en 
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thoufand dyed ina Week of the dreadful Plague 
Camoneft whom no doube bat ‘many went to 
Heaven, and are now viewing the Son of God, 
Gc.) that.chou mighceft have fen, i Impenirent 
Drunkards, and impenicent Worldlings, and 
¥mpenitent Swearers, feized upon by Devils, 
and carried into torments, gone crouding in at 
the broad gate into pains eternal and unfpeak- 
able, and coulda but have heard their words, or 


_ perceive their apprehenfions of their manner of 


life upon the earth, how would this have’ affested 
thee ? after fuch a fight as this’ what wouldft 
thou doe? Be drunk Gill? would thou be a 
Swearer anda Worldling ftill? a Pormalift and 
Hypocrice full > ‘then, if thou wilt be damned, 
goe on, who'can help ic? But racher return, 
repent, that chou mighreft have everlafting canfe 
to admire God, chat thou dyedft nor in this 
Plague, till chou repenceft of ay fin, and waft 
prepared for another World. 
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Icked men willbe worfe as 


eae Y 
der the difpenfations of Gods 
Ordinances. But here I {hall be'the fhorter, be- 


caufe it hath been che Providence of God in the 


face Plague thar hath moved me to this work, 
to which I would have my words have more in- 
mediare’ reference: Many if kg men afte 
oftentimes che worfe 

i. For the Wofd of ‘God“and the preaching 
chere- 


er oe 


thereof Not that rhere is any thing in the Word 
to make men fo, but it is * accidental-to the * Scex- 
Word ; ic may be occafioned by the Word, bur ie se 
caufed by their own corruptions, Minifters ss iss 
might preach till chey-wafte their frength, and perimere 
yet they will be Whofemongers and Adulte- q#exquam, 
rers ftill, they will be-envious and malicious /” vane 
ftill. “The fame Sun thar foftens the Wax, doth athe 
harden the ‘Clay: Obed-Edom was blefled for Bez. in 
the Ark of God, but’the Philiftines were curfed 2 Cor. 20 
foric. Ungodly men fuck poyfon from the fweer 1° 
Flowers of Gods Werd, which yields nourifh- 

ment tothe fouls of Gods people. Weak eyes 

are che forer if they look upon the Sun. “Natt- 

ralifts obferve , thac thé fragrancy of precious 
-Oyntments is wholfom forthe Dove, but it kills 

the Beetle; and thac Vultures are killed with 

the Oyl of Rofes. And Sr. Pan, chat che’ Word 

nto fome, the favour of life unto life, and to others, 

the favour of death unto death, 2 Cor.2.16, 17. 

2. For the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, By the Sa? 
That which is to Believers, Calix Vita, a cup of “tament. 
Life, is to Unbelievers Calix Mortis, a cup of 
Death. Wicked men call good evil, fo they turn Grande id 
that which is good in it felf, to be evil unto acfus, 
them. Dontems male utentibus nocet. Good becomes quando re- 
evil ro chefe thar ufe ic not aright. St, Pal, 4» 

; non modo, 
trearing of the Sacrament fayes, Ye come toge- nin pink. 
ther uot for the better, but for the worfes I Cote cit pei 
Yr. 17- Thered Sea faved the Ifraelites, but fed in veo 
drowned the Egyptsaes, And’the reafon why *¢*“# 
the Devil makech drunkards and profane fwear- ith pit 
ers fo eager-after this Sacrament (as our fit ; Corrs, 
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Parents after the forbidden Fruit) is, becaufe he B that 
knowes ic willdo them harm, not good; asabad il 
{tomach full of crudities turn the food received | Ww 
Not into che nourifhment of the body, but for the Bis 
feeding of cheir humourse Asa mans Sea-fick- Bil 
| nefs is occafioned by the waves, but the foulnefs B ise 
“ of his ftomach is the caufe thereof. They muft Ff fic 
needs be worfe, >For (1) che Devil takes fuller Bh, 
pofleffion of their hearts: When Fadas had |) oy) 
eaten the fop, che Devilentredinto him: that’s |) ai: 
a fatal mor{el, when the Devil follows ic, Foh.13. |) iy: 


of heaven are hereby ftrengthened; they chink, 
af they doe bur receive, their fins fhall be pare | 
doned, and their fouls faved. (3) Their cullt is yh, 
more encreafed, becaule they are cuiltyofthe | — 
body and blood of Chrift.. Thisis dreadful cule, ify 
this is a bloody fac, (4) They, prophane Gods __| ht 
Ordinance,and abufe Chrifts Infti tution. ( 5) They i 


26,27. (2) Their prefumprion and falfe hopes J ini 


are thereby riper. for temporal Plagues, 1 Cor, | ban 

+ ze ; yi 
11.30 6) They eac and haften their own dam- 1D dus 
nation, 1 Cor,11. 29, But I dwell nor upon his, ted 


becaufe I muft purfue my defign.in reference to 


: : Ip Pec 
the late providence in the dreadful Plague. Mo 
SECT. XI... A The 
Queftion Why God is plealed to remove Fudgements, thongh =— || kal 
Feureh, many men are worfethan they were before 2 ip My 
Qi. 
yay 
Ts God fhould ftay his hand, and pur up Wt, 
& his Arrows inco his Quiver, and his Sword oh 
inco his fheath, and call in che deftroying Angel, IF ten 
sindeed macterand caufe of great admiration; |) ing 
that 
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after awafting Rlague, 


thac when men finttill, God dorh nor {laughter 
ftil; when men provoke him fill, thac he dosh 
not by the Piague punifh chem ftili: The fing 
that Were offenfive unto God at firit,are amongtt 
us ftill ; che fins continue, che Judgement re- 
moved : Oh ftand and wonder ar chis, chac when 
Joftice hath cuc down fo many, that Mercy yet 
hath {pared fomany ; efpecially if you ferioufly 
confider Gods holinefsiand purity, Gods juftice 
| and. fevertcy, Gods infinite hacred unto fin, and 
thac it 1s not the deach of thoufands chat can fa~ 
| usfle Gods Juftice, nor the death of thofe that 
are gone down into the grave. chat have paci- 
fied Gods wrath for us thac do yetremain alive, 
| What maybe che Reafons? 
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dene this?..We mutt anfwer, We all have fine 
ned. Ifyou goz into your houfes and dwelling 
places, and finde fo many living, afcer fo ereata 
Morality, and ask, why hath God done this? 
We mutt anfwer, Ic is for his own Name fake, 
| The Plague was infliQed becaufle we had dif- 
| pleafed him, bur ic is removed becaufe Mercy 
| hath pleafed hima: We had deferved the in« 
| fiting of ir; but could normerit the removing 
ofir.. In thislate Providence Tuftice and Met. 
cy have been wonderfully magnified ; JuRicéin 
|Temeving fo many thoufands, and Laying chem 
in their graves ; Mercy in {paring {o many c’ ou- 
i fands, 


tgs 


a 


1. God hath done this for his own Names Reafone 
fake: Ifyou goe to che Church-yards and Bue are, 
tal places in and about che City, and fee the 1 From 
heaps of dead bodyes, and.ask; Why hach God'CS* 


50 Direétions bow to live 
fands, and maintaining them in life chat have 
been fo long walking in che Valley of the fha- — 
dow of death: Thisis,becaufe-Godinthe midi § 
of Judgement hach remembred Mercy. Ezek,36. § Mi 

ai 2%. But I had pity for nsine holy Name,--Vete22. ni 

ie Therefore (ay unto the boufe of Tfrael, thus faith BW 
| the Lord God, I ‘doe not this for your fakes, O | jas 
hou(e of Ifrael, but for mine holy Name fake. So. §¥ 
when God gives good'things, as well as when he |f 
fémoveth evil, it is for his Name fake. God | de 
hach taken away your ficknefs and plague-fores, ‘|p ttl 
and given you health. Verf. 31.7 ben (hall yere= \¥ it 
member your own evil wayes, and your doings, that | iu 
were not good, and {hall loathe your {elves in your \B il 
own fight, for your Iniquities, and for your Abomi- } 'h0i 
nations. V.32, Not for your fakes doe I this, faith ~ 
the Lovd Ged, be it known unto you; be alhamed } 
awd confounded for your ewn wayes, O houfe of If- \¥ ji 
rael. Ohif you have been {pared for his Names J iti 
fake, then let all the praife of your life be unto 
his holy Name. But then you muft not be worfe |} jin 


i buc better than you were. na 
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2. From 2, God hath removed his Judgement in az-_ 
na one (wer to the Prayers of his people. Prayer hath been |} (i 
convertes's "9 ancient Antidore againft rhe Plague, and ma- | tt, 
ny have been preferved from the grave as a re- D) i, 
curn to prayer ;’ and fo ic hath of old been pre-. th 
valent for the removing of che Plague: And)| ij 
therefore Magiftraces commanding the people to} by 
faftand pray, proceedéd in Solomons courfe to)| ~ 
have ir removed 5 + Krag. 8, 37. If there bein) | 
the Land Famine, if there be Peftslence—— whate) | tn 
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after a after a wafting Plagues 


Hoever Plague, whatfoever fick keels there bes What 
Imuft they do then? Ver{.38. What prayer and fup- 
\plication( prayer you {ee isa Panpbh, AY mB ACH, a L2- 
imedy forevery difeafe )foever be made by any max, 
jor by all thy pe ople I{rael,which (hall know every man 
ithe plague of his own heart and {pread forth his 
hands towards this howfe. Verl.39 Then hear thon 
i heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive— Prayer 

is the remedy prefcribed by Solomon , But what 
jare the perfons whofe prayers fhall prevail for 
[tae removing of fo fore a judgement ? Not thofe 
ithac have Plague-wifhes fo often in cheit 
ee but the prayer of anyman, that know- 


» tech (7.6. feeth andis fenfible of ) the Plague of 


ols own heart. 
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eee God may remove judgements for th the bente 


é te of his Eleét that yet may be unconver! ed, andin - 


thercy to them, who maybe yer in cheir fins, 
God may ftay ehis Plague, ic might be for fome 
| yetunborn , that may procee ed from the Loyns 
of fome that are now worfe thanchey were be- 
fore, . The pacience and long-fuffering of Goc 
is conducible tothe converfion and falvation of 
Gods Eleg& t, 2Pet, 2 315. And doth lead mcn to 
| Tepentance, Row, 2.4. Many peradventure have 
| Hlot yet repent ed, whom God will bring co glo- 
ry; and hechat hath de efiened them. to t the end, 
will preferve chem in-life till che means have 


em ee 


40 God may {pare fome thaca re worfe ‘ by x Re 
| gemoving judgements, becaule as yet.sbey are not bares, 
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ripe enongh for flanghrer: ‘The Oxels \pated lon-§** 
cer time, becatfe nor yer fit for the Shambles. § 


Thus God {pared ferufalem till chey had filled} i 


up the meafure of their fins, AZar. 23.32. Andgm 
fo God exercifed parience cowards the Amorires,§ © 


cill their iniquity was full, Gen. 15.16. God may. 
remove and keep off judgement from {ome § 
and this may be in judgement to them , as 
he may in mercy, dény fome mercies unto) 
fomie, 


S E € Te XII. 


\ 
y 


What are the aggravations,of this great impiety, tom! 


be wore after Gods forest jadgements than they 


were before ? - 


Hat tnany wicked men are fo, we have 
fhetved before, andgiven the proof and| 
feafons of ir, But Wo to you whofe cafe chis is «| 
Is this the rerurh you make co God? Is this the| 


I. 


fruiic of his patience and forbearance to you? 
Do you thus require the Lord ? Oh foolith peo- 
ple and unwife! Deut. 32.6. Will you ferioufly) 


confider this evil frame of heare, and this ungod-§ 


ly prafife in your lives, in thefe following parti+ 
culars? ) 
t I, Are you worfe then you were before,then yan) 
are movelike anto the Devil than you were before, 
and the more unlike to God that made you, fA 


man full of all fin, and benitto every wickednefs 


ty 
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after a Wapting Plague. 


lon ts called achilde of the Devil, 4,13,10« The 
ble Devil fims as much as he can; and'thou doft as 
filed Wickedly as chou cant, Jer. 3. 5. cis afotiyin 
Alen to picture things immaterial dnd invifible, 
ring} nd living, by chings without life, maceclal and 
| my] viible ; never fend a man co-view the pi@ure of 
me pene Devil with a cloven foor drawn ‘by Art, the 
, gmolt exact and: accurate’ lively pifure of the 
vary Dewil (asa Devil,thar is, as a finner) isthe worft 
of wicked men; and who are worfe chan chou, 
phat neither mercy.can' draw, nor judgeméne 
~Hdtive to God-and Chiift ? 


feecettea 


| IL Theworfe you grow , and che furcher you 


» wpproceedin fin, rhe more impudent you will be in 
rthetAe comensiffion of it: The beginnings of fin are 


4 


jofte nm done with bluthings of face, but rhe pros 


fi 


tels im fin is voide of all modefy; then you 


have) i be. drunk andelory in ir, chen you will (wear 
tan)? HG noe be alhamedof ic, Jer. 6. 4's. Were they 
iss 4(Pa4red when they had commuted Abomination ° 
isthe pra); they were not at all alhamed, neither could they 
wigf'?24/?-—Pro. 73% 


ie PSE ae Lh ech duals his Ye Ant; 
uf) ~ L1L-/ The further’ chou proceedeft in making 


ooggProgee (sim chy fin, the mare te: 1s to be feared thou 
atti wut never retitrn , but’ if thou lhouldeft, the mare 
Hot haf to forraw for. Te is but very rare chac 
-—|Gad bringeth thofecback that are come up cto an 
ni neigat of fin; fomerimes he dorh,that bone mighe 
finjoe Par 3; bucivery- rarely, char none might pre- 


ny 3 
; jjfume. It is to be feared chou arc forfaken of 
pagiocds and behach lefe thee co thy felf, when 


| 


i E 3 word, 
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eg trsprt as 
Viitum , 
quo qiti [am 
borat, ad 
quodvis 
(celus, pa- 
vatus eft. 


Joh, 8.44. 
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word, nor rod, can reclaim chee from thy finynor J ¢ 
put a reftrainc upon thee from. waxing worfe. ‘] 

Iv. The worfe chou arcafcer fuch a judges § 
ment, The fooner God will be provoked to haft on § r 


thy deftruttionby fome other. . God hath not {pent th 
all his artows in che lare judgement, he hath his §, 
Quiver full fill; and) chou go onwhen God} 
eiverh thee yet afpace torepent, afcer fo great t 
a warning by the Plague, he will eve long catt! 
thee intoa bed of trouble, Rew. 2.21, 226 Thy} " 


e f 


increafed wickednefs is: to Gods wrath, as the} 


* 
blaft co the fire-; will quickly blow irupinto aff 
flame; chough thy confcience is afleep, yetthy} ,, 
dagapation »flumberech nor, 2 Pet, 2.1.3+ while} ° 
thou lingerelt in thy fin , Gods judgements do} 
not linger, but are upon the wing ; and the} ‘ 
worfe thou art, che fooner will chey befall rhee,} | 
and. be more-heavy when they come. Jer.48.166) l 
The calamity of Moab is near to come > and-his afa\h 9 
fiction hafteth faft. i" i 
sie 


V. The worfe thou growelt; the more thou bea: 
peft up treafres of wrath, -and-every fin is adding) 
co the pile of chat fire by-which thou mufteter+l . 
naily be burned; cemporal judgements mighil 
quickly befall.chee, bucif.they donot, eternal 
damnation. {hall overtake thee s~-and the higher 

| [Pie rq * 

thou goeft in wickednefs,che Jower thou fhale fink ~ 

and lye.in hell;God will proportion thy degree;|} 

of torments ro thy growth and progrefs in fin! 
‘ Now thou hafta treafure of fin, AZat. 13. 35, 

CREIE BF been) thhis treaty eee | is 

44n4 Goa natn ols treaiures of wrath, Dest. 3 2.34 
Ang 
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——— ag on: a ee 
And as chou layeft # fin,cothecreafury offin, fo 


SMT God layeth iz. wrath, co the treafury of wrath, 


* Rom,2.5. Thy prefenc prefervation, is but a* @ysuy- 
refervation to Steaterindignation, chen is difco- eas. a. 
vered in a Plague. Tarditatems [upplici: gravitate @* 73 wus 


-s e10y. Wye 
compenfabit dens. He will recompence the delay "7, 


te") of-chy miferyand punifhmenc ; wich the weight cra/tizum 


mE and load of it, Fob 36.13. recondere, 
| qivo figni fi- 
Catur homines dum cupiditatibus fuis quotidie indulgendo extftimant fe 
aliguod bonis (uis adjicere, tandem pro thefauroinventnros det indigua- 
tionem. Bez inloc. 


i 
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VI. To be worfe and moré»wicked after. fo 
stéara judgemenc, will be to flight and: (et at 
nought the juftice of God, when you havefeen 
with your eyes the dreadful heaps of dead Corpfe, 
chatic hath made in-every Church-yard. Have 
you not feen that God is difpleafed wich fin, and. 
will you.ge on todo worfe , as ifvyou would bid 
defiance'to God; even when he ts angry and dif 
pleafed? Have you notfeen:chacchere is wrath 
in God? and that juftice wilkcall finnets to his 
barre by dragging chem our of this) world > And 
will you after allchis goon tofin againfta jut 
God, andasit werefay, ler juftice do its plea- 
fure, I will have mine? chis doth aggravate 
your fin. 


— pe ee Ere 


VII. To be worfe after fuch a judgement, will 
De to\fin againft the Patiewce and the mercy of God 
that hath (oared thee, and waitethto (ee what th 
baat pat [pare thee, Andwartethto fee what thou 
E 4. wee 
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wilt do after [ach-a wifitation. The mércy of God 
is. che atttibuce thoutntendetttovappeal ro, itis 


> that which thouhopett im, bur by this:thy wick- 
ednets thou wilt turn mercy it {elf againgt thee, 


thac which thou wile make chy tequeft uno, mug 


be the mercy of God, buc this willplead again 


chee, and patience willplead againtt chee. Lerd, 
will Mercy fay, when thoufands dyed weekly in 
London , J had pity upon this fisner and did [pare 
him ; when the “nye! went through the Streets and 
Lanes inLoncon, I Mercy marked out this wean 
for longer life, buthe abufed me, and franed the 
more, And I |-fhall Pavience-fay| waited [ome 
monethsor years after the Plage, tofeeif the mer- 
cy hewed bina; would any thing weark wpon bivn but 
1 was abufed too as well as Mercy: 9 he longer 1, 
Patience. did lengthen ont his life, the merehe ad« 
ded to his fins, and therefore nos me; bath Patience 
and. Mercy, deliver hime #p into the hands of fuftice 
toideal with bine vaccor ding to bis fins, and-acedrd- 
ing ta the wrong heharh offered wato Us, Oh how 
will chy mouth be {topped when Mercy and 'Pa- 
tience thall plead againfttheex finsacain( Mer- 
cy and protracted Patience, are averavaced fi 183 
and che pleadings of Mercy and Patience acain(t 
aman, willbe the moft piercing ‘cutting plead- 
ings. : 


ss 
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VIII, The worfe thou art, the more thou wilt 
have te anfwer for, and the reater accounts thou 
wilt haveto make when ever thou fbale dye. The 
more thou finneft, the more fins fhale thou finde 
is the book of Gods remembrance > and in the 


f. 
book 


oa ee 


book of chine own Conicience, when thon fhalt 
be brought before the Barr of God: So many 
fins committed before the Plague begun, and 
fo many while che Plague: continued, and fo 
many when it was flayed, and chis finner {pared. 
When ic thall be fer down in the book of God, 
fuch a finner was diunk fo many times while 
the Plague was round about his habication, fo 
many Oaths he: fwore, when hé faw mulricudes 
buryed every day; fo long the Placue was in 
the Partfh wherevhe dwelr, and in the houfe in 
which he lived, ‘andthe never made one hearry 
prayer unto God all chat time: And fuch no- 
torious fins, in, and aftera time of a weeping 
Plague, will muleiply thy account and aggra- 
vate thy mifery. 
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IX. Fo be worfe after fuch Judeemenrs, will 
be tovadde Lxcor: igiblenels to thy former wicked- 
nefe 20As before thou didft thew thae chou hadtt 
an wstexchable heatr, fo now chon declare chou 
haltansecorrigible heate 2! Thou wouldett not be 
inftrusted by: Gods Word ; neither wilt thou 
be corrested’ by "Gods Rods ‘thou didit flop 
chine ears againft Gods Word, and thou har- 
denelt chy theate segainft his Rod. Bue if thou 
wile not be.corre@ed'by a Plasue, thou fhalc be 
tormented in che Infernal Pir. 

X. Tobe worfe after (uch a Judgemenr, will 
be high Ingratitude, Thy life was the deareft 
thing chou haft in the world (.excepe the fin in 
chy heart) for, ski for shia and afl that he bath 
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he will give for his life, (except his fin, and he 
will venture his life, and lofe ictoo, before he 
will pare with his fin,) and hath God kept chee, 
and is chis thy chanks to God, to difhonour him 
more, and to provoke himmore? As if he had 
{pared thee for'no other end, bur co fin againk 
him? Oh whatis Ingraticude if -this be not > 
Oh now for Gods fake, and for thy precious fouls 
fake, that.as chy body hath hitherto efcaped the 
gtave, fo thy foul may (if poffible) efcape the 
damnation ofhell, Be entreared, Sizer, to 
confider.che. evil of thy prefent pra@ice, after 
fuch a narrow efcape of deach and the graves 
Oh wile chou chatare bucbriars and thorns, fer: 
thy felf again God that is a lconfuming fire? 
Doft thou fleight che wrath of the Almighty, ot 

de(pife his power, of contemn his Judgements> 
Doft chou think thac thou cank grapple wich 
Omnipotency, and make chy party good acaintt 
Almighry ftrengch ? Didft thou ever read of any 
one that hardened himfelf againft God and pro- 
{pered ? and doft. chou chink that thou fhalt be 
the fir? who arc thou? or wharis thy ftrenech, 
or what were thy Anceftours, char chou dof thus 
in pride and flubbornnel(s of chy heart dare the 
gteat, ecernal God, who can look thee inro 
hell, and frown chee in a moment into another 
world? Sure, if chou had the knowledge of 
God, of thy felf, of fin, of the guile of fin, of 
Hell and the torments chereof, thou woulde(t 
ot chus proceed to adde thefe new fins to thy 
former old fins, but wouldeft fall. down upon 
chy knzeg, and cover thy face in the very dug 
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before the Lord, in deep humiliation for thy 
fins, and wouldeft own ir as a Mercy fo great, 
that cannot be exprefs’d, thar che Plague hath 
been fo vehemently raging round abouc thy 
habication, and ic may be hach been upon thy 
body, and thou yet alive, and chy body.not rot- 
cing in acold grave, nor chy foul roating Ina 
hot Hell? chink on this, chis is Mercy; and 
wile thou fo abufe ir? 
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ana worfe ander all the D4eans that God nfeth Sixth, 


to make bins better ? 


M* purpofe is not here to fpeak of the de- 
clinings of Grace in the hearts of Gods 
people, which never is fo much (becaufe nor 
toral) to denominate them abfolutely bad, 
though they make chem worfe (becaufe on 
che fofing hand) being compared ‘wich them- 
felves, when betrer in the lively actings and 


daily increafe of grace; but of the growth of 


wicked men in fin and Impiety, which may be 
difcerned by chefe fympromes. 
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I. The le/s aman x attending upon God in the 


wfe of holy Adeans, the worfe he is. Thou watt 
wont to keep up a conftancy, or at leafta fre- 
quency in holy duties, chough rhou never didft 
perform them in a right manaer, nor from a 
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righe principle, nor for a right exd ; yet time was, 
thac chou couldeft nor omic chem, bur chy natu- 
ral Con(cience would reproach chee, and moleft 
thy peace; and though the performance of thofe 
duties in thy manner and way, did neyer prove 
thee to be good, yer the coral omiffion of them 
wow, doth prove thee to be worfe: inalmuch as 
thou haft fhaked off all form of Religion, and 
doft not profefs thy ‘felf to be ac all Religious, 
buc haft @tifled Natural Confcience, and laid 
afide-a-fenfe of a Deity, which before did ftir 
thee up to do fome Homage unto God.. Thou 
didf pray, bur wow thou dolt nots thou aiaft 
hear, but xsw thou dott Not ; itis becaufe thou 
arc worfe. 

Il. The “effe thon Lyeft under the common 
workings of the Spirit of God, the worfe thou art: 
Thougn thou heareft and prayeft as before, yer 
the Spirit of God doth noc ftrive with thee as 
before: Thou watt wont co finde chy heart fome- 
thing affe@ted, and to have fome common con- 
victions and relentings for (in, and fome purr 
pofes and refolutions to forfake thy fin, and 
Icave chy wicked wayes and company, and al- 
moft perfwaded co come over unto Chrift: bu 
now thou are no more affe&ted than che fear 
thou fice upon, and the Pillar thou leane 
againit; chou haft quenched the motions of 
the. Spirie, and hein wrach hach deparced from 
thee, and leaves thee to the hardnefs of thy 
hearc, and the blindnefs of chy minde, and chen 
thou muft needs be Waxing worfe, 
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IIT. The more thou art found inthe Iteranon 
aud Repetition of the atts of fin, the worfe thor 
arts Thou walt wont to {wear bur feldom, bur 
now QOarhs are frequent in thy mouth: Thou 
Wait wonrto be drunk more feldom, bur now ir 
is chy weekly, or thy daily practice ; Iteration of 
fin 3 an aggravation of in: The number of rhy 
fins, and the greatnefs of thy guilt is hereby ens 
creafed, and chou made worle. 


IV. The more kinds of fins thon doft efuaily 
fall into, the worfe thou art. Thou watt wont to 
fwear, but not to be drunk, bur now both: 
Thou waft wont to be drunk, but waft not given 
to uncleannefs ; bur now chou art; and co un- 
cleannefs chou addeft {corning at godlinefs, when 
fometimes thou feemed{t cto approve it, and 
{peak for it; and to thy {corning of godlinefs, 
thou proceedeft rothe perfecution of godlinefs, 
when before thou didft prerend to favour and 
tO countenance it, Thou art increafed in thy 
wickednefs. 
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V. The fewer felf-Reflexions, the worfe thom 
art. Thou walt ufero refle& upon thy wayes,: 
and fomeétimes confider of thy deviations from 
the Rule of holinefs, and-thy Confcience did 
check and did reprove thee; bur now chou goeft 
on and never lookeft back, fo much as to con 
fider wherein chou goeft aftray; and though thou 
art more wicked, and more vile, yer thou heft 
more peace’ and quietnels in thy wayes, Ic is 
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hecaufe thy heare is morehard, andthy Con- 
fcience more feared, and thou worfe. 


VI. The greater Light thou finneft againft; 
and the more thod gocft on againft the Dittates 
of thy Gon{cience, the worfe thot art. Confci- 
ence difcovereth to thee che evil of thy wayes, 
the wickednefs of chy life: Confcience threat- 
neth thee with damnation, wich che lofs of God 
and Happinefs, and thundereth againft thee, 
and doth difturb chee in chy fin, and yet thou 
goeft on againtt chy knowledge, and doft impri- 
fon the Truths of God; thou arr worle, 
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VII. The wore of thy heart and will us in thy 
finvings than before, the worfe thor art now, than 
before. ‘The more the will doth ‘give confenr, 
andthe morz the will doth choofe wickednefs, 
the greater progrefs thou haft made in thy fin- 
ful courfes. Though a Childe of God doth com- 
mic a firi, yet-becaule his will and the bent of 
his heart is againftic, the lefler is the aggrava- 
tion of his fin: when he can fay, The thing char 
I doe, I would not, Tallow it nor, So, when 
chou atc wilful in thy fin, chou frequenteft wic- 
ked company, and chou wilt doe ir; thou pro= 
phaneft the Lords day, and thou wilt do ir, this 


- gnakech thee to be very bad. The more of refo- 


fution and purpofe of hearr, che more of the 
choice and confent of the will in finning, the 
@reater js the fianers 
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VIII. The leffer force divine Arguments 
have upon thy heart to keep thee from fin, than 
before , thon art fo mush werfer than thow waft 
before, Time was, thac Arguments taken from - 
the Wrath of God, from the Torments of Hell, 
from Judgement tocome, fromthe Curfes wric- 
cen in the Law of God, did awe\thy heart, and 
reftrain chy hand from the open! a&tings of thy 
orofler fins; .thefe were once the banks thar 
dammed up thy wickednefle, buc now rhou 
fleighteft all thefe, chac Hell doth noe affright 
thee, and the wrath of God doth nor awe thy 
heart ; buc the Spring and Fountain of fin wich- 
in, is rifen higher, and overflowes thefe banks, 
and like water fpreads ic felf, and diffufech ic 
felf in che general courfe of thy life. 
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IX. The leffer force humane Arguments have 
xpon thy heart, to keep thee from fix than before, 
thou art fo much worfer than thou waft before. 
Though abftaining from fin upon fuch accounts, 
doth not prove che truth of grace, yet the com- 
micting of fin notwithftanding chefe, doth argue 
growth of fiz, Now thefe humane Arguments 
chat did formerly reftrain chee; were fuch as 
thefe. 

1. Shame among mene Thou hadf an In- 
clination to wicked company, bue thow waft 
afhamed to be feen amongft them; and cheree 
fore didft not aflociate with them. Buc now 
thou thinkeft ic no fhame, or ifcthou doft, chou 
hafta face of brafs, and an heare of ftone, and 
blufheft not, Thou art worle. 
: | . &. Care 
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a. Care of Reputation. ‘Thou walt tender of 
thy Credit, and good Name 3-and though thou 
hadft a love unto fome fins, chac would have 
difgraced thee amongft men, yet now thou wile 
bloc chy Name, and lofe thy Credit, and facri- 
fice thy Reputation to fatisfiechy Luft. 

30 Coftline/s of fin. Some fins are very charge- 
able, and call for creat expence 5 and thy love 
co thy Money, and natural affection ro thy Wife 
and Children, was a barre which did reftrain 
thee from them: Thou wouldett noc feed and 
fatisfie thy filthy Lufts; becaufe ic would-be 
chargeable to thee; thou refrainedit from trios 
tous Prodigals, becaufe company with chem 
would waft thine Eftace :: But now thou think- 
eft no coft r00 great, no charge too much, that 
thou mayeft have thy fill of fin, but cradefe, 
and laboureft, and workeft, to ger fomething to 
maincain chy Luft, and wile-racher chat thy 
Wife and Children fhould want bread at home, 
than thou fhouldefe not have enough ro {pend 
upon thy fins abroad, Thou are now grown to 
an exceeding magnitude in fin, thac chou arc 
monttrous to beholders. 

4. Health of body, Such fins that tend to 
the impairing of chy health thou wouldefe not 
€¢ommit: Thou didft refrain, not fo much: be- 
caufe they would damn thy foul, as deftray 
thy body. Thou thoughtefe exceflive drinking 
would fhorten chy life, and haften chy death, 
and bring chee fooner to thy grave; char acts 
of uncleannefs would fill chee full of loachfom 
difeafes, and leave fome mark upon chy body, 
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't'}) whereby thou woulceft: be nored'for an unclean 
int | adulcerer, But now thou wilt venture healch, 
it} and life, and alt chat chou mayeft’ more freely 
Wk | fim: and the very food thou eatelt is xow not only 
| to nourtth thy body, buc to provoke thee to luff. 
| Verity chou art much. worfe'than'thow waft, 

eS. Fear of death. When the féat of God would 
"¢ | Not prevail co keep thee from fin, yer fear of 
fe | death fomeimes hath done‘, atid according to 
in | che ftrengch of the fears-of death; have been chy 
id | reftraincs. from fin : bar'now thow cant think of 


it | death, and {peak ofthy death, and yet 'a&@ chy 
no | finne, : 
at | 6. Difpléafure of mens Thou hafehad depen* 
ke | dance upon fome chat hate fuch fins that thou 
it f Foveft in thy hearc, bur becaufe thou wouldett not 
‘t, | Loofe their favour thou haft bridfed thy fin, bur 
} Now thou fayeft the reignesloofe upon the neck 
| of-thylults, and-wile proceed to obey them, fet 
i, | Who will be difpleafed thereby.Whe'n chou wilt 
| difpleafe chy beft friend, and them upon whoit 
@ thou doft depend for lively-hood'and mainte. 
t | Dance, chat thou mayfe pleafe thy Luft, itisa 
j fign that fin is very high in thy heart,any one of 
# chefe formerly were a fufficient bole co keep thee 
p from grofler fins, but now all put togethet 
- Jatetoo weak s) acfigne thac fin’is fo much thé 
y | Rronger, bt : 
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with poverty as the frutce of chy fin; wichdtfeafes 


in thy body, wich horrours im thy confctence, 
with che deathof thy-relations; when thou’ haft 
cafted che bittermefs of finco fet againft the plea- 


fures Of .finy when God ;hath put worm-wood — 


and gall-incothy fing yee: thou art bent upon ic! 
thou arc-very, bad. 
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XI. The more thon juftifiet and defendef? thy, 
felf after the commiffion. of -fin than formerly, fo 
much the worfer thon art than formerly, hen 
thou waft reproved, chou watt ule to acknow-_ 
ledge thy fin, and to -confefs thy wicked= | 
nefs, but now thou \doftplead for chy lu, and | 
pleadeft for. chy evil wayes'; and takeft ithe | 


quarrell of, fin upon:chy felf, itisa figne chy |} 4 


B thee 


heart 1s more weddedto chy lufts, by how much 
the morethou, efpoufeft ics caufe. 
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XIE When -thou art more prefumptuons inthy |} 


fianings,and addeft more contemspt of God,and pride 
and coutamacy.than formerly, the worfe that art. 
Sins of prefumption are fcarlet fins, ofa crimfon 
dye ; when a man finneth againft God, and blef- 


feth himfelf in his wickednefss: and prefumeth | 


of Gods mercy,, and prefumeth upon the pati- 
ence of God, a man that fins prefumpcuoufly 


makes a bold adventure againft exprefsthreac= | 


nings of the Law of God, and is. mingled wich 
great contempt ‘of Gods ir.isno lefs than re= 
proachtng and defpifing of God himfelf, am, | 
15. 30. Butthe foul. that. doth ought: pre{umptuc 
ot/lp-—-reproacheth, the Lord; and that {onl pe 
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| be cut off frons among his people. vert. 31. Becan[e 
| behath defpifed the word of the Lord, and hath 
onla,, | Oroken bis commandment s that foul (hati be utiera 


| by cut off : his invgnity (hall be upon him. 
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1. | XIN. The more mercies thou finneft ag ainf 

|ithan formerly, the wor[er thou art than before, God 
is hath given thee more metcies, and multiplyed 
ly, MANY Sood chings upon thee, and’ yet thou come 
Weal mitceft more fins, chan when thou hadft fewer 
‘noua MECcles 3 to make Gods mercy to be fewel fox 
i) thy Lufts, is an agoravation of finning,for as much 
+ dg 28 it is contrary toche end of mercy, which isto 
4 ay Craw men off from fin : every mercy thou re- 
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p down with thy-fin; the more good, and the more 
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ANON thy entifemexts or example than before: fo much the 
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CUS) wor fe thos art, When thou ate not content to 
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ig 0 alone, nor todifhonour’ God thy felf, bur 
il draweR and incourageft others ‘todo fo alfo ; 
ue and’ fo damnett thy-own: foul and others too’: 
cw) and maker thy felf guiiry ofthe bloud of rhofe 
HO chow allure with thee inco (in. ° The more fing 
, Na chou commicrer. thy felf, the worfe thou arr, 
atl) andthe more perfons' thon doft influerice by thy 
(ol isto patcake wich thee; che werfe thou ate, 
H : F 2 Thus 
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Thus if chou wile compare thy felf whac thou 


arc xow wich what thou haft been formerly,thou J 

mighcelt difcern how much more thou finneft § ! 

now chan thou didft before. 5 
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Brus I am loach to leive thee witha if t 
a bare conviction, chat chou are worfe than, if t 
thou waft wont tobe ;I fhall add a few confide- jf 1 
rations co prefle thee ropuc aftop untorhy fin- |} 4 
nings, hoping char chough thou haft gone far,.yec |) 
thou mayft return:while chou art our of Hell,thow |) ; 
art within our call, and wichin rhe reach of Exe |); 
bortation and reproof. God hath called often jf i 
to thee toreturn, and yee chou haft not recurn- ||) ¢ 
ed, but art going on unto deftru@tion. The |f ( 
So# of Godhath called to rhee, and faid, How |} ¢ 
long wilt thou. goe on in thy Rebellion againft J | 
him that would redeem and fave thy foul? he J i 
hath cold thee, if chou doft proceed thou muf 
be damned, and faid, the Mercy of God will |} ; 
not fave thee, and my Merits chey, will nor, they |} 
fhall not: fave thee, but:1fthou wile return cof |, 
God, and come to me, here is mercy for thee, — 
here is pardon for chee, and I will give ecernal — 
lite unrothee. The Spirit .of.God.hath often |] | 
moved uponthy heart, he hach been often knock- 
Ins. 
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ing at thy doore, thac thou wouldeft open thy 
heart and let him in, and he would apply the 
blood of Chrift unto thee , and he would fill 
thee wich better joyes, and better pleafures, and 
better comforts than thou ever foundeft inthe 
way of fin. Buc hitherco thou haft topped thine 


ears, and ftiffened thy neck, and hardened chy 


heart, and wouldeft not hearken nor obey. 

The A4iniflers of God have often’ wooed thee 
and befeeched chee with tearsin their eyes, ard 
forrowin thetrhearts, asif their happinefs had 
been wrapped up in thine, and as if they could 
not have gone to Heaven and been faved w'thour 


h thee: while pacience waited upon thee, they 


have been earneft wich thee, and now ac lati 
One unworthy to preach the Gofpel, is a fuirer 
tothy foul, chacthou wouldelt be divorced from 
thy fn’ andb2 married unto Chrift; as yet thou 
art out of hell, and are nce yee reckoned among 
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§} the dead, nor numbred amonett che damned, 


as,yet thou arc not itrecoverably folt, this day 
Corift 1s once more tendred ro thee, in the nsme 
of God! once more offer thee pardon and eternal! 
life, upon thy repenting of rhy fia, and curn- 
ing unto God, 

Oh chat I could. perfwade thee, or if I cannor, 
as indeed I cannot; oh chac God would yer 
petfwade thee ? If Imighr be ferviceable to thy 
foule, oh how fhould Irejoyce ; if I did bur 
know where chou doft dwell, char halt been 
Wicked all thy dayes, and now arc reading of 
thefe lines, having a purpofe in thy heart co 
come to Chrift, | would come to thee (as oppor- 
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cunity was offered ) and beg upon my kneespthac 
thou wouldeft chetith thofe purpofes , and be 


perfwaded to what conduceth ro chy erernall | 


happinefs + if teares and prayers. would doit, I 
would endeavour ( though my heart is hard) 
to fhed them for thee; if putting my hands, un- 
der thy feet, and ftooping co che meaneft office 
of love unto thy foule, would excite thee tofet 


Chriftinto chy hearc, how readily ( by the grace | 


of God ) would I be willing to ir, 

I befeech thee by che mercies of God, by 
the deach of Chrift, by che coming of our Lord, 
by the Jove thou beareft. to thy felf, as ever 
thou wouldeft fee che face of Chrift with com- 
fort, as ever chou wouldelt.efcape the damna- 
tion of Hell, return ac laft, and though, ic be 
lace, yet recurn ac aft. Buc if. chou wile, not, 
let God be my witnels, let as many. as read 
thefe lines be my witnefles, ler thy own Cen- 
fclence be my wicnefs, thar. thou hat been 
asked, entreated, yea eatnefily entreared to 
reform, and mend, and turnto.God. Bur in 
hopes that I may prevail, I befeech chee in the 
fear of God, give in a fober and deliberate an- 
{wer unto thefe following Queftions, 


On cee ty 


File, Whether art.thou going, while thow art 
waxing. worfe and worfe ? Dott thou know thar 
Flell is at the end of the way in which chou art 
daily walking? Doft thou know, thacif chou do 
proceed a little further, a little longer in rhis 
courfe, thou wilt be among the Devils, thofe 
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illicit api, abe’. 
eurfed Fiends of Hell ? Or doft thou know tc, 
and yet wilt venture to dance abourthe brink’: 
| of aboctonilefs pit'? .who hath bewitched thee? 
or what hath made ‘thee mad, that thou feeft» 
chow:.are going unto’ Hell, and: yet wils ven? 
ture on? 


Secondly, Do? thon believe the Scripture to 
be the word of God; oy dof? thou not ®) And are 
rhe'threarnings contained therein, true, rhinkett 
thous or are chey not >: Wile chou fay chey be - 
falfe, ‘or that they were found out by fome Pre- 
cifians, or are the workings of fonie melancholly 
brain ? orthat chey were found out by fome-Po- 
litictan;-to keep the ‘world: in-awe ?~ Twould 
have thee know, tharto chy erermal forrow thou 
| fale finde them all true, even.to.a tittle ; 

-endrothy everlafting woe thale know che truth 
of Gods:'Word: “Whemchou are fhrieking in che» 
flames of Hell ,.and roaring hideoufly among 
the: damned, becavfe of Gods eternal: wrath; 
thourfhalc be convinced, thac the wicked {hall 
be -rurned into Hell, that the Unbeltever thall 
be damned, and chac ic was crue which chou 
watt told; that withouc-repencance there was no 
deliverance from etéfnal'condemnatton, 

Burif chou doft believe this Word robe crue, 
what aiferh thee chen to live asthouzdoft? that 
chou ageft quire contrary to wharis contained 
in the Word of God? Doth nor the’ Word of 
Godin's thoufand-ptacescry down fin; and prefs 
roholinefs> dothir not tellchee, the drunkard, 
rhe coverous, the unbelieving, che lyar, fhall 
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be damned? Ifthou never didi obferve fuch: 
places , take thy Bible and turn unto them. 
1 Cor.6.9; 101 Rem 21.8 Heb. 12.14, Gal. 
5°20 10254 Col. 3. §, 6, Eph. s. §, 6.. Mar. 
16.16, Afats 13.3, Luk, 53003, 5. Cant 
chou read and believe thefe Scriptures. ito -be 
true, and yet goe on in-the-pradtice of -thofe 
things chac the ecernal, hely God doth. forbid 
upon pain of erernal torments 2 Wilt chou’ be 
worle than chy very beaft, whichthou can nor 
force into the fire when he feeth it before him. 
Shall I call out thy Neighbours to behold a dread 
ful fight, viz. A man that Reowes he is in. the way 
to Fell, and yet wil 0 on,» 


Thirdly, With what face: er heart canf? thou 
hope (as thow doft) that God will pardon thy fin, or 
fave thy foul, while thon perfiftef 1 thy wicked=: 
nefty and encréafet therein? Shew ine an ine 
{tance of anyone man in all:the Word of God, 
that was pardoned and faved > Who repenced 
nor, andiwill berhy flave for ever, ] know, 
great finners have been faved ; and] know, 
toofe thar have gone far have obtained mercy: 
Manaffeh did, 2 Chron. 33.13, 13. ALary 
Magdalene did, Zak. 7. Bur then they-turned 
unto God. Canft chou fay; there is any one now 
in Heaven chat did not repent, and believe be- 
fore he dyed? or doft chou chink thar thou thale 
be the only man ? | 

Fourthly, Who dof? thes fee thy felf againf} 
O: Who isit chat chou doft provoke > whofe anger 
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| and: indignation arc thou daily kindling acainit 
| thy felf? ‘What are thou, that thus doft fin’? 
| or what “is “God againft whom thou finneft ? 


doft thou know thy -felf, and: thine ‘own weak-= 
nefs? And doft thou know God, and his Als 
mighty power? art chou any better than‘chaffé 


| before che.winde of Gods wrath? art thou,any 
| better chan fubble before ‘a confuming Fire? 
_ canft chou make chy party good againft God’? 


Then why doft-thou take thy bed, when-he 
fayeth his finger: light: upon thee ? or why dott 
chou complain and arc fo reftlefs under the pain 
of the rooth-ache >? why doftthou roar. fo much 
under the pain in thy bowels? and: why doft 
chou groan, when he makes thee fick >. why ate 
chou fick, and why wilt chou dye, if chou’ canft 
contend with God? Buc if thou canft not, poor 
Worm, choucanft not; why then wilt chou pro- 
ceed and increafe chy wickednels more ‘and 
more, to provoke him more and more? 


— 
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Fifchly, How canft thow call thy [elf a Chri- 
fitan, while thot datly increafe/t in thy fiz agatnft 
God and Chrif. Chritians have their denomi- 
mation from«Chrift, becaufe they follow his 
fteps, and'own him for cheir*Lord and Mafter: 
Chrift was holy, and fo is every crue Chriftian; 
Chrift hared {m, and fo doth every true Chris 
ftian; Chrift'did che will ofthis Farhet, and chou 

re doing the will of the Flefh and of the De- 
vil. Thar which confiftech of a head of one 
kinde, and members of another, is monftrous. 
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If any: creature had ‘the head of a man, and 
the members were che: members: of'a beaft, :ic 


would ‘be: monftrous, Chrift is an holy head; | 


and. all his members: united unto him: are holy 
members; therefore chou arc none of chem: 
Take icas thou-wilc, chou are nor a Chrifian; 
thac fhould. not! be chy Appell ation’s» thow are 


Devil, } 


more’ rightly called .a finner, a:Childe of the © 


: Sixthly, How canft thou goe'anto thy Prayers 
and yet ge on in thy. fin, andcometo the Word 
preached, and :hear drunkennefs reproved, and 


‘go ‘away and be drunk? How canft thou ficin 


thy Pew, and hear che Minifter from ‘God rell 
thee, the drunkard fhall be damned, and all 
thy Neighbours know thee for a drunkard, and 
yet hold up chy head? Whereis thy fhame ? 
arc thou become impudent ? where is thy fear 
of God and his Word? are thou vucrerly har- 
dened > where is‘ chy Confcience ? is it quite 
feared ? 
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Seventhly, Do/? thow think that. God-will xever 
eall thee to an account? Dolt thow think chat 
eime will. alwayés:Lalt ? doft chou’ think thy 
foul fhall live forever; and yet do that which 
will bring chee to an eternity of mifery ? and 
expofe thy felf fora lictle momentary pleafure 
unto eternal corments? Thus I have: fer before 
thee thefe Confideracions, whereby thou mayft 
be broughe to bechink chy felf; and ac Laft en- 
quire 


( 


ft, 


Bho 
Bayh 


‘ 


Bin fr 


¢ 
{ 
i 
P 


es 


l 
i 


aftera wafling Plague. 


quire, What would you have me to doe? I 
anfwer thee : Hy 

1, Make a ftand and paufe a little withthy 
felf; whethet it be nor fo with thee or no? and 
Jabour to convince chy felf of the hainouftiefs of 
thy fins,in making fuch an increafe and growth 


} in fin. 


2. When thou are convinced chus, urge it 
upon thy heart cill thou feeleft ic beginto melt, 
and to be diffolved in ‘thy breaft, Ufe thy 
Reafon for thy fouls good, after this manner’: 
Oh God hath-been good tome, and I have been 
wicked againtt God; God was alwayes good 
to me, and I have been alwayes evil againft 
‘God ; God mutltiplyed his: mercy upon me, and 
I multiplyed my fins againft God ; if he had 
not. given me bread to ear; E-had dyed with 
hunger; andif he had not’eiven me drink, I 
had pertthed with chirft; buc whar heave me 
for my nourifhment I have abufed to elurtony 
and drunkenhefs; I havé fought againtt ‘God 
with his own mercy, and ‘made his goodnefs an 
encoutagement to me in my ‘wickednefs:. "He 
lengchened ‘out his‘ mercy, and‘T did lengchen 
out mine iniquity; Ob whar rich grace atid 
patience is*this, that I am not.in Hell! Oh 
this was lone-fuffering indeed} to bear fo long 
wich fuch @ Sivearer and Drunkard as | have 
been ; and when che dreadful] Plague hach ta- 
ken away my Companions ih fing yer 1am lefe 

behinde ; Ob char ic may be, hac [may re- 
pene and turn to God! Woe is me! I have 
been damning of my precious foul, and have 
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fpenc my dayes hicherco in difhonouring of a | 


eood and patient God, 

‘36 Then refolve wich chy felf, thac by the 
erace of God chou wilt forfake and leave thofe 
practifes, and wilt no longer continue in chy 
wickednefle ; fay, Now I fee this is nor my 
Way to happinefs; {wearing , and lying, and 


drunkennefs, is not my way to the Kingdom of | 


God: The Devil hath deceived me, and my 
Companions have deceived me, and my own 
wicked heare hach beguiledme ; I will, by che 
erace of God, I will do fono more; Iam re- 
folved I will dofo no more: And write down 
thy Refolution, chat chou mayeft have ie under 
ehine own hand, that fuch a day chou didft re- 
folve ro do fo no more. 

4. Beg of God that thou mayft be deeply 
humbled for whatthou haft already done, and 
labour chat thy forrow may be proportionable 
ro what thy fins have been. 

§e Make hafte to Chrift, and cake him and 
receive him for chy Lord and Saviour, and fub- 
mic to him upon his Gofpelererms, as willing 
he fhould rule chee, as.ever thou waft for fin to 
rule thee, 

6. Then endeavour to be a good as thou 


_haft,been bad, as holy as chou hatt been wic- 
ked, as eminent for piety, as thou halt been , 


exemplary for iniquity; fpeak for Holineffe 
as much as ever chou didft {peak againit ic; 
and love the wayes of God as much as thou 
watt wone to hate them, and by perfevering 
fo to doz, chou fhale finde great mercy will 
be 
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Ow I will draw fome Corollaries from this 
firft branch of this Dire&tion , and fo pafs 
on unto the fecond. Is. ic the Nature of fin ro 
make men worfe and worfe?. and do wicke 
men ufually wax worfe and.worfe ? Then learn, 
1. The evil that there ds in fin: There is-a 
depthin the evil of fin that cannot be fachomed, 
and a Jength in the evil of fin tharcannor be 
meafured; that is very bad. chat.makes men fo 
In every condition, as grace is very good thar 
turnethevery thing for the beft ro chem to whom 
it is infufed. 
2. Learn that wicked nen are never. from#n- 
der acurfe: Lec their condition be what. ic will, 


profperity is a curfe unto them, adverficyis a 


curfe’, and deliverances are tn wrath, When 
they do increafe in riches, they do increafe in fin; 
envy not the profperity of che wicked. | 
3- Learnche bortomslefs depth of iniqnity in a 
wicked mans heart: He was bad twenty years 
aco; hewas.aerief to ail the godly in the Town 
and Pavifh where helived , but yer he is many 
times worfe than before. : | 
4, Learn what abundance of guilt an old finner 
goes with to hia grave whew he comes to dye: He 
was bad when he was born, and worfe while he 
lived , and worft of all when he ts co dye. 
5. Learn 


77 


| be fhewnto thee , who haft been ‘fo great a fin- 


Corolla- 
ries from 
the firft 
part of this 


BireCions 


Directions how to live _ 


lone ashe lived, and if he had lived longer, he H 


would have finnedlonger; andif hehadlived | 44 
for ever, he would have finned forever. it 
j 6 Learn the over-raliag providence of God : 


do worfe than they do, 1 ye 
4. Learn, that natural men by the improvement ‘t 

of common grace, or the means of grace,cannot work | . | 
tC 


shemfelves into a State of grace, not of chemfelves i 
chatarebad, make themlelves tobe good ; for | 
we have fhewed; chac without, the fpectall and 4 
itrefitible operacions of the Spirit of God,wicked = | 
men grow wortfe under the Adminiltrations' of 
the-Gofpel. 

BT he folly of delays and procraftinations of re= 
peutance and turaing santo God : Wicked men 
chink they can repent when they will, and though 
they have no heartto curtito God for the pre- 
fent, yer they will hereafter ;_buthe chac is not 
difpofed rotutn to God’ and repent co day, will 
finde his heare more indifpofed co morrow, and 
the longer they put it off,che more unwilling and 
unable they will be to doichereaftere We have 
heard we muft not be worfe » now let us fee we 
muft be berters, and that is the fecond part of this 


firt Direction. 


Sect, 
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SECT, XVI. 


Ach the Plague been raging, and you yet 
alive ? then be betver than you were before. 


And here I efpecially dire& my fpeech to thofe Dircétion 


that had the grace of God infufed into’ their 
hearts 5 ‘before this Judgement came upon us: 
that you would improve this providence by being 
better than you were before ; if Drunkards and 
Swearers will not be better, yer be you; if fen- 
fualifts and flefh-pleafers will not be betrer, yet 
be you. Ir may be the wicked will be worfe; but 
will you be fotoo ? If Gods people are not men- 
ded by his Judgements, who will ? and hathGod 
{wept away fo' many thoufands into anorhet 
world, and fhall there be no good effe@; or 
fruic upon neither bad nor good ? God forbid? 
London hath been a place of creat profpetity, 2 
City-of Feafting, ‘and a place of plenty of ouré 
ward enjoyments; but in'this laf Sicknefs, God 
hath filled’ ic'with dolorous complaints’ by the 
many breaches! made by death in fo many fami* 
lies and relations ; God-hath filled ic with’palé 
faces, and fick perfons, and running fores. God 
bach turnéd: icinto a plice;'an houfe of mourn- 
ino. And Solemonfaich, Eccl: q.2. It ws better to 
§6 into the-houfe of mourning , thantathe hon{e' of 
feafting > forthat ys the end of all men , and the 
living will lay’ it to bis heart. “Have noc yout 
houfes been houfes of mourning, fome dead out 
of mofthoufes,and you are yer living ; will you 
then layic to your-hearr.?” What fhould you lay 
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to hearc > Lay co heart rhe great Judgemence 
chac hath been amongft you.. Lay toheare the 
fins that did provoke the Lord to lay his hand fo 
| heavy upon. you. Lay co hearcthe goodnefs of | 
a | Godinpreferving you. The Cityhathbeenan jj ™ 
houfe of mourning , but have youlearnedthe fj ® 
leffons. chat are to be learned in an houle of jj 
mourning ?_ Have you met fo many dead Corpfe jf 


| carried in the ftreets? have youfeen the living mM 
laboritig co carry forchtheir dead, and yetnor §} * 
learned rhe feflons that are to be learnedin fl 
fuch.a place of mourning? Where one isdead | Mt 
in a family , chat before was an houfe of mirth iE 
and eladnefs, ic will turn ic into an houfe of § 2 
mourning and fadnefs, much more, when many B 
deadinonefamily; andthisisthecafeof many § 
families.God hath been reaching you many things = I 


TenLef- at fuch.a time,bucls your leflon caken, our? Ob, 
~ fens to be what dull Scholars are we in the School of Chritt 
learned in thar mutt thus be fcourged co leart our feflons, 
this City and ye have not done ir ? Confider, when God 
ghac hath er, ; 
been a__ hath curned Lovdon, by reafon of their dead; in- 
preathoufe to an houfe,of mourning, he hath been reaching 
of murn- you fuch chings as thefe, 
ings ep rena ETE SS 
etecey of. Ie God hath been reaching you the Infallible | 
Verity 0 ° .¥ popes ‘ 
divine verity of divine threatnings, God chreacned 
chiext- our firft Parents, Gen,2.17. Thac if chey fin- 
ningss ed, they fhould certainly dye, they and thetr 
pofterity. . This rhreatning was made fome 
thoufands of years {ince , and ichach been mide 
good in all generations. Lengch of time makes 
not voide the rhrearnings of God; mensead 
Gods 
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: after @ wafting Plague: 


| Gods threacnings,, but do not believe them, nor 


—_— 


fear them, nox tremble acthem.. Many will 
not pratticallybelieve chac chey {hall dye,though 
they-fin, and will not at all believe they fhall be 
damned, chough they fin; buc we! fee that men 


¢ |) chac have finned muft dye,. and wicked men 


fhall feel thatcheydhall be damned according to 
Gods. chreacnings, buc you have learned the 
truch of Gods threatningsin this, and chey are 
astruein- all other-re{pects ; therefore do you 
that,are Gods,people,, learn the.truth of Gods 


§ ihreatnings ,..when he faich che Drunkard thall 


not, inheric the, Kingdom of God; and let chis 
move your hearc'co'‘picry chem:that are fuch, thar 
have a chrearning of! God, -which -is of undoub- 
ted verity’, 2s.a flaming {word ftanding in cheit 
way to keep chem ouc of the Paradife of God, 
and. ‘be chankful'-unco. God thac-you. are none 
of. thefe.... Do: your learn. che truch of Gods 
threacning, when he faich, che hypocrire and un~ 
believing fhall_be caft into the. lake char burnes 
wich-fire and brimftone, Xev,.21.8. and pity and 
pray, for chem that are fuch, and-blefs God thar 
you, are none, of, them, .andfo.are caken from 
under che curfe,of chat chrearning. 

II. In chis. great houfe of fo greaemourning, Dee of 
God hath been.teaching you, what ate the Wages 
of fiz. You have often heard thac death is the 
Wages of fin, Rom.6.23. The Greek word 
o--anov there ufed,. isa milicary terma, fignifying 
the wages that is due to fouldiers, intimating 
that deathis as due to a finner for his fervice to 
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che Devil, as payisto aSouldier'for his fervice 
tohis General i140 comes from che’ word ¢bov; 
which fignifieth' propertly , all kind of pleafane 
meats chat may be prepared ori made readyby 


char fin preparesifordinners y hath'a deattis head 
in’ chem, Do you! learn this; and by chistearn 


againttic more. chan you ‘did before. ° 


aos 


—— a 
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Mansmor- * 411. | Inthisigreachoule of fo pteat mourning, 

tality. God fathbeenteaching you the certacnty of mens 
mortality.’ You have feen® thaccthis'isthe way 
of alLfleth, Fow.23\14.' 1iKjag.2/2, and ‘there- 
tives you"havefeen that: thoufandshave been 
carryed fromtheinhoufes to’ their graves ? And, 
Ohwhat mannerof perfons’ought you to béin all 
manner of holy convetfatton'y after fuch a‘fight 
asthis'P 7 C1228 Liat APO | 


a 


eens 


bo lV. In thid'gteartioule'of fo'great mourning, 
Theworlds: God hath been xeachine ‘you the’ worlds vanity. 
vanity, You haye {éeh wharmitetable comforters riches 
are to men intime of Plague, and at an hour of 
deaths you have feen deach haling men from 
char which they had fet thei hearts upon 5 you 
have feen-death dragging’men from their riches, 
and from'theit pleafures , and hath forced them 
to come away to the Bar of God, and leave thetr 
riches behinde them , and their pleafures behind 
them, You have feen that riches could not go 


with theminto another world, but left chemin a 
time 


Bune | 


five, forhat all theidelicates, and:daincy difhes | 


tohare fin'more’than you did before, and watch. 


fore fearn td live as mortal ) dyingmen fhoald — 
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after awafling Plague. 


l rime of need. You have feen rhac chofe chac 


loved riches, could finde no comfort in chem 
when they ftood in greareft need of comfort. 


| Youhave feen rhac whar men have been. labor- 


ing for, and {craping -cogether all the time of 
their health and life, death hath comeand fcat- 
tered in‘ a moment, Oh how weaned thould you 
be from the world; and: the riches and che plea- 
fures thereof, after fuch a fight as this! Oh how 
much lefs fhould you'afford the world, of your 
heart and affeGions;of your love, defire, and de~ 
lights that is fo unkindto dying men, even unto 
chofe'thar ferved ic moft, and loved ic moft. Oh 
do you léarn €o deal fo with the world, as you 
have feen che world co:deal with others, 4, e. 
curt i-out of yourheare wich as litele love and 
pity cole , as you have feen the world turn its 
folfoweérs:out of it, and: fhake them off, not- 
withftanding all their entreaties co abide and 
ftay therein. The world may now entreat you, 
thacicmighe Gay in your heare, and live in your 
love: bur hearken you no more to its entreaties, 
than it hath hearkened: unto others, and you 
mut expe& the world ere long will deal wich 
you, as ic hach deale wich others; therefore 
part with the world , before you leave the 
world, | 
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Vi In this greac'houfe of fo great mourning, Ty. un- 


Slate in, ntti gecesi 


Godhath been teaching youthe hort continsawce certainty 


of all relations : you have feen death taking Huf- of all relas 


bands from their Wives,Parents from theirChil- 
dren, Minifters fromthe people, and fo Wives 
G 2 from 


tions. 
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from their . Husbands , Children from their-Pa- 


{tripped chem of him , and, reared one relation 
out of the orhers bofome ; fainithey would have 


| 


kepr chem, buc death would nor fufferthems § hp, 
they wept and cryed , butdeach would not have § iM 


picy on them, norhear their cries , nor regard § tm 
their rears, but faidsthisis your childe,but I mutt 
5 3 2 


have him; this is your husband, but I muft feize 


and I always ufe ro do!according tothe Com- 
miffion I receive from God , if God will not 


fpare you,in vain you look for pity ac mine hands, | 


I (faith death) am blinde and cannot fee the 


beauty of-yout childe, that hach drawn out your | 


heart fo much towards him, I am deaf and can- 


\_— 


B chentt 
rents, People from their Minifters) Thofe that J tut 
had buc one onelySon; Plague and Deachhach § wit 
Bis | 


mph 
HDs 
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Ins cod 


biota 
upon him; God hath giver me a Commun, | 
B Anat 


not hear your pleadings for the continuance of © 


your childe, or husband, or friend ; if God doth 
not hear you, I cannot, and if God doth nor 
{pare and pity you, I will not, cherefore I will 
{mice him , and ftick my arrow in hisheart, and 
dippe it in his life-blood,and take him from-youe 
Oh how manyhave chus experienced the dealings 
of death | and you have feenirc, and will not 
you learn co fit loofer in your affeGtions cowards 
your neareft and deareft relacionsp Youhave 
feen deach bath feized upon them rhat were moft 
beloved by cheir friends, and perhaps did there- 
fore do it, becaufe they were over-loved ; and 
took up too much of that love , and thac delighe 
which fhould have been more, and wouldhave 
been better placed upon-God, Your kefipe 
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chen is fet down by the Apoftle ; for I would not 
teach you by roat,nor without the book of Gods 
word, 1Cor.7. 29, But this I fay, Brethren, the xgie3s ou" 
time is fhort, or tolled up, or contracted; mr eeeet 
metaphor taken from a piece of cloth that is.rol- Laken 


JU 


led up, onely alitcle lefe'ac che end; fo fome-fo:(h co 


or make them lefs, When the fails of time are 44#when 


- visa a ar. they have 
thus contracted, it is a fign we are near the Har Tas hate 


borofeternity, It remsaineth, that both they that \.vace,ve- 


have wives be as thoughthey had none, Vert. 30. la contra 


And they that weep as though they wept not , and hunt. 
they that rejoyce as though they rejoyced wot; and 


| they that bay as though they poffeffed not , and they 


that wfe this world as not abufing it, for the falhion 
of this world paffeth away. 
VI. Inthisgreat houfe of fo great mourning> pumiliry, 
God hath been reaching you che leffon of bansi- 
lity, How many humbling fights have you feen ? 
every Corpfe thar you have feen hath been an 
humbling fight. Ir may be you have been proud 
of your beauty, but have not you feenrhat beauty 
vanifheth away when death comes ; that beauti- 
ful bodies by the P/ague and Death have been 
turned into loathfome bodies ? and thoferhat you 
have loved and beendelightedto look upon, you 
have been glad to have them buried out of your 
fight, when once dead. How many open Graves 
have you feen,and thofe that have been nice and 
curious of cheir comely bodies, have been inter- 
red, and given to be meat for worms,and to be 2 


eon «prey co rotcennefs and pucrefaction. Have you 
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gad 
feen any difference betwixt the poor andthe } * 

rich, betwixt that body chat was fed with cours | ™ 

fer fare, and chat which was nourifhed with more |!” 

delicate difhes? Have you norfeen bodies thac 9 *' 

were madeoucef duft, been curnedco the duft, | ae 

to be turned into duft, and will you be proud 9 *' 

after God hath taken fuch an effectual courfe ro ft! 

teach you tobe humble? | if 

Thad | verre) | 
Parityin. _ WII, In this great houle of fo great mourning, | M 

outward God hath been teaching you, that all things fall | 

affli@ions alike te all, chat the wife muft dye as well as the | * 

fool, and the good muft dye as well asthe bad, | © 

And though Godhath promifed [conditionally], | ™ 

prefervation from the Plague untohis people, | 

which hath been Jiteral/y fulfilledto fome of his, |} 

yet fome of his have fallen inthisgeneral morta- | ! 

lity, God hath been teaching of you,thar though | 

grace doth deliver from eternal death, yernoe |} f 


from temporal though fromthe fimg,yer not from 
the firoke of death,that you(chough godly) fhould 
be preparing for your own departure out of this 
world, : 


ete rece cca 


VIII. Inthis great boule of fo grear mourns 

Difference 18, God hath beenteaching you the difference 
inthe between the death of the wicked and the death of the 
manner. yighteous., that chouch good and bad alike have 
dyed, yet they have nor dyedalike. Burt as there 

was a difference in their life, fo God did make a 
difference in their death : Have not you feen 

fome wicked dye wishout any fenfe of fin, or 


fear 


as iodiagtiag 


fear of God, ox Hell ? and fomeswith terrors. in 
their confciences?: and have you not feen fome 
godly dye wich peace and:comfort , and giving 
good evidences of their hopeiof 4 betrer life? 
that God hath filled them wich‘ joys chat chey 
were going co their Fathers houfe ?, and chat the 
plague and deach had not fomuch inthem to 
terrifie and affright, as the hopes of heavenhad 
to comfort and fppore eheir hearts, Irhath 
been ground of great rejoycing to hear ¢ how 
many of Gods people in thrs plague did dye with 
joy and comfort?! And. fhould not you by fuch 
a fight as thisybe quickened im your fervice unto 
God, and ever while you live look upon Religi+ 
onasareal ching, thatleccech infuch real com- 
forts inco theirhearts, whohadvea/grace., in 
fuch time of real difcouragsmenrs; afrer fuchia 
fighe as this, never'think ic: a vain ching colerve 
God ( though you muft dye): who comforts his 
‘peoples fouls in the very gates of death ? 
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1X, In thisgreac houfe of fo great mourning, Folly of 
God hathbeen reaching you the folly of delaying delays 


in the greac concernments of another world; 
you have feen many Drankards did delay co re- 
pent and turn co God, buc when death once 
came to Arrettthem, ic would nor ftay tll chey 
had donetheir work. Have not you feen many 
have been furprized by deach; that chofe chat 
thought chey would repenc hereafrer, andealked 
how they would mend hereafter, are gone down 
into the grave before that time was come?and wil 
not you after fuch a Ggheas this be quickned to 

G 4 make 
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make more hafte in doing of the work that God 
expeGteth ac your hands? Havesnorc you feen 
fome that have calked whar they would do 
the next year, laidinche duft before this yearis 9} ft 
paft-and gone 2 God hereby would have you § it 
learn not roboaft of to morrow, becaufe you § alo 
know not what may be in the womb of another J #0 
day, nor what tomorrow may-bring forth, Prove J ige 
‘i 27.1%. God would have you learn fo to number | wid 
| your days that yo may apply your hearts.to wifdom, — mi 
Pfal. go. 12- God would have you learntodo = hit 


your duty quickly, and co do tc wich allyour ff fy 

might, becaufeicwill be too late, when youare | 

rotting in your Grave, Ecclef.9.1O. 1 de 

— . —- _ —— fr 

X. Inchis great houfe of fo great mourning, | in 

Mortifica- God hath been reaching you the greacleffon of |] _ 
tion. = Mortification; you have feen bow many dyedby__ | 
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fin,and fhould not: you be now.dead unto fin, you 
fhould now in good earneft labor forthe death of © } 
fin. O bethe death of your paffion, andbethe }} | 
deach of your lufts, and be the deathof your | 
worldlinefs , efpecially bethe deathof yourbe- 9 
loved fin , God forbid chat fin fhould be found }. 
alive in your hearcafrer fuch atime of deachto. 
fomany thoufand perfons. Are fo manydead 9 
and rotting intheir Graves, and fhallnor fin § 
be dead and mouidring in your hearts. | 
Thefe be fome of rhe leflons God in his late 
providence hath been inftru&ing youin, and if 
you can now do thefe duties betrer than before, \ 
itis fome fign that you are better chan you were 
pefore, Butyet becaufe fo great a providence 
BN at — fhould 
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fhould not be fleightly paffed over, with due 
| @ litle Improvement, I {hall cake occafion to 
prefs youto be much better than you were be 
fore; before, God {aw a oreat‘deal of fin in 
hisown people, and amonett Profeffors, much 
cenforioufnefs, and rafh and uncharirable judge- 
ing one of another, want of love and affection; 
a great deal of pride in Apparel, pride in Diet, 
pride in Furniture of houfes, pride of Beauty, 
pride of Parts and Gifts ; and God hach been 
{taining the pride of all Families cherein. God 
faw a great deal of negle&t of Family Duties in 
Profeffors boufes, and cuftomary, cold and 
dead performance of them in others, and doth 


it not concern all to fee where chey have failed, 
and do fo no more ? 
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Know the wicked World thinks chat pro- 

felling people are too exa& already, and char 
they make more adoe than is needfull: Bur 
their Charge is, 

1. Falfe; for there is no man is fo exa& in 
his life as he oughe. 

2, Blafphemous s for what do {uch but blame 
God himfelf in giving fuch ftri& rules unto his 
people. 

3. Malicious; Camenvyed 4be/ becaufe his 
works were evil, and his brothers good. 

4. Diabolical; what could a Devil fay more, 
of whatis this burro play che Devils parc, in 

difcou- 
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difcouraging, difcounrenancing, {peaking againft 
the prefling after the hivhelt degrees of goods 
nefle, 
. Bur let ic be your great care whom God hath 
fpared from, the grave in this cime of Plague, 
that are fuch ascruely fear God, and are truely 
good: Oa cake heed, that after fuch 2 prefer- 
vation none of you might be found worfe than 
you were; for though thofe that once -were 
truely good, fhall never fo decline as to be 
f abfolurely | bad, yet chey may: fo farre ‘fail, 
that they may {| comparatively } be faydto be 
worfe. Here confider, 

Ten Ag- . 3. To lofe:any degrees of Goodnefs and 

gravations Grace, is 4 grrevens and a finfall lofs: T€ you 

of Geds had Joft your life in this Plague, it might not 

Be have been your fin, but you cannot be in the 

be worfe, leaft degree worfe than you were (after fuch a 
providence) but it:is a great fin: Becaufe it is 
our duty to love God as much as we can, there- 
fore ro lofe any degrees of our love to God, 
is to come fhort of our Duty, and therefore 
a fin. 

2. To be worfe in vour fpiritual condition, 
will be great unthankefulneffe to God for his 
watchfull Providence over you. Ifa man do 
a kindnefs for you, will you be worle towards 
him chan you were before ? And will you- deal 
worfe with God than with a fellow: Crea- 
ture ? 

3. To be worfe ia your fpiricual condition 
afcer {uch prefervation anddeliverance, will be 
Aifpleafing uate God, and a grief unto him. IE 

God 


“ 
i 


———— aa 


aftera wafling Plague. 


God fee his Children love’him lefs, and fear 
him Jefs, atid delight in him lefs, will ic hot 
brieve him, and difpleafe ‘him? And hadic hot 
‘Eeen better you had dyed, than co liveto be a 
orief co God? Had noc -you rather folfow your 
Children to their etaves, than to fee chem live 
to be worfe, and dithcaour God ? © and’ will 
you yet do fo your felves? Is it nor a grief 
to you, the more kindnefs you fhew unto your 
Children, ro fee them che more undutiful to 
you ? and willic noc be fo inyon to God? 

4. If you be worfe chan you wére in your 
fpiricual condition, yo fhall have lefs commu- 
nion with God than yor had before: and had uot 
you better dye than lofe your communion with God? 
for what 18 your life wichouc fellowfhip wich 
God ? 

s- If you be worle, you will have le[s Come 
fort from God than you had before. \f you deny 
Duty to him, which you performed to him'be- 
fore, he will deny chat condfort to you, which 
he gave you before, and whar will your life be, 
without the comforts of God let down into your 
foul ? is not his fovine-kindnefs better chan life ? 
Pfal. 63. 3. and what ts life if you have no 
comfort in it? and where wil you have felid, 
lafting, {uicable, farisfying comforr, if not fror 
God ? 

6. lf you are worfe in your fpiricual condi- 
tion chan you were before, and love God Iefs, 
and defire after him lefs, and delight in him 
lefs, you will have lefs Evidences for Heaven 
than you had before, you will nor fo clearly fee 

your 
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your Inrereft in Chrift, your title co his King 
dom, as you did before ; and do yeu live to blot 
your Evidences? Oh what an aggravation will 
it be.to you, tofay, before che Plague I knew 
that God did love me, but now I doubt of it. 
Before I. knew, if I had dyed I fhould have 
been faved, bur now if I fhould dye, I cannot 
cell. 

7» If you are worfe than you were, you will 
have le{s experience of the workings of God upon 
your heart, than you had before. You will not 
have {uch experience of his quickning prefence, 
nor of che powerful Operations of the Spiric 
upon your hearc; and what is ic, 1f you feel the 
motions and aéting of life, if you do nor feel 
the motions of the Spirit fo much upon your 
heart? 

8, If you are worle, you will difhonour God 
more than you did before, and that you need not 
do, you did that too much before: And hath 
God {pared you to live to his difhonour ? I cell 
you, yon had better dyed with others in the Plague, 
than live after it to difhonour Ged, 

9. If you have lefs of goodnefs than you 
had before, you will have more of fin than you 
had before. If you love God lefs chan you did, 
you will love fomething effe more chan you did 5 
if you have lefs fairhy you will have more un- 
belief s if you be lefs heaventy, you will be 
more worldly; if you be lefs fpiricual, you wil! 
be more carnal: And hath God been ufing phy- 
fick co purge out your fin, and fhallic be found 
more in you than it was before? Hata God put 


you 
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you in the Furnace, and doth your drofs conti- 
nue, and increafe ? Ic is che nature of contraries, 
the lefs there is of the one, the more there is 
ofthe ocher, Ifthe Sun be fecting, darknefs is 
approaching; if heac be expelled out of the wae 
cer, more cold is introduced ; and fo it 1s with 
your heart in refpect of fin and grace. 


To. If you be worfe, it will coft you much 


paivs, and prayers, and tears, before you will rea 
cover to be as good as you. were ‘before. You 
may lofe that with a little negle&, which you 
will not re-gain without greac diligences Thus 
I have laid before you. thefe Confiderations, to 
prevent your being worfe: Buc that will nor be 
a fufficient Improvement of this Providence, 
thac you be nor worfe.in your fpiricual condi- 
tion, but you ssf be better :, Not enough, that 
youdo not decline, buc you muft increafe and 
thrive in grace and goodnefs. And) before I 
come to prefs you to be better, lec me lay down 
thefe following Pofitions; and che lait {hall 
bring mé ro my intended Work. 


Sacr, XVIII. 


Pele te EGS are many that are réally bad, 
J. and not fo much as feemingly good, 
There are many that do nor profefs any good~ 


‘nefs; fuch are your open, debaucht finners, that 


sive themfelves up unto all Licentioufnefs and 


Pofit. 2. 


fin, . 
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Pot) ee-That there até many that are’feeme 
ingly gordsthat are not really good, “Many make a 
creat fliew in Religion; thac have #0 Religion 
in then. Many pray tnach, and heaf much, and 
falk of good rhingsmtich, but are nor good them- 
felves; ard che mifery'of thefe is, 

1, Thacrhey lofe'alt cheir labour ; for if they 
éhenielves be nor good; their prayifg is not 
cdod: “and their talktne of good things is’ not 
S600 ; ‘For, the Sacrifice of the wicked 1 ‘an abo- 
wsinatior wnto the Lord; Prov. 5. 

''g They have no real’ Communion with God 
who ate bur feeminslty good: For, what con- 
muniou bath ‘light with darkneffeyo% Cor? 6, 
¥35 BC: ix I | IDYO? 

Op Ocp ey thal Havens ‘veal tewatd,* in “the 
Kinedont of. Heaven? “Fheir soodneflé is ‘but 
fébintne: ‘gdodnels }°and their happinefs 1s but 
feeming happinefs. ™ S087 “Hr 9 
"ig? "Fhey are feemingly like to God, but are 
really like the Devil. 00" 

5. They affociate with Gods, Children, but 
are none of Gods Children ; for all Gods Chil- 
dren are good. 

6. They have no-true peace, Ifa. 57e 21. 
But God hath really preferved you from death, 
and really kept you alive, therefore be not fatise 
fied robe Seemingly good, but be really fo. 

- Pofit. 3. That there be many thar are really 
goad, that are not gradually good , ‘that have 
erace in truth, chat have not grace In growth. 
Thole that are feewmingly good are not {o many 

hofe that are openly bad, and thofe that are 
: : really 
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| | real) lly good at APC HOE remot ‘fo many as ‘thofe thar are 
| feemingly good , and thofe that are gradually 


good are not {0 many as thofe that are veally good, 
Ever the betrér'the fewer, both for kinde and 
degree. -Ieis fo'in Naturals; nor fo many 
Whales as feffer Fith's not fo many Eagles as 
fictle Birds + for fo'many Suing ag Stars: ‘And fo 
it-18 in? Spirituals; not fo many ftfong Inen it 
Chrift, -as-babess noc fo many call Cedars, as 
there are’ Shtubs in Gods Lebanon, Now my 
purpofe is te exhort you (efpecially after fuch a 
Providence) to! ‘bendt only really good, but to 
be ‘eradwally good. 

Poff ite Ae Thac'thofe chat ate gradually vood, 
are yet imperfelily good,’ as appears by the re+ 
inaindérs-of fin in the belts and would be evi- 
dent by a particular enumeration of cheir Graces, 
which is the‘ belt ching in ‘the béft ‘men ; -they 
know bur in part, and they fove but’ in perry 
aiid'delicht in God but maperteted Ys Philip 3. 
aay pian 

‘‘Pofit:-5, ‘Thofe that ate ‘really good chough 
imperfetlly good, are truly acceptable unto God. 
God will noc break the brutfed Reed, rior qaénch 
thé fmoakinie Flax, AZat. 12. 90. There miy be 
a ofeat ‘deal Of fmoak where chere is but dette 
fire, a great deal of fin where there is but litrle 
erace ; ‘but yet it is pleaGng unto God, if it 
be crue : a little grace is of gteac value, (= Pearl 
of {mall quantity might be of great worth) and 
better than a great deal of riches, or of gifts’; 
berrer than a flrong Memory,preenant phancacy, 

fclid Judgement, quick Apprehenfion, voluble 
dongue, 


ths a 
weedy * ~ “ 


oh adapt PNPM 


Direétions bow to live 


ee rt es. de. ~~ aR 
Tongue, or any fuchthings; becaufe the leaft 
Grace isa pledge of Heaven, and fo are none 
of all rhe reft, : 

Pofit. 6, Thac when agood man doth increafe 
in goodnefs, he increafech more or lefs i all 
faving goodnels,,, When anyone fin is more 
mortified, every fin is in fome, meafure more 
mortified, and. yet. every fin is. not equally 
ftrong, becaufe fome fins are more deeply tadi- 
cated, have been more ftrengthened by frequent 
acts, and are more rooted in the confticution ; 
fo chough addition be made-in every. Grace, 
when a Chriftian growes better, yet every gtace 
mighr not.be-equally ftrong inthe fame Chri- 
ftian, becaufe fome. grace maybe more. oppo- 
fed.by the concraty fin,.and fome.grace is drawn 
forth more into a& and,-exercife than the 
reft.; -yet-as a Childe growes,inall.parts cruely 
though: not’ equally.; fo, ic is.im a, good Chri 
ftian s, And this I adde, chat-you mayendea- 
vour to be univerfally good, and-univerfally 
better, better in Faith, and begterin Love, and 
Humility, &c. . 

Pofit. 7. That thofe that are good. fhould La- 
bour to be dettersand.thofe that are berrer, fhould 
ftrive co be bef.. You fhould; nor xeft in good- 
ne{s pofitive., bue labour to have comparative 
goodne(s, and when you have. icin the compa- 
rative. degree, you. fhould afpire afrer. fuperla- 
rive goodnefs: You. fee it is foin other things 5 
amoneft Scholars men ftrive who fhould be the 
beft Scholar ; and amoneft Arcificers, men ftrive 
who fhall be che beft Arcificer » and now after 
ghe 
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the Plag#e, you will perceive mento be more 
earneft in cheir Trading ( 1 pray God they may 
nor exceed) tore-gain, what they loft for wane 
of Trading : And fo amongft Chriflians, every 
one fhould {trive who fhould be the beft ; and 
to quicken and provoke you hereunco, lay thefe 
things to your heart, Confider, 
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I, Ou are wot fo good as omce you were ; 1 S*venteen 


mean in your Primitive condition and 


firft creation, we had more goodnefs as we came People ta 
out of the hands of God; chen we had good be better. 


and no evil: And when God hath reftored us, 
we fhould labour to come up as near to what we 
were in 4dam, (though not by che fame Cove- 
nant) as wecan, 

2. You are xot fo good as you fhallbe. You 
were good in Adam, but you {hall be better in 
Heaven: In Adam we were perfectly good, in 
Heaven we fhall be perpetually good; and fhould 
you noc labour tO get as much of Heaven into 
your heart as you cane 

3. You are not fo good a you ong bt to $e, no} 
not by many degrees; you come farr (hort of 
what you fhould be in grace and goodnefs. 

4. Youare not fo good as yon may be: Though 
you cannot be fo good as you were in Adam, 
as you fhall be in Heaven, as You oughe co be 
uponearth, yet you may be betrer than you are. 
You have nor fo many degrees df love to God, 
bur you may have more, nor fuch {trong defires 
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after Chrift, but you may have more : How weak 
is thy love! how cold are thy defires ! how Qu 
pid ischy hearc ! not only in comparifon of what 
ic ought to be, but of what ir may be: Thou 
wante(t many degrees, Oh Chriftian, pat ox, there 
is much more thacis yer arrainable, 

5. You are not fo good, but you need to be better. 
Tf thou beno berrer, and fhouldft come into fome 
conditions, thou wouldeft be found nor good 
enough to go through rhe fame as becomes the 
Gofpel. Thou mighteft be brought into thofe 
firaics, and aflaulced by thofe remptations, chac 
except thou haft more Patience, more Love to 
God, more. Faich in Chriff, chou wilt not be 
able co bear them, nor refift chem, as becomes 
a Childe of God to doe: Thy burdens mighr 
yet be greater, and thy Duties greater, and thy 
Temptations greater, cherefore thou fhouldeft 
haften co be better. 

6. You are not [0 good as others are, that have 
had bur the fame time, and the fame means, 
and Helps as you have had, nay fome that have 
not had fo much preaching as you have had, nor 
{uch Examples as you have had, nor fo much 
time, that did fer out for Heaven after you, thar 
were bad while you were good, yet have overe 


taken yous and gone beyond you: Oh Chrifti- © | 


an, thou art lagoing behinde, pat on, leat chou 
fhouldeit be laft of all. 

J» Youarenst fo good, but you are as bad. You 
have not fo much grace, but you have as much 
fin; nay, is not your fin more chan your grace ? 
1s not your unbelief more than your faith? and 
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your waNdring thoughts in ducy more chan your 
fixed thoughts in ducy? and your dulnets more 
than your livclinefs? 1f chou canft fay truely, 1c 
is not, do-thou go and blefs God chat ic is nor 
fo with thee, while 1 muft go and be humbled 
before God, becaufe ic is fo with me, 

8. The better you are, the more excellent yor 
will be. Riches is Moc your excellency, and 
Learning is nor your excellency, and Grace is 
hot your #tmoff and your bighett excelency, but 
the higheft degrees of Grace is, Reafon makes 
a matidiffer from a beaft; and che more rational 
4 man is ( by the improvemene of Reafon) chan 
others, the more excellent as aman (fora Fool 
might excell a Wife man in riches) he is above 
other men: So Grace makes a Chiriftian differ 
from a manas {#ch, and the betrer Chrifitan 
he is than others, che more excellenc he is chan 
other Chriftians are, 

g.. The better you are,the more like te God, who 
is the greatett, the chiefeft, and che belt good, 
When we loft our goodnefs, we loft our likenefs 
unto God; and when God makes us good, he 
makes us like himfelf, andthe better God doth 
make us,the more he makes us like himfelf: And 
fhould not this provoke chee co be better ? efpe- 
cially confidering, co be moft like to God, is 

© Duty: The end of all che reft, 

Defires: Oh thac I were more like to 
| Dignicy: And therefore our dignity will 
t 
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be greareft in Heaven, becaufe there 


we {hall be likeft unto God. 
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10, [he better you ave, the more you (hall have 
Gods approbation: And what will it be to be 
approved of God! You may by feeming good- 
neffe have the approbation of men, bur you 
mult be really good, if you will have che appro- 
bation of God; and the better you are, the more 
he will approve you. God obferverh che worft 
of men, ‘buc approveth only of 00d men; and 
only the good actions of good men, nor their 
finful aQions, 4 King. 15.5. 

11. The better you are, the more clearly you 
will fee that you are good. Many queftion, they 
are noc good, and the reafon of their doubc is, 
becaufe they are no betrer: Thac time you 
{pend in complaining you fear you are not good, 
improve in endeavouring co be better, and your 
doubrs will be fooner anfwered, and your fear 
expelled, 

12. The better you are, the move profitable yon 
will betoall about you. The better you arein your 
felf, che betrer ic will be for your felf, and the 
beccer for all about you; the betcer you are,‘the 
more you will lay out your felf for God, and for 
the good of fouls. Orhers fhall be the better, 

For your Counfels: You will be dire@ing 
themhowtodogeod, __ 

For your Reproofs: You will be telling chem 
when they do evil. 

For your Example: You will lead chem in 
the good Way. 

_ For your Experiences: You will communi- 
cate co chem how good God hath been unto you, 
and what God hath done for you. 

13. The 
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13, The better you are, the more inward joysand 
the more eftablilted peace you {hall finde. The 
great crouble of a Chriftianis , becaufe he is no 
bertet; be youbetter and you will have the lef- 
fer trouble within, chough che betcer you are, the 
more trouble you might have from men; buc 
thacs not fo great matter. 

14, The better you are , the more glory you will 
bring to God,Herein is my father glorified that yon 
bear much fruit, Joh. 15. 8. And what is your 
defign in che world, but co glorifie God , and to 
do thac, and be that which tendeth moft theres 
unto. ? 

15. The-better you are, the more you will credit 
Religion, and realize the wayes of God ; 1c will 
appear thac Religion is areal ching, wher ic 
hath made bad men 200d, and good men better. 
If chere were nothing elfe co difgrace the ways of 
fin, this would:be\abundantly’ fi'fficienc co be- 
hold che great wickednefs of thofe men (hoy bad 
they be) chat walk moft therein. | 

16. The better you are while you live; the more 
undaunted you {hail be when you come to dye: Phe 
reafon why we are focroubled in our ficknefs, 1s 
becaufe we were..niabetterin our healch; con- 
{cience then remembers at fuchatime I finned, 
and at fuch a place I'fell;andin fuch company I 
defiled my foul ; be bercer in Health, you will 
be che berrer in ficknefs and death. 

47. The better-you are nponearth, the weightier 
yewr'crown (hall be in heaves > Thole chat be cruly 
cood , fhall have fureglory , but thofe thac are 
better, fhall have more, There fhall be no wane 
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of any thing to any one im heaved 5 but’ ¥ec 
fome thall fhine more emineiicly ih glory j than 
others... 

Thus I have difpatched: kis: particulr alfo, 
thac you be betrer after fuchya igual providence 
as this, for af yoube not, this very ching will 
be a grearer Plague , chan:the Plague upon the 
Body ; andif you:ask me wherein you fhould be 
beccer 2 you muftgacher up char in the following 
Directions, which hall be more particulary and 
fuch as may be ufeful ro prevent men from stow- 
ing worfe ». which wasthe firtt ching, ‘and help- 
ful to promote this duty of being better, ‘which 
Was che fecond thing I have {poke to. 
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Ath God: fpared you intime of Plague! 
that you live in foine meafure anfiver- 
ablysto fo great a mercy; carefully en 

deavosr to livemp to rhe purpoles, and refolutions 
and vows which jot madetoGod in time of dager 
and diffrefs. Good purposes’ and holy refolu- 
tions, when obferved and put in practice, “are 
greac helps ro an anfwerable recurn to God for 
his mercies conferred upon‘ts ; but holy, Reli- 
gious vows, being fomerhing more than Gnele 
purpofes and refolutions (beixe a promife made 
toGod wiih due deliberation | of femething law. 
fel in itfelf, and im tur power to perform. xs’ 2 


tefti- 
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geen! vation | 
teftimsony of o7r thankefulne[s unto God for fome ex 
trasrdinary mercy, received , or expelled, or delie 
verance from fome great evil in extraordinary dans 
ger and difire[s ) do much promote.a holy life, 
whereby we may the becter be inabled co walk 
in fome meafure worthy of whac che Lord in 
mercy hath done for us,or given to us Incime of 
extraordinary danger, or. when we are In ¢x- 
pectacion, of fome extraordinary. Mercy, we 
have the example of the holy men of God in 
Scripture. to binde our felves co endeavour to 
walk more clofe with God. So Jacob, Gen. 28. 
20, And Facob vowed a vow, faring, if God 
will bewith me,and will keep me in ibis way that £ 
go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to 
put on, Vert 21. Se that 1 come again tomy fa- 
thers honfe in peace 5 then, (hall the Lord be my 
God, '.-And this he. was careful to perform, Gen. 
35.2. Then jacob faid unto bis honfhold , awd to 
all that were with hia , put away the ftrange gods, 
andbe clean, and change your garments. Verf. 3+ 
And let us arifeand goup to Bethel, and £ will 
make there an altar unto God, wh) ax fwered nae ti 
the day of my diftre[s , and was with me inthe way 
which I went. Thus David made a vow to God 
whenhe was in danger of his life, Pal. 56.12» 
Thy vows are upon me , O God: L will reader 
praifesanto thee. Vers. 13. For thou halt delive- 
red my foul from death —And in the like danger, 
Pfal, 116.36 The forrows of death compafjed me, 
andthe pains of hell gate hold upon me: I found 
trouble. and forrow. Vert. 4. Then called I upor 
the name of the Lord, O Lord, I befeech thee deti- 
H 4 vir 
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ver my foul, Verl.6. The Lord preferveth the 
fimple + I was brought low , and he helped me: 
Veil. 8. Thou haft delivered my foul from death, 
mine eyes from tears , and my feet frome falling. 
Verl.12. What fhall 1 render tothe Lord, for all 
his benefits towards me? Verl.14. Iwill pay my 
vows wntothe Lord, now inthe prefence of all bis 
people. 

~ Atid hath nor this been thy cafe, Chriftiaw Rea- 
der, didnot the forrows of death compafs thee 
about? Didftrhou nor finde rrouble and forrow? 
Watt thou not brought very low , and received 
the fencence of death within thy felf? Did 
thou nor then call upon che name of the Lord, 
and refolve thou wouldft walk before the Lord, 
if he would reftore thee ? and hath not God de- 
fivered thy foul from death, and thy feet from 
falling > Then’ pay thy vows to God, and per- 
form to him thy promife,and Itve up unto thy re= 
folutions, 

Tellme, what were chy purpofes when thou 
heardeft the Plague had entered inro thy Neigh- 
bours houfe, when it came unto the family near- 
eftunco thine? Whar were chy refolutions when 
che Plague did enrer into thy houfe , and took 
one away, and then another? What were chy 
holy, deliberare. lawful vows, when ic feized up- 
on thy body ?. When thou betookeft thy felf unro 
chy bed, to fweat out thy diftemper? When 
thou foundeft Rifings on chy Body; Swellings 
and Carbuncles in feveral parrs, when che ap- 
prehenfions of death did fill chy minde, and the 
terrors of the Lord did fill thy heart, when thou 
though- 
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| thoughreft thou hadft noc many days to live; and 


chacchou wert near to death and another world, 
and fhouldeft certainly dye, if God did not pre- 
ferve thee >. What didft chow thinkthen? And 
whar did@ thou purpofe then, andrefolve upon 
then? Didft.chou not determine with thyfelf if 
God would: {pare thy life, if God wouldgive 
thee health again, and: try chee a litle longer 
in the world, chat chou wouldeft walk more hoe 
lily , and a& for God more zealoufly ? That 
thou wouldeft pray more frequently and_more 
fervently 2 Thac thou would minde the world 
je(s, and heaven more ? That thou wouldeft 
make Religion: thy bufinefs, as long: as: chou 
fhouldeft live ? Didft thou not’ refolve chat God 
and Chrift, and things above fhould ‘have «more 
of thy heart and hearty love ?. That chow would- 
éft then forfakeloofe and carnal: company.) and 
affociate thy felf wich thofe in’ whom ‘thou 
coulditdifcern moft of Godjand walked moft.con- 
{cientioufly before him ?: That thou wouldeft no 
more take cap toomach:, nox club 1n the Ale- 
houfe and Tavern ; tothe negle& of duties of 
thy family!achome. Did ic northen trouble thee 
thar chou being a Profeffor, hadft been ar nights 
drinking inthe Tavera , when thou fhouldft have 
been praying in thy family; that thy Wife and 
Children, though they have not gone Supperlefs 
tobed, yet have almoft every night gone prayet- 
le(s to bed , except they went aparcto prayin 
fecrer. Bur did nor then chy confcience tell 
thee, thactheir petformance of cheir duty would 
be noexcufe ro thee » when thou fhouldft fland 
at 


fos 


od 


a 
ee - — = 


a a 


re ane ene 


Nei — 


— a — a 
Sr EE ss —— 


rea! 


waa oe 


— 


SE I rae 
eo ————— es Se eI 
ae ey RES ST Cg Ea = = 

ea ae aE eee 


no ee i 


REE a IE 


Ss 


oo 


ane 


Se 


Be en in ee 


a 


Diréftions bow to live 


at che Bar of Gods, for thy negleing of what 
chow oughteft ro have done ? Didft chou not then 
refolve; 1f chou fhouldftlive , ic fhould be fo no 
more? That thou wouldft read thy Bible more, 
as. well-as Look over thy Shop-books daily? “That 
‘thowwouldit {pend:fome time in fecret before 
God,’ whereas before chou waft ufe co wafte 
ic im thy: pleafuresy and raking of chy worldly 
delights. er jbo 

Deal plainly, :asaz, with chy felf 5 anddo not 
flatter thy foul, and daube wich thy confcience; 
Was there not fome fuch thoughts’ and purpofes, 
and! refolucions as'thefe in thy heart acfuch 
time >; And! didft. thou promife:and refolve in 
jeft, and not imearneft; God did affli&t:chee by 
the plague ‘ix good-earne/?, and chou wafte then 
afftaid:of death, andthe grave, and judgement, 
in good earnest !| And: didft thouonely purpofe 
in jefty-and refolve in jefty and play with holy 
chings when thou ‘waft near another world? and 
dally. wich God ; when thou didft not know but 
within an hour chou .mighteft have.appeared at 
his Bar? and been fet before the rertible tribunal 
of the great heare-fearching God? Bur if thou 
watt in earneft with God, when God was in ear- 
ne(t with chee; if thow waftin earneft in promi- 
fing, -bevearse/t in earnef? to perform; if chou 
didft indeed: refolve co reform when thou 
fhouldit be well, then reform indeed according 
co.thy refolution , fince God hath made thee 
well and faved thee fromthe Grave, to which 
thou watt {o near, fo very near. 
Or 
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PECTS RATA 
Or if God hath been fo good to thee to pre= 
ferve thee from the infection of che Plague, a- 
mong(t che many choufands chat have been vilt- 
ted, chat thou haft not been heart-fick, yer thou 
haft often felt fhootings, and pains, and pricke 
ings up.and down in feveral pares of thy body ; 
and fomerimes haft had fuch,chings as thou hatt 
thoughtto be fympromes of che dittemper, and 
haft apprehended: ir ro be approaching to thee, 
that hath made chee haften co thy bed, and make 
ufe of chy prefervatives, and chy cordials,. chat 
thou choughteft chy felfin real danger, and waft 
poflelt with real fears: ‘Whar were chy purpofes 
at fuch a time as this > And whardidét thou re- 
folve to do? And how to live; if God would 
prevenc the thingthou. fearedit ? Or hadft thou 
no fuch purpofe in chy hearc? No fuch refoluci- 
ominthy breaft, chac if choudivedit thou wouldf 
be better 2 .Was thy hear: indeed fo backward 
unto good, rhat.ar {uch a time of fears and dan- 
pets, chou hadft.not fo much as a purpofe to be 
better 2 bur.if.thou hadft (and-dec thy confer’ 
ence be thy witnefs, and the God of. heaven chat 
did fully know che purpofe_of. thy. heart)-ehen 
now perform. what then .chy-heare did purpofe 
to performs eer’ 

I am perfwaded if the people'in Londow, (and 
inCounrry too) would live up according: to the 
purpofe of rhetr heart, in ume, of danger of the 
Plague, would reform and mend as they did re~ 
folveto do, we fhould be much better chan we 
were before. Ohwhat a difference would there 
be inthe frame of our hearts, and in the courfe 
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of ourlives 1 What a change would there be in 
all our praétifes ? Thofe that were forward Pro- 
feffors of Religion , and were not much more 
chen Profeffors , would be zealous practifers of 
Religious duties; and in order hereunto I fhall 
co follow this direGtion, do three things. 

1, Lay down fome confiderations why you 
fhould be careful cokeep your purpofes, refolu- 
tions and Vowse 

2. Prefcribe fome helpes how you may per- 
form your putpofes, refolurions and vows. 

3. Set down the ageravations of your fin, 
if you break your purpofes, refolutions and 
vows. 
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Seven Are lef YReat and conftane diligent care fhould be 
pumients J caken in ‘time of health, to keep our 
for care to purpofes, co perform our refolutions , and ropay 


keep oT “our vows to God,"which we made in time of 


a ns Fcknefs, and danger, and diffrefs, if you confider 
timeof _ thefe particulars. ey 
fear and -- RE A fl (aces 
ficknels. I, That one great deceit of the heart of man 


The heart derh appear in this 4 1m being forward to parpofeix 
is deceitful omy felves, and promife nnto God , but are back- 
ward toperform. Intime of ficknefs , what re- 
folutions do men make ? what purpofes have 
they in chemfelves , to mend and rurnto God, 
and feem to promife this with tears in their eyes, 
and forrow in their hearcs , for the evil chac is 
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paft and done, and feem to others, and think 
verily chemfelves, that they promife in good 
earnett, and mean todo as they do fpeak, and 
when they think che danger is patt, and their 
fears removed, do nothing lefs than. what they 
promifed: I have known fome upon fick beds 
fo to promife, char they would be drunk no 
more, Gc. and yet when health hath been re- 
ftored, have returned co their wickednefs : So 
did Pharaoh promife fair when the Plagues of 
God were upon the Land, that he would lecthe 
children of Ifrael goe; but when the Plagues 


| have been removed, he hath hardened his heare 


againft them more than before ; and this he 
often did. Exod, 8.8,15. & 927s 23) 34s 
& 10,16, 17) 20- 

Now this deceitfulnefs of the heareis yet in 
part remaining in the beft of men, and there- 
fore you mutt be carefull, elfe chough you have 
promifed, you will never perform. 
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2. That finis of abewitching, encroaching and Sin is en- 


alluring natwre ; if it can prevails ic will keep 
you from refolving againftics if you do refolve, 
it will encreac yon that you would not fend It 
farre from you, that your Refolurion might not 
be peremptory and wnverfal, char if you refolve 
to-banith ic from your hearc, ic might be oxy 
fome of its members that are nor fo dear unco 
you, and referve the reft; or if ic be perempto- 
ry and univerfal, chat you will pare with all 
fin, it will contend rhat your Refolucion may 
not be perpetwal, thac you fend ic nor away for 
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ever, but only rill your danger of death is over, 
and your fears thereof are ceafed, that chen it 
may be received into your hearc, be your Fa- 
vourite agains of if you do refolve ro pare wich 
fin, peremptorily, ‘univerfally and perpetually; 
yet after a while ic will folicic you to change 
your refolurion; or if you will not change te 
it will folici¢ you co abate the ftrength and ve~ 
hemency thereof; and will come and offer you 
fo much delight, and fo much pleafure, and fo 
much profit, if you will not be fo fevere againtt 
ic Ifyou are not carefull, it will excreach upon 
your heart, and infinuate and winde tc felf inte 
your love and delight, and allure your will into 
a confent, Arft not to be fo fevere, next to t- 
dulge it, then to cowntenance Ir, and then to renew 
its acquaintance, cill ic again become familiar 


to you. 
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3. That Satan will affaule you,and fet in with fin 
for its re-adnsiffion, If he cannot keep you from 
refolving, yet he will lay hard ac your heart 
to break your refolution : He will lay his fnares 
“and baits, and ufe his ftracagems in fins behalf ; 
and come to you ashe. didto our fir(t Parents, 
Gene 21: He (i.e. Satan) faid wnte the womary 
Yea, hath God faid, ye (hall not eat of every tree 
of the Garden? So Satan cometh unto thee, and 
faith, Yea, haft thou faid, chou wile not be kinde 
waco thy fin any more? haft chou faid, chou wile 
be fo fevere againft chine Iniquity ? Ifthou re- 
ply, I have faid, I-will:not keep my fiteakett 

0 
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God be angry with me, and fend fome forer 
Judgement upon me; he will recurn co thee, 
and fay, God will sor furely be angry wich thee 
to plague thee, it may be chou mayft efcape, ot 
if thou yield now, thou mighteft repenc; and 
tenew thy refolution againflic again, do it buc 
this once, take but the other Cup ; play but the 
other game, If you be ‘not carefull to look to 
your Refolutions, when fin, Satan, and yourown 


heare do fer againft you, you will certainly break 
them. 
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4. The World will interrupt you, that yon may The world 
not live up to your Refolutions maae to God in will inter 
time of danger. This is another powerful Af- ney 
faultant, for your heart and affeGions; and will 


mes 


plead, If thou didft refolve agatnft fin, chat was 
unlawful, bur the things rhat Ihave (faich rhe 
World) are good, my Riches are good, and my 
Pleafures are not abfolutely evil, and my Pro- 
fits are nor unlawful ; if chou wouldeft turn off 
thy drunkennefs, why fhould I be refolved a- 
gainft ? and if chou wilt fhake off thy wicked 
company , yer what have I done, chat I muft noe 
be loved >? Company-keeping (faith the W orld) 
did impoverifh thee, but 1 will entich thee, thae 
did confume what was neceffary for chy Family, 
but I come with fupplyes for chem,T will cloache 
their backs, and Iwill furnith cheir Table, and 
Twill bring in Portions for thy Children, T will 
make thee honourable and efteemed, and I will 
lay upin ftore for thee again thy old age, 

when 
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when thy labour will be paft: Thus will che 
World come in for entertainment in your heart 
again, thac though you refolved to {pend fo 
much time in fecret Prayer every day, if God 
would {uffer youto live, yet this worldly bufi- 
nefs cometh to divert you, and another comech 
co take you off from your refolved practice: If 
you confider what earneft fuirers, Sacan, fin, and 
che World will be for your hearr, and how your 
heart isas readyco yield, as chefe are ro folicit, 
your heart is as willing co have them, asthefe are 
cohave yourheart, then wichour diligent care 
icis impoffibfe to live up unto good and holy 
Refolutions made in time of danger, 
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5. The difficulty of the things you have parpo- 
fed. and refolved to do, calls for your greatest 
diligence if you would live wp unto them, The 
more excellent and difficulc che work is we re- 
folve to do, che more ape we are to flag and 
faint, and come fhorce in performance. Now 
it will appear chat chefe things are difficulr, be- 
caufe 
Prater 
They ate< Super > Nathrans. 

Contra 


Firt, The things you have purpofed and re- 
folved todo, ate preternatural. Thefe rhings are, 
that you will love God more, and chat you will 
delight and joy in God more. Now thofe things 
are praternatural which are added to another 
ching 
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thing (as an adjuné& to ics fubsect) fo chat ic 
doch not conftituce the nacure ofic. Aor deftroy 
it, but perfeé ir. Such a thing ds Grace, chat 
you have refolved to vet grearer degrees of. 
Grace and Holinefs doth not coniticute the 
Narure of man, fora man wirhour grace Is a 
man; neither doth erace and ‘holinefs dettroy 
buc perfect Nature : Grace doth nor deftroy ce 
affection of Love, but doth corred It, and place 
lf Upon its proper Obje&; nor deftroy our Joy, 
but turns the ftream of our Joy.co empty ic felé 
in God, of tather t6 fetch our Joyes from 
God, 

Secondly, The things you have refolved t¢ 
do, are fupernatural, above Nature ; icis not in 
the power of Nature to enable youto dowhac 
you have refolvéd upon. You refolved in 
yourtime of fears and dénget, to pray to God 
more fervently ; bur Nature cannor help you (6 
do this : To believé more ftedfaftly, ro love 
God more ardently, towalk with God more ho- 
fily, bur all thefe are above thé power of Na- 
ture ; and mutt be wrought in you by the fupers 
hatural and almighty power of God’: arid yet 
you did Well to refolve to endédvour to do aif 
thele, if you did’ remember to make your refo~ 
lution, in che ftrength of Chritt to do this, by 
whofe ftréneth we cari do all things ,~ Philip, 
4. 13. . Heil ea 

Thirdly, The things you have refolved todo 
AC contra-tatwral, acaintt Nacure xt: e. againtt 
corrupt mature: For our love to God doth'noe 


deftroy the faculty ot affection of Lo re, but pers 


dy f ee 


113 


2S = 


a 


ee 


(aS See 


EL EN API EE RI ETE TE TFSI N 
ee i re ea gas ~ er post 


{EE ES se 
— a aaa aI Tear ie 


114 Direétions bow.te live 


Salli, 
fe& ic and Innobdle tr, bur it doth deflroy our 
Hes Love ro fin, andour love ro the World, and 
ie the chines of the World.» Now todo that which 
th ‘is again{t corrupc Nature is very hard, you will || | 
finde ic exceeding difficule, it is {wimming.a-. || ; 
sainftthe fream, and rowing againft che cide, || , 
chat if you do not.ply your. Oar, you will. be 
carryed, back. | at 
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You will . 6. The oppofition you mzay. meet witball fron 
mect with your neare ft Frieads, will make it evident that 
opponti- shere is need of your greateft diligence to make 
a good your good refolutions. You have purpofed || 
in your heare cofpend more time for God, and | 
your foul, and for the lifeto come, ifyoudo || 
fo as you have refolved, it may be thy father, 
the Wife of chy bofom,. thy fellow-fervan:s, 
will {corn chee and deride thee, and fer them- 
felves againftchee. Thou halt purpofed in chy 
heart to. reprove finners for their Oathes and 
Drunkennefs,,and Prophanenefs, and. if. thou 
do fo, they, will envy chee for chy piry, and 
hate thee for thy love; ic may coft thee deaty 
it-may expofe thee to.trouble from men,.and | 
from thofe that by bonds of Nature are neareft & 
to thee, if chou wile indeed come. up) in thy 
practice in time of health and fafery, co. chy 
Refolutions, which chou didft believe was thy 
duty co. make,. im time. of ficknefs and. dane 
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| duites that you may perforse the parpofes of your Bratiye du= 
| Heart, in living infome-meafure anfwerable Co ties re-quie 
3 | the mercy of divine prorection in time of plague, red. 


™ | calls for your utmolt diligence and care, elfe 
* | yous will undoubredly fail and come fhort,/of 


| Whatyou did refolve upon, Where many Du- 
| ties are to meet,'and to be done-as neceflary 
|. Requifices to-anocher ducy thar makes this duty 
fo much the more difficult. There are many 
things co be done,» if you will perform your 
Vows and Refolutions to be better, wichouc 
which ic will be impoffible, and thefe are fuch 
as 


W atchfulnefs, 
Self-diznyal, 


et | Fervent Prayets ii}! 

S| Freqtent Examination, ec. 

| But rhefe I referve for cher, proper place, as 
ly Helps hereunto. Bur firft I would have you: to 
MM) belteve the neceffiry of your nemoft care andidi- 
il} = gence co, perform wyour -Purpofds.of an, holy 
| life. -That man that thiaksic-eafe to hve mp. to 
| fuch Refolutions-will undoubtedly come hort: in 
| patting th:m in prattice. 
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converfation, made in time of your danger by p 


| reafon of the Plague. If you wouldlive up to || « 
i your Refolution of an holy life, chen | 


‘Saat meet 


geese 


Watch a- Ts Evermore take heed of your Beloved fix 
gainftyour take heed of that which is to-you Peccatum in 
Darling delitus ; your darling Luft; which by way of 
hip {pecial propriety you may call your own. Keep 
a very {trig hand overit, for if any fin undoe 
your iis likely co be chis, and if there be any 
fin chac- will’ weaken your endeavonrs to live 
according to your purpofe , it willbe this: Be- 
ware of all, but ¢/pecially of this ; maintain your 
holy warfare againft che whole hoaft of fin, but 
efpecially fight again(t chis as the General and 
Commander of all the reft: Whether it be 
pride, or worldlinefs, or che pleafing of your 
fenfitive Appetite; or the Lufts of the Fleth, &c. 
That you may know what is your Darling fin, 
take thefe fiens, 

Firft, Thac fin you have been more accufto- 
med to, and hath ‘ufually broken out to the 
wounding of your foul, anddifturbing of your 
peace above any other fin, is your beloved 
fine 

Secondly, That fin thac all other fins doe 
walt upon and vail to, and bring in cheir aid 
and affiftance to ‘maincain } is: your beloved 
fin. 

Thirdly, That fin of which-you are moft im 
patient of reproof; you canohear of other fins, 
and be reptoved for: orher fins, but if you are 

plainly 
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{| plainly dealt wich about this, you cannot. fo 
) eafily bear ic, bue you will finde your cortupe 
| heare to beftiric felf to finde out excufes to ex- 

_ | genuate ir, and plead for ic ; that is likely your 

| beloved fin. 

i | Fourthly , That fin is likely your Darling, 

* | when difappointments of the fulfilling, and pleas 
| fing of ic, is more grievousto your foul thanthe 
|  fruftrations of any other fin. 

e | Fifthly, Tha fin is your Darling, which you 
| have often found your heart withing it were no 
| fin, when you wifhthac ic had nor: been forbid. 

* | den by God; which you finde your'heart moft 

unwilling to refolve againft. 

Sixthly, That, fin is your Darling, which you 

| are, willing to be! at’any colt: ‘and’ charges to 

| maintain or fatisfie, 

| Seventhly, That is your Darling fin, which 

| You are moft delighted in the committing of, 

and had racher part with all the reft than with 
this; it is a fign your heart isindeed marryed 
to that fin, when \you will leave ‘all to cleave 
to this, 

Fighthly, | That fin is your Darling fin, which 

. doth moft difturb you at the Throne of Grace,and 

@ fill. your minde moft ufually with diftraaing 
| ghooghess The Devil will divert your hearc from 

God in holy Duties, ‘and chere is no fin he can 

better make ufe of forcthis purpofe, than what 

your heart is mo{t apt naturally co clofe with- 
alle , | 

Ninthlys Thac finig your Darlingfia, which 
doth moft daterrupe you in your chofen Solis 
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Direttions bow tolive 
tudes, and) -Reriremenrs’ for your fouls ‘con- 
cetnmenr. It is nor every mzn, ‘but foie fpe- 
cial friend. char will joyn himfelf unro: you, 
when he knows you are reciréd forfomie {pecial 
bulinefs. 

Tenthly, That is. your. Darling ‘fin “which 
Confeience doth moft reproach you for in time 
of danger and fears.of death. 

Eleventhly, That fi isicyour Darting’ fii, 
waich ufually ‘lies’ down-in: your thoughts: ac 
nighe; which, your minde molt thinks upon in 
the night when-you wakey and fir endeavoure 
to faluce yowin the morning. vd tit 

Whatever-fin this be, you mu@ refolve” 6 
deal feverely wich it, if ever you would?:keep 
your holy |Nefalutions :: While-you cocker rbis 
fin, and be too kind towards it; you swilfinoe 
Walk locclote Wwith God ih time of heatth, as 


you purpofed-to doumtimed£ ficknetec: 

And -riexesto-this i bellowed: {m, be earefullto 
tnorcifie tharyim chaceis imexes ware te iA your 
love. .Bhitre a9 -fdme other fin befides’ the 
Darling (which is chief) chat the corrupt heaté 
hath fomeé peculiarifavour for + and -if you'-ask 
Waar. fin: thats anfwers cir ts char Ga whieh 
your héare 15 imoft! ape to change your ‘beloved 
fin for, whem youprefsvyour heare to forfake 


' yout Darling fin: And'ehae which was the fe- 


cond chief fin in your Soufy would be firft, if 
the fornenbe taken downvand fupprefied, 
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2. Take heed of dallying with temptatioxs, or 
playing wich che baits of fin ,»/and be careful to 
abftain 


an . 


afi 2 o Wo ping P ing Plague, 


abftain from m the'ver appearance of evil } rather 
deny your felf of what 1s ‘lawful, then play upon 
the borders of that which is unlawful, Lf yoo ate 
ways go as far as you may, you will fometimes vo 


farther then you (hoald : If you ventute co the uts 


mott, you will be in danger of -cranfereffing and 
soing beyond your bounds. You will finde the 
Devil and your own heart fometimes to reafon 
thus, fo farrtou mayeft co, and yet keep thy re- 
folution ; fo far ‘thou mighret venture and 
maintain thy Holy purpofe ; chou'maift go with 
fuch a“one into’ the ‘Tavern, and yer keep> thy 
purpole to be fobet’s chou maytt take anochet 
Glafs of Wine,and chen another, and chef ano 
ther;—-and yet-not break chy-refolution. . Thus 

the Devil will play upon thee, and ply chee, ftep 


fc@r fep;till he'makes'a prey of the peace of thy “ 
confcféncé, atid bath brought chee'to a violartal ” 


of thy. | putpofe;” ‘Prineipiis eb/Pay refit the firtt 
rifings of thé’ fin thou hait ‘réfolved againit’s 
thou hat re folved to keep a ‘conktant courte ét 

fecter prayerevery morning 5 bur wher thon rit 
felt there is chis buanefs otters irfelf co be done 
firtt and chen another, nfl’ chow doit omit ir 
and neglect ir, or there is thts bufinets whic h 
{tayes fot chee, and thar will make chee firlt be 
flight and “hafty ,° and over-fhiore in che per- 
eStiiance of ic, tif ae lattit brings thee to nege 
fed it. Beware then of che appearances ate 
fin. 
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time as ano her, in ime of health , as well asin 
times of ficknefs and great mortality, when the 
plague is over, as when it was flaughtering thon- 
fands 12 a week. Though God doth fometimes 
mantfelt more of his difpleafure againgt tin, yer 
he always equally (becaufe he always infinice- 
ly) haceth fin. If the choughts of Gods aifplea- 
fure, and the fight rhereof in che effects of it, did 
move thee to relolve and purpofe againft fin, the 
believing thoughts of chis when che Plague is 
over, will have fome fpectat influence upon 
thee, to make chee endeavour.to do accord- 
Ing to the purpofe of thy heare in dying 
CLMeS. eS 


Holinefein » 4», Confiders Holinefs 15 as plealing unto God at 
ad, plea- one time as another, and if Gad was pleafed with 
naa to thy purpofe, it will be more pleafing sf thou proceed 
Sooiars ynto: performance: The moving reafon of your 
porpofe, purpofe in rhe time of your diftrefs , was thac 
hid you judged ic pleafing untoGod; and would 
you pleafe God.at one time by purpofing, and 
difpleafe him ac another by non-performance ? 
Would you pleafe God at one time by refolving 
to reform ,: and difpleafe him ar another by non- 
reformation ? Sim and holinefs is the fame in the 
eyes of God ar allrimes , but ic feems itis not 
fointhine+ if fometime thaqu doft purpofe to 
forfake fin, and at another doft willingly com- 
tic irs if fometime thou approvettholinefs, and 
p tpofe.co follow aftet it, but-ac another time 
ehou att remifs in chy purfuir. 
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5+ Work this upon thy heart, that finis as de- Sin is pre~ 
Struttive to thy foal, and prejudicial to thy peace Jdicial, 
and comfort, at one time as another : Though aa vr, 
fometime the circumftance of time. might ag- Sth 
eravate a mans fin, and make ir more. hain- were fick. 
ous (as aman tobe drunk upon the Lords day) 
yetfin commitred at any time is damnable, and 
fin loved ac any time is damnable; though fome- 
time we feel the effects of fin , in ficknefs on 
our bodies, andterrors and fears upon our con-. 
{ciences, and then have greater and more af- 
feging apprehentions of the evil of ic; yet you 
can at no time (when you. have your perfect 
health) lay fin in your bofom, buc irmay fting 
you unto death. In your ficknefs you thoughr 
that fin would undo you, char. your evil ations 
would certainly damne you, therefore you did 
refolve again(t it ; chink fo ftill, and let thofe 
thotights abide upon your hearr, and they will 
carry you in the ftreneth of Chrift, to live as you, 
did purpofe.\ — 


.— 


6. Work this upon your heart, that holine(s: in Holivels in 
atl, and a godly life 1 att, will be more [weet unto tie will be 
jour foul, thaw it was enely in your perpofe: And -paagy es 
that a holy life fhould be efteemed by you at one oncly in 
time, as well asanother , becaufe. it will be as purpole. 
{weer and proficable to youatonetime as ano- 
thers if you thought it would be for your good, 
co purpofe holtnefs, and co refolve co live to God, 
and chis did fomerhing quiet your hearc , if you 
had dyed, chac God had given you a real and 
unfeigned refolution, and fixed purpofe of heart 


co 
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~ Directions how to Vive 


co lead (as you could with ucmoft diligence) a 
Gofpel converfation , how much more will it be 
@ comfort to your heart to fee your purpofes end 
in performances, and your refolurions come un- 
ro areal ,thorough,continued Reformation. Get 
the fame thoughts of holinefs in time of fafety, 
as you had in time of danger; and this will 
help you to live holily as well as co purpole fo to 
de. 
re ae "7 Keep spon your heart a constant, daly [enfe of 
hadnt Jour own mortality, and of your nearne[s to ano- 
you are fil ther werld : Whatis the reafon that men under 
mortal, ficknefs are more apt to purpofe toforfake fin, 
and to premifeéro mend andro reform, than in 
aime of health, but becaufe they have greatet 
apprehenfions of death in its nearer. approaches 
unto chem ; and things as weer do. more affe& 
than things apprehended as further off ;* and 
was it not the thoughts of the nearnefs - of 
death, and your daily danger of it, thac’ did 
Guicken you to refolve againtt fin, and for God, 
.atid to winde up your refolutions fomething high- 
er chan at othér tines? Why you have reafon 
fill co walk th daily expeCtation of your diffolu- 
rion, though che plague be ftayed. If the plague 
be removed our of your habitation, yer finis noc 
émoved out of your hearc ; chere is the merico» 
ious catfe of dearh till in you, .and chere are 
natural caufés of death ftillin you, and you muff 
as furely dye, as if-che Plague were raging, and 
you’ may affoon dye; we dyea thoufand ways: 
death might be as near co you by fome other dif- 
eale, 


afters wafiine Plague. 


a TE 
eafe, amd you may’ fall by fome other dif- 
cafe, as fo many have done by che Peftifence $ 
though you were not one of chofe that dyed eight 
thoufand in a week; yet. you may be one of 
thofe chat.dye eight , or five hundred in a week. 
Doe not fay che bitcernefs of death is pat, 
that now there is no danger; do not put far from 
tee theevil day. Wharif fo many donot dye 
every week as whex thou refolvedit co be berrer, 
yet thew mighceft dye every week. An Apo- 
plexy, or a Feaver, or Droplie might fercht thee 
ro thy grave’, whohaft (through Mercy and Pa- 
tience) efcaped death by the Plague s think wich 
thy felf, when thy hearcis negligent of thy former 
purpofe, When? and why was ic that I: refol- 
ved to give my felf more to a holy, heavenly life? 
When the Plague did come nigh unto my dwell- 
ing’, and becaufe I rhoughe every day | mighr 
have dyed : Why it is my daily danger, if nér by 
the Plasue, yet by fome other difeafe , ‘thac will 
as cerrainly be the caufe of my diffolution, as if 
It’ were.the Placue, Thou didft purpole, be- 
caufe thou thoughreft death was neer,. chen per- 
form, becatife dearhis (till as near, yea it is near- 
etrothes vom, then when rhou.madett this refo« 
lucion ; for the more days thou haft lived fince, 
the fewer now thou haft ro live; ic was near 
then, but to thee it is nearer now, 
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8. Frequently poffe[s thy heart with ferious bee Believe 
hieving thoughts of judgement to come. When Jedgment 


men, and when thou amonelt the reft fhall give 
an 


to come. 
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an account to God of. all, choughts , purpofes, 
promifes, vows that chou haftmade to God, to 
walk before him in an holy life : But what ac- 
count canft thou give to God , when thou haft 
not performed what chou purpofedfelf it was not 
good co purpofe and to promife to forfake thy fin, 
and live co God, Why didft thou purpofe ? If ic 
werep Why doftthou nor perform? If thou fail 
now, thou wile befelf-condemned at the bar of 
God: thy purpofes and promifes will be broughe 
forth againft chee; and God will charge thee 
before’ alf che world with breach of promife unto 
him: , | 
“9. Work this upon thy heart, that thou walkeft 
daily in the fight and prefence of that God that ex 
althy-doth obferve, whether thou art the [ame ix 
thy prattice when thon art_well, as thers waft in 
thy parpofe when thou waft fick: God did fee thy 
purpofe , and he did hear chy promife made in 
thy diftrefs and time of fears ; and his.eye is up- 
énthee, to abferve how chou liveft, and whae 
thou doft; anddomen keeptheir promifes made 
to-men (as fome do from no other principle then) 
becaufe the eyes of men are upon them, to ob- 
ferve them, and'they would aor fofe their repu- 
cation by falfifying of their promife, and wile 
hot thou much more perform chy promife unto 
God, whenthou canftnever break it, buc when 
God 1s [ooking on 2 : 
os tee — ai SST Peermrunercaes: * 
10. Keep a lively and a tender confcience, and 
diligestly hearken to its admowitions, that thou 
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keep thy purpofe ; cominxations , while thow are 
purpofing to come fhort of thy purpofe , and aes 
cnfations afterwards ; if thy confcience is not 
faithful unto chee chou wiltbe falfe unto thy 
promife, and fail of thy purpofe; bucifitbe, do 
hot choak the voice of confcience, for itis thy 
Monitor and remembrancer co put thee in minde 
of che bond and obligation that lies upon chee to 
a holy life, by vireue of chy own refolutions and 
Vows in time of great mortality, 


11. Adake a prudent choife> of [ome wife and Choofe 
holy Chriftian for thy moft intimate afociate: One choife 
that knows thy ways and praétife moft, that is friend, 
moft acquainced with che manner of thy life, and 
hath moft occafion to be moftin chy company 
(fuppofing him ro: be faithful, prudent, pious) 
cell him what hath been che purpofe of thy hearc, 
when che terrors of the Lord were upon thee, nor 
onely againtt fin in general , or in refpe& of ho- 
linefs ingeneral, buc what was the purpofe of 
thy foul, and the refolucion of thy hearc againt 
his fin (if ic be convenient) in particular, which 
thou haft been moft prone unto, and the parti- 
cular duty thou haftrefolved tobe conftant and 
diligent in j which thou haft found thy heare 
moft backward to; and engage himashe loves 
thy foul, and the promoting of the work of God 
inthy hearc, that he will carefully: obferve thee, 
and if he difcertr thee tobe backward to chy du- 
ty, thathe would admonifhthee , if forwardto 
thy fin; chat he would reprovesthee: and in all 

; deal 
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deal faichfully wichthees. chis would be amex- 
ceeding help co: perform our promi‘es and pur- 
pofes of holy living, and fuch a friend as this 
is to be prized iabove his weight in gold; and 
fucha friend asthis. is better chana brother, if 
you finde him, let him nor go. 
Geode wire Se erioufly confider and work upon your heart, 
ods pure | BOR 
ole: al til you feel yorsr foul affected with it, that Gods pur- 
ways the poles concerning jow and your good , andeternal 
fame to peace is the fame at one time as at auother 5 and he 
you. performes all his promui(es which be maketh unto 
jou: God doth nor-one rime purpofe for to fave 
you, and another cine purpofe co condemn yous 
and why fhould you chen be wnconftant in your 
purpoles towards God , onetime to purpofe that 
you will ferve him more, and eforifie him more; 
and at another time be carelefsro order your fife 
according to theincention of yourheatr. When 
you finde your hearts begin to flink, and goe 
from the. purpofe.and promife that you have 
made, prefs your felf with affecting thoughts of 
che’ Immurability of Gods purpofes to you, and 
this might help.you to conflancy in yout purpo- 
fes towards God. 


Se 


Sele cous Mle Steel your heart with an holy conrage: A= 
a CON" gainft all-oppofitions: tn your way of performance’: 
‘ Take heed of -flavihh fears which enfeeble your 
refolutions sand put a ftop inthe way of an 

holy life you havé. refolved upoms fear -of dan- 

get and of death: made youto refolve to keep 

clofe to God ,!-and yeryounfear of ma 

ear 
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fear of danger for holinefs fake, will. hinder 
your living up co thole Purpofes and Refolu- 
tions, Fear of death natural and from God, was 
the occafion of your refolving co prastife an ho- 
ly life; buc fears of death violenr, and from 
men, will be che caufe of your breach of pros 
mife fo ro doe: . Therefore refolve to live up 
to your Refolutionss though lefs of Eftace, Li- 
berty, or Life, fhould artend you for fo do- 
ing, 
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14, Fill your heart with au holy Zeal for Gods 
glory; and 1f you be zealous for the glory. of 
God, you will be couragious againft all Impedi- 
meats and Obftrudtions. of an. holy converfati- 
on. Courage is.oppofed to flavith Fears, and 
Zeal is oppofed to Lukewarmnefs:; And Luke- 
warmne(s Is inconfiftenc with che practiceyou 
have refolved upon. You have purpofed co 
pray more fervently chan you were wont to do, 
but if your hearc be.as lukewarm in Religion, 
youcannot do ics you have purpofed to lay ouc 
your felf more for the good of fouls, to endea- 
vour tohelp others in cheir way to heaven, bue 
if you be .as lukewarm. as before, you cannot 
do more chan you did before:. Bur if your heare 
be enflamed with zeal, for God, more than bes 
fore, you will perform all your Religious under- 
takings wich more life than before, you will pray 
with more life, and preach wich more life,-and 
{peak to men abour the chings of God and ano- 
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ther world, than you did before ; and chisis the 
performance of your Purpofe, 
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Frieueny Get 5. Be minch in daily Reflexions whether yor 

Sélfre.  lrve up to your Refolutions, or no, Review your 

flexions, life every night, refle& upon your Duties, and 
rhe manner of performance of chem. Survey 
at night hefore you fleep che actions of the day, 
whether they have been according to the Rule 
of Gods Word; what cemprations did aflaulc 
you, and how you did refilt chem 3 what core 
ruptions did rife in your heart, and how you 
did fubdue them ; what Ordinances of God you 
have face under, and how you did improve them $ 
what Talents God hath entraftéd you with, and 
how you have employed chem; what compa- 
hy you have been in, and how you did behave 
your felf, If you do not call your felf frequent- 
ty to account, you will live below your Purpo- 
fes, and not perceive It. 
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Renew 16, Be often renewing your Purpofes and Refo- 
your Pur-/utiows for an holy life, Frequent a&s do beget 
pole, and ftrengcheri habits ¢ Actually renew yout Par- 
pofe ro pray to God, to walk circum{peatly, 6 
difcourfe of rhe things of God, and ic will at 
leneth be habitual.to you fo todo. If you finde 
upon refledion and felf-examination, that your 
Purpofes are weakened, and your heart draws 
back from thar pitch of holinefs you did intend 
ro labour after, binde yourheart thereto by rhe 
renewal 
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Ir 8aPray suuchoto God far firength and pow- Pray for 
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renewalof your Purpoless If you finde you have 
brokemyour Refohicions, do'norrefolve to con= 
tinue fo sta :do; bucirepairthem, /If the Mari= 
ner ‘be driven back !by wirdesiand-forms, yét 
Aie-keeps :atid renews his purpofeoP failing unto 
his‘intendéd Harboun If .a‘Fravelfer fall in his 
Journey; he -gerg-upandrefol ves to | hold on hig 
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SO aQPreffe vonr heart. with the evils: of coming Ie will 

(hort, and: with ithe benefirs of Living ap tito your binggreat 
Refolutidnss The evilsiof this, L'fhall fpeak ro Peustrs. We 
inthe whird: general: Head’ that follows next ih 1 
order. The Benefits of keeping ‘the ‘purpofé of : 
yolir heare are many and gveac: Your fins will 
for be-fo many ;~your fins wilt Horbe fo ftrong, 
for Refolutions againft fin chac are firmly made 
vand carefully kept; do exceedingly weaken fin s 
and afyott (hould: fometime-fin; your fin witl 
motube:fo' gréar;' when God! dorhidee you keep 
the fitmepurpofe of your! hearpacdinir though 
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MOre Importunacel y wo God: for ‘mercy, but 
men you muft pray ‘to God, to'enable you fo i 
pray as*yow:have: nefolved, Refoliition ts our 
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dury 4 but ftrengch to perform them ts notin | 


our felves; buc mnt be fecched from God, 


and that: mutt be by fervent, frequent Prayers | 
Pray that God.would not leave thee to thy felf, — 
chac he would not forfake thee, Pfalr19.-8. | 
I will keep thy featutes, chere is Davids: Pure | 
pofe: Oh ferfake me not. utterly; there 1s Da- | ' 
vids Prayer. As you muft not purpofg in your | 


own ftrengch, but in che ftrength of Chrift; fo 
you cannot performin your own ftrength, bu 
in the frendthof Chrift<If your refolucton be 
firong againtt fin, and you reft inthe ftrengch 
of your Refolucion, and! chink you «fhalh nat 
fin, becaufe you have {trong Refalutions againft 
ir, you Will faileo. sobre 


EE ee 


“saa 


19+ Mortifie arval felf-love , amd hie very 
machin -the-exercife-of felf-dexyal) Vf you can- J 
not deny yours felf of what is pleafing toiche © 


fleth;; you will-deny a! holydlife. You mutt often 
deny; yourown willsyand.your own defires, and 


delights, your own judgements and’ reafonings, | 
your fenfitive appetites :and your profits in tthe | 
world, and hate all thefein comparifon of bec- } 
ter things, and-when they ftand in competition | 
with God and Chrift: If you love your plea. 
{ures inordinately, and love your Liberty.and your | 


Life inordinately, your refolutions for fiétnefs 


of holy walking with God, will nor abide, nor | 


be accomplifhed. The love of felf, as wellas of 
fin, is a great enemy co holy refolurions, 
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20. Often urge your heart with the Exam-eyompless 
ples of the holy meh of God recorded in the Serip- 
tures, They purpofed and wet€ carefull co per- 
form. Jacob vowed unto God, atid payd it. 
David vowed unto God, and payd ic. Fob 
made a2 Covenant with hiseyes, chache would 
not look upon Objeéts that fhould irricare. his 
finful nacure, and faid, why chen fhould I do ir ? 
Fob 31.1% Sodo you fay, When J choughr my 
felf to be near che grave, I purpofed ro honour 
God more than I did before, if he fhould {pare 
me, why then fhould I not doic? I purpofed 
co watch againft my fin, why chen fhould I be 
carelefs P , 

Thus I have given you the Confiderations to 
prefs you co be careful of your Purpofes; and 
Helps co the performance of chem, next I come 
co che Ageravarions of neglecting to live ac- 
cording fo your engagements in the time of 
ficknefs and danger. 


Gite eeu debe 


II. He Aggravarions of the breach of yours. sen 


Vows and Refolutions made again{t agorava- 
fin, and for holinefs, when fears of death were tions of 
upon you, doexceedingly heighten and increale igh ta 
yout fin; and:beeanfe fickebed. Promifes are fo '\ holy 
feldom made good, and fick-bed Refolutions p erotys 
ufually prove fo ineffeQual, I fhall defire you tions, — 
who have che Vows of -God upon you, and 
who have refolved (if God would coneinue to 

K 2 you 
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you life )' as. God and Confcience, and ic may | 
be others, are wicnefles of, that you would | § 
weigh feriouf{ly asin che prefence of God, the | lt 
evil of breaking your Vows, and being carelefs | # 
of your. Refolucions. 


Itis great. 4, This a great hypocrifie, to purpofe and not 

hypoctifie. perform: You feemed in your affliction ro be 
affected with your condition, and to be afflifted 
for your tranfereffion, and to approve of an hoe 
ly converfation, then you coukd weep for fin, 
and now you work it; you could then lament 
ity and now commitit; then you feemed to be 
changed from what you really were before 
when you lived-in fome known fin; buc now it 
appears thar you have really loft thar good which 
you did feem co have, and made profeffion of 
In time of your ficknefs. Icis ufual with Hy- 
-pocrites to be beft when they are ill, and to be 
worft when they are well, Hypocrices have their 
Sood moods, are good by. fits ; fomerimes pray, 
but nor alwayes. Fob24.8:" For what is the 
hope of the hypocrite,-— V.10. Will he delight 
himfelf-in the Lord 2 will he alwayes call upox 
God? 1,e. He will noe ac alf'times, and in all 
conditions pray to God ; whew he is fick,he may, 
but whet his-‘ficknefs is removed, his Prayers are 
abated; Itesa fign thy goodne[s mas as a morning 
cloud and as the early dew,it’s gone awaye Hol.6.4, 


orn 


Double = s-a, This is double Tniguity 3 icis cwifted wiec- 
Iniquity. kednefs: It is one fin woven with another ; itis 
Hoe 
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not onely double dealing, bur it brings double 
euile; if chou hadft not made chy vow andrefo- 
lution topray frequently, it had been but a /gle 
fins 1f chou hadft been feldominic, buc now tr 
isa double {iny and hath double guile 5 that thou 
doft omit to pray, this is one fin; chac chou doft 
omit ic, after chou haft promifed, and refolved 
and vowed todoir, this is the other fin; andin- 
deedis chis thy mending in chy ficknefs and dan 
gers, to be doubling chine iniquity? 


3. This is great folly, Ecclef. 5. 4..When thou 
vowel? a vow unto God , defer not topayit , for he 
hah no pleafure 1x fools: pay that which thon haf 
vowed : It is folly co do thac which 1s becter be 
undone thandone. Verf. 5. Better it is that thon 
houldeft not vow, then vow and not pay. Lnthy af- 
flittion thow (houldeft have learned wifdom ana noe 
committed folly. 

4. This 15 to lye to God, to men: A vow is a 
promife made to God, Deut.23.23. Thar wh chis 
gone out of thylips,thou (hal keep and perform, ever 
afree willoffering.according as thou haftvewed un~ 
to the Lord thy God, which thea haft promifed with 
thy mouth. What is firft calted a vow, is after cal- 
leda promife,& ifhou madeft chis promife with 
thy mouth and didit not really intend the fulfil- 
ling of ic, bucdidft ic, either codeceive chy fel€ 
or others ; or (had it been pofhble) God himfelf, 
what isthis bur alye 2? Ifthe words of chy mouth 
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were not conformable to the thoughts of chy 
minde, that thou {paket one thing in chy fick- 
nefs, and didft intend another; chou {pakeft 
not as thou cthoughteft, chou art guilty of a lye 
xavaig  Cthical. . Bur forafmuch as thy words do not 
cae he things chou {pakeft of, thowart guil- 
quando nos *8f€ to the things chou {pakelt of, chowart gui 
eff confor-ty of a falfhood logical , both are bad , though 
mis menté che firtis wort, Andis not this an aceravation 
aiceaiiss of thy wickednefs co Lye ro God when thou arc 
aie wrbie under his rod? Do nor parents deal more feverely 
Fuchdeniy with their children, if they finde them lying , 
jt confor- when they are under che rod? Are we not like to 
mis veburs children, when they are fcourged , will promife 
efi fulfalo- any thing to be fpared , but prefently be 
ice. : , : s f 
found in the violation of their promife > Bue 
take heed how chow deff unto God, Remember 
the fearful inflance of Avanias and Sapphira, 
Alt, 5.3. Peter faid, Awanias, why hath Satan fil- 
led thine heart to lye to rhe Floly Ghoft, and to keep 
back, part of the price of the land, Verl.4. Whiles 
at vemained was ituot thine own? and after it was 
fold, was it not inthine own power 2 Why haft thou 
conceived this thing inthy heart ? that thou haft 
not lied wnto men but unto Ged. Vert. 5. And 
Ananas hearing thefe words fell down and gave up 
the ghoft.. 
the like I might fay of thy vow , before thou 
hadft madeir, it wasin chy power, Deut. 23.23, 
But if thon forbear to vow , tt [hall be no fin tn thee 
but if thos heft vowed, God will farely require it 
af thee , and co flack to pay wonld be fin iv thee. 
Verf.21~« Why then haf chou conceived this 
thing in chy heart, tolie to the Holy Ghoft, in 
making 
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making a vow and'not paying , chow hieft nor to 


men, buc unto God. Oh fear and tremble featt 
deach fhould feize chee prefently , and thou fall 
down and give up the ghoft, Inthy vow thou 
jieft unto God, if thou doftnot pay, becaufe we 
mutt vow onely to God; for facred vows are a 
pare of Religiousworfhip, which muit be given 
onely unto God, Dest, 23. 21. Ecclef. 5+ 4. 
But in thy promifes thou haft made co men, thou 
haft-fied unto men; and all chis doth aggravace 
thy negle& of coming upto thy vows and pro- 
mifes incime of ficknefsand fears. 


om ot ee 


5. To Meglett the keeping of thy re[olntions and-To fin a- 


purpofes against fin, and for ax holy life, 1s 1t not 
finning againff conference , and againft knowledge ? 
It feems thy confcience hath told thee, when 
chou refolvedft'to-pray more fervently, chat luke- 
wirmene(s in prayer was a fin, and yet now thou 
doft nor ftrive again ic ,- chy .confcience told 
thee chat the ways of God were the beft ways, 
and beft for chee co walk cherein, and yet now 
chou doft not do itsthy confcience hach been fo far 
inlightned co digtare this unto thee, and yex chou 
ooe(t againtt the ditates of thy confcience ; thou 
doft not onely Gm with knowledge, buc againtt 
ic, and fins againtt knowledge and con(cience, 
are aggravated fins, and {uch a finner is an inex- 
‘eufable, and felf-condemnedfinner, Kom. 2, Te 
did@ thou not condemn. thy felf in time of 
‘Plague, chac chowhadit taken no. more pains for 
heaven, and forthy foul, chac thou hadit prayed 
K 4 no 
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no more, andlived:noyberrer?: And what need 


we any furrher witnefs, when thine own confeis: 


ence will come In againitrhee 2. 
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6. This will:make death terrible indeed unto! 
thee,when it comes in good earneft to [eixe upon thee, 
and then thou fhalt finde that the fame -pur=: 


pofes, and refolicions will not quiecctheé, when 
informer (icknefs thou haft-had them, andinaf- 
ter recovery thou haft negle&ted to :perform 
them. Thy latt’ficknefs will come, and death 
ac faft will comes and then chou wile remember 
what vows chou haft made, and how chou didit 
not payrhem unto God, how thou haft refolved 
againtt fin andia wicked life ,. but haft made -no 
confeience of living anfwerable unco chem, and 
chis wilk make thee much afraid to dyes - 
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9. This will be great unthankefulue{s unto God 


oy bis prefervation from, or refleration out of: - 


fickne(s :° To God belong the iflues from death, 
bur you denyic tohim. When Hezekish was 
réflored ftom his ficknefs (ics choughe the plague) 
he was thankful unto God for his reftoration, 
I fae 38, 19. The living, the living, be (pall praife 
thee, as I do this day + the father tothe children 


(yell make known thy trath, Ver. 20. The Lora 


was ready to fave mee, therefore. we will fing m) 
fongs to the firingea inftruments, allthe days of our 
life, in the houfé of the Lord. | And is this to give 
thanks: to God for prefervation, for reftoration 

| from 
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from: ficknefs? Hach God given you your life 
from che very borders of the grave ? and is this 
the fruit you return to God, noc onely nor tobe 
fo good as you ought co be , bur nor fo careful as 
you purpofed ro: be? Or do. you give thanks ro 
God with your mouth that God hath kept you 
from the grave , and conrradigicin your life 2 
Your orall thankefgiving is nothing without pra- 
Elical thankes doing : Or do you praife God in 
words and difbonor him in your works, and do 
your lipsacknowledge you are engaged to God 
for his prorecting providence , and do you fo 
live as if youhad received nofuch mercy from 
him, and that-your dependance were not xow up= 
on him ? Is this your thanks co God to break your 
word with him? 
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8. This will make you loofe the {piritwal benefst 
af your ficknels and af flittion , to be worfe by the 


better, nor endeavor to. walk according to your 
refolutions in, time of ficknefs 5 ivis.a fign your 
affligiion hach not been fangtified to you, thac 
(as co {piricuals) you are not benefited by it ; 
God hath puc you inro the furnace , bur you ate 
for purified , your drofs remaineth ; God hath 
correéted you buc-you are noc amended ; If af- 
fiGion had worked for your good, if. you had 
been bad, ic would have made you good ; if you 


had 
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“ah ; make you 
mercies of God, istohave mercies in judgement . \oole the 


to be better by judgement, 1s to have judgements in benefit of 
mercy > But when you live no better, andare no aftli ion, 
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had been good ir would have made you better. 
David could fay, Before I was affliéted , I went 
aftray , bat now I have learned to keep thy com- 
mandnsent, Pfal. 119.67. But you might fay, 
in my affli@ion I purpofed co walk clofe wich 
God, but after have been afflited I go aftray. 
Surely your heart is very bad , when affiritions 
made you not better , and when mercies makes you 
worfes 
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9. What is this but to like of fin, and difap- 


felled your diflike of fin and approved of clofeft 
walking with God: In your affliftion you feemed 
to be forry for your fin, bur now the affli@ion is 
over, you feem tobe forry chat you were forry 
for your fin; in your affliction you feemed to 
repenc thar you had finned, elfe why did you 
refolve againft ic? When your affli@tion is re- 
moved, you feem to repent of your refolutions 
againft fin, elfewhy donot you live and do as 
you did refolve ? what is this bur co {mile upon 
fin afcer your deliverance , which you feemedto 
frown upon in cime of danger of deach and the 
etave ? What is this but to finde fweetnefs in fin 
after you have tafted fomeching of che bitrernefs 
of it? To re-imbrace that which you feemed to 
have caft from you ? and this isan aggravation 
of che evil frame of your heart. 


Io. What 
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10. What if thon hadft dyed in thy af fliction, \f chon 

thou hadf? gone to hell upon amiftake, and perifhed pene ay: 
& ed inthy 

for ever , when yet thou had$t [ome hope (though ¢exnefs 
upon falfegrounds ) that thy condition was £o0d, thou hadft 
and that then fhouldeft have obtained mercy ; been dam- 
When thou waft fick or in danger, thou though- "4. 
teft thy condition was good, becaufe thou fouy- 
deft chy heart to refolve to forfake thy fin, and 
purpofe toclofe with the clofe(t wayes of holi- 
nefs, but if chou hadft then dyed, thou wouldeft 
without doubc have been eternally damned, be 
caufe thy refolutions were not penitential refolu- 
tlons, as appears by che fruit of them, in thy re- 
turning ¢o chy fin again, and chat thou didi nor 
indeed love God, andhis holy ways, for if thou 
hadft thou wonldeft not fo foon, no, never afrer 


turned from chem in che general courfe of thy 
converfation, 


ee 
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ix. This will encourage the devil to more [ite Fe cued 
quent tempting of thee: For if by temptation he rageth the 
can prevail with thee to do that which is contrary devil to 
to thy refolucion ; whac hopes will he have to tempt 
draw thee inco:fin, againtt which thou haft made 
no fuch particular refolution 2 If he overcome 
thee where thou art flrongeft , whar fpoil wil! he 
make upon chee where thou arc weakeft? Irisa 
Steat advantage we give unto the devil, when 
we fin ae ain{t our refolutions. 
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12. This will be a great provocation anto God, 
when thou doft fin, not only againft his Pre- 
cepts, but againft chy own purpofe; not only 
againft the obligations he layeth upon thy foul 
by Mercy and Afflictions, bur againft che Obli- 
cations thou layftupon thy felf by chy Purpofes 
andRefolucions: Andin chy Affliction and fears 
didft chou not apprehend God to be exceedingly 
provoked, but chou muft after he hath preferved, 
recovered thee, go on, to provoke him more, 


aaa 


13. If this xeglett be found in thee who haft the 
truth of grace, yet it will much binder thy con- 
fidence at the throne of grace, and ftop the In- 
finences of the Spirit of God, and ebfirutt the ile 
lapfes of the Spirit from defcending upon thy heart. 
When thou keepeft thy refolutions, and keepeft 
out of the wayes of fin, chou canft go to God 
wich an humble, holy boldnefs, and: pour out 
thy heart with much enlargednefs before God, 
and there is {weee intercourfe betwixt God and 
chee, thou feejeft thy heart co burn in love to 
God, and chou perceiveft God ro bear a love 
rothee ; and oh how {weet is chis unto thy foul ! 
But when chou negleseft to watch againft fin, 
and to walk wich God; when chou hadft refol- 
ved to do both, when thou goeft co thy duty, chou 
wile finde Confcience reproach thee, and chy 
heart ftrairned, and thy mouth ftopped, and thy 
confidence-abated , thy hearc much eftranged 
from God, and God carrying himfelf as a ftran- 
ger 
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ger finto thee, when chou arc upoa thy knees: 
And this is. che bitter fruic. of a carelefs heare 
afrer hetghtned Refolutions, 


14. If this neglelt be found in thee that baff Begers 
the truth of grace, it willmuch occafion the doubt- doubsings: 
ing of the fincerity of thy heart. A Childe.of Géd 
may fail and be remifs in profecuting of his pur- 
pofes fometimes, bur if he be, ic will make him 
jealous of his own heart, and fufpicious: rhacic 
is not Well betwixt God and him; and ts noc : 
thar 4 fore evil, and much to be oppofed and 1 
lamented, which doth: blor thine Evidences for a. 
heaven? and will make thee queflion whether | 
| thou haft.one dram of grace in cruch conferred 
uponthee, infufed into thee ? 


ee 
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Thus I have fintthed this Dire&tion alfo, 
| fhewing how, you. may live in fome meafure 
| anfwerable to the great goodnefs of Gad ia i" 
|  fparing you ineime of Plague, when fo many a 

: 
f 


choufands fell.round about you : By being care- 
| full co be‘aS good.when the Sicknefs is over, as 
you purpofed and. refolved cojbe when you were 
in expeétation:of. death, and waiting for your 
| change and: diffolution; when che Arrowes of | 
God. were flying amongft you, in che time of iy 
H 
i 


| this fore Judgement of the Plague, 
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Ath God’ fpared you in time of fo 
great Cowtagion, chat you live when 
others ate dead, or were you fick and 
ate recovered? then Endeavour that 


the Care may be a thorow Cure, that your Son! 


be healed as well as your body, chat thete be not 
fpiticual Judgements upon your Soul , when 
temporal Plagues are removed from your Body. 
You may obferve, that fuch thaccame co Chrilt 
with difeafed bodies, Chrift healed cheir bo- 
dies and their fouls too; he took away their 
corporal ficknefs, blindnefs, diftempers, and rhe 
euile of cheir fins c00, Mat,9.1,2. Many are 
‘clivered froma Corporal Plague,’ chat yet are 
tafecsted and in danger of eternal deacl by the 
Plague upon their hearts? That remain under 
fpiricual Judgements, and Soal-/icknefs, when 
remporal Judgements and corporal fickneffes are 
cured and removed. When St. John wrote to 
Gaius, he defired chat 1 might be as well with 
himas co his bodily health, ‘as it was in re{pect 
of hisfoul, and {pirimal health, 3 Ep. J hx v- 2- 
Beloved, 1 wi? above all things that thou mayft 
brofper and be in health, even as thy foul prof pe 
veh, Buc it may be matter of our deGre con= 
cerning thofe thar remain alive, and are well 
afer this Vifications thac chetr fouls may - pros 
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fper and be in health even as their body profpe- 
reth, Ic is a greater mercy to have an healed 
foul in a fickly body, chan tohave fpiricval fick- 
nefs remain inan healchful body: It is not fo 
great a Judgemenc to have rhe body full of 
Plagne-(ores, as to have the foul full of resigning 
feiss I€ your body be cured and not your foul, 
the cure is but half done: Therefore in fpeak- 
ing co this Direétion, I fhall {hew chefe chings : 


1, Whtrein it appears that finss the ficknefs of 
the foul ? | 
22. Wherem it appears that fiz and {piritnal 
Judgements. spon the foul, are worfe thas fickne/s, 
‘and temporal Fudgements upon the body? 
3. How we may kuow whether ony (onls are 
healed of [pirisual fickueffes ? 
gl What they muft do that lye under foul-fick= 
ne[s, that they may behealed? 
5: What {ach {hold do; that are healid of their 
foul-diftempers, to tmprove the Cure tothe gle 
ry of Goa ? | ; 
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}, Where doth it appear that finvis the fouls dif 
cafe; aad the ficknefs thereof ? “In thefe pare 


tusnlars. 


1. C Ickneffes and difeafes do abate and: take Sin is the 
away the Appetite. Sick’ men have not the oul» fick, 


Appeute to cheic food as men in health have. 
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So fin cakes away the {pirical appetite of thie 
Soul,, thac ic doch not hunger: after Chrifts nor 
thirft after righteoufnels,.and hindets tts feeding 
upon, Chrift, andthe Wordsof Gods whichsas 
the {piricual food for thefouls nourifhment and 
erowth. | +) AY 
"a, Sickaefs and difeafes do abste the flrength 
and .athivity of the body. So fin,doth weaken 
the foul, and all the. faculties thereof 9, and 
doth difable it in all its a&tings co, and for 
God, : Fithian aie seg si. he AS 
3. Sicknefs and difeafes often fill the. body full 
of pain, aches, and (ores, making. meneto scty 
out, Oh my head, and oh my heart, and. oh.mty 
bowels, Iam pained, I am pained >So findoth 
fill che foul. full of racking fears; and perplex- 
ing corments and doubts, ‘and. fornétimes.make 
fome finners cry ours, J.amandont; Lam undone, 


1 ans damned, 1 ams ‘damieds one e845, 
“40 Some. difeafes , do frupi fie: and-maks, men 
infenfible, and thofe are, the worfte, So, fin\fome- 
times makes fome finners ftupid and, unfeaGble 
of cheir mifery-and danger, 3 

§. Sicknefs and dileafes do take away mens 
delight in thofe things which men in perfect health 
do take pleafure iz. Sick men haveno delight in 
the pleafures of the.world;- end inthe: riches of 
the world, which other men finde. \So fA takes 
away that delight in God and {piricualduties, 
and in heavenly things, which thofe whofe fouls 
are cured do experierices © | 

6. Sicknes and difeafes do poy! the beauty of 
the body: They {poil rhe falteft complexion; arid 
make 
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make the ruddy cheeks to become pale; and 
many: difeafes bring deformity in the room’ of 
beauty... So fin doch fpoyl the foul of thar {pis 
ritual beauty. wherewich ic was adorned in its 
firft Creation, which did confit in likenefe on: 
to. God, fo chat now inftead of the likenefs of 
God, there is nothing bur blacknefs’ and. de- 
formity ; chac the foul char was comely and 
amiable in the fight. of God, is now become 
loathfome and abominable, 
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I], Wherein doth it Appear, that Soul-ficknefs 
and [piritual Fudgements upon mens hearts, ave 
worle than Jicknefs ana temporal judgments 
upon mens budyes ? 


s ‘cf 
; [ Hough moft menin the World look Bpon'cencisof 
bodily ficknefs and corporal Judgments to neat 
be more dreadful chan (in upon thetrfouls, yer 


wis j k dieadfall 
i we take a right eftimare, and make -a true than of the 
judgment of both: fpiritual Judgements are the Body. 
ereacer evils, 


. 
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| 
‘ te Caufe, or manner of conveyance, | 
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34 4« Number, being many, 

@ | 5+ Effect, chat they do produce. 

= +9, Difhculcy of cure, 

“i 7+ Want of fenfe. 
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i. Spiricual Judgements and’ foul -ficknefles 
ate grearer evilschan temporal Judgements and 
fickne(s upon the body in repeat of the caufe, 
ot manner of Conveyance, which is by natural pro- 
pagation, and founavoidables ‘Sin is born with 
us, it is derived from Parents co Children , 
from one generation ro another. There are 
fome difeafes chat are conveyed from Parents 
co Children, but this is not general, nor per- 
petual co all generations, But the propagation 
. of fpirirual difeafes is univerfal and general, ic 
i is conftane and perpetual, The feed of all fin 
is derived from ‘Adam co all his Pofteriry. 


2. Soul-ficknefles and fpiricual Judgements 
upon mens hearcs are Sigus of greater wrath than 


Plasue, and yer God may love you; you may 
have bodily affli@ions, and God may be at 
4 peace with you, and hecaule he loves you, he 
a || may affi& you, “But fptricual Judgements, as 

i | judicial hardnels, blindnefs, are figns of Gods 
| anger, yeahis foreft difpleafure, yea (which 1s 
more) they are fiens of Gods Hatred to fuch a 
man that tyeth under them. Now that which 
doth alwayes argue Harred in God toa finne’, 
is worfe than thofe things rhac might proceed 
barely from his Anger, and fometimes from bis 
Love: God loathes and abhorres char man, the 
plague of whofe heartis not at @// cured. 


3» Spiricual Judgements and foul-ficknefles 


ase 


‘bodily fickneffes are. You may be fick of che 


a 
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are greacer evils chan temporal and corporal 
ficknefles are, becaufe they be fpiritual, and 
have the Aeart and fowl for their fear and fub- 
ject: As mercies are better that are {piricual, 
and that are foul mercies, fo Judgments and 
ficknefles fpiritual are the greater evils, becaufe 
they are che difeafe of the better and more no- 
ble pare of man chat which doth corrupt the 
foul, muft be worfe chan thac which doth corrupt 
the body, by how much the foul is more excels 
lent than the body. 


4. They are worfe, becaufe they are more 
numerous: chere is more difeafes in che foul 
than in the body. If che body be difeafed in 
one pate, ic may be well In all che ret; ifin 
more, yet notin all; tf in all, yet your cafe is 
not fo bad: But there is no finner bur is dif- 
eafed inevery part; chere are fpiricual diftem- 
persin all che faculctes and powers of che foul, 
in the Underftanding, Will, Affecttons, Con- 
fcience, Memory, Bhantafie: In the members 
of the body, no pare free: Nay there are many 
{pieicual difeafes in every faculty: in the Un- 
derftanding, chere aré many: ignorance, errour, 
cc, in che Will many, ftubbornnefs, choofing 
the Creature and Gn, before God, @e, In eve- 
ry affeQion of the foul there are {warms of fin: 
In the heare there are innumerable diftempers, 
évil thoughts; murders, adulreries, fornications, 
thefts, blafphemies, falfe witnefs, A/at, 15.19. 
Spiticual difeafes naturally be all in every mart, 
and beinevery part of every man, 
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s, They are worfe in regard of the Effects. 
The effets of bodily ficknefs, ac the utmoft, 
and the greateft, is bur che death of the'body ; 
ic brings the body to the dutt, and the grave, 
ic doth bur feparace from: friends, and betwixt 
the body and the foul. Bur che effects of fpiri- 
tual foul-ficknefles (except they be healed) are 
dreadful, and inconceivably great 5 efeac and 
dreadful in this world, bur greater and more 
dreadful in the world to come; they caufe 
Gods anger, they deprive the finner of com- 
munion with God, they will feparate betwixt 
God and him for ever, they will bring the foul 
to the place of Devils, and the torments of the 
damned. 


6. They are worle in regard of diffic#lty of 
Care. Bodily diftempers may be cured by the 
skilf of man, in rhe ufe -of natural means, but 
the ficknefs of the foul wich noching bur che 
blood of Chrift + Of whichmore afterwards. 


7. They ate worfe in regard of the want of 
fenfe, Where one man cryes out of the. hard- 
ne(s of his heart, and complains of the unbelief 
and eartblinefs of his hearc, there are many 
cry our of the ficknefs of their bodyes, If cher 
finger doth bur ake, they are fenfible of ir; bur 
rhough the whole head is fick, and the whole 
hearcisfainc, and exceedingly diftempered, yer 
rhey are not fenfible of it. Therefore, though 
God hath cured the Plague of thy body, and 
not 
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if thy bodi 
Galen fs of thy bis 
thy éafe is deplorable: 
thou art a hist that 
Plague thou 
to goe unto thy Chamber 
humbled and mourn before God, for the 
Plagues and: Judeements ‘thar remain upon - 


not the Plague of 
difeafe ts removed, Xe ut aa 
remain wichout cure 


And while 


efeaped: che 


thy Soul, 


LIl. How way.a man know » 
of Soul- fick nes ? 


will nor be 


ye 
fall: nor be cin 

per 
cures all Ficaberets 
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deftroy the 
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foul, So thet 
doth Work, the one 
nefs of the Soul, 

comfore of the Soils 


quire afrer. 


and he 4s ply 


ether be be healed 


healed, cm be 


, and Ce ic doth etd of the 
{ be cutest ry Ate 7 | wf ' 
foul. There is a dnable wound that fin cor 
is che wound char do . 
by hindring ic from falvaci- 
» and there is the Sais 
! as ¥ . 
that deftroyes the peace and comfore of 
is a double Cure, saat C the 
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+. Every man that is healed of Soul+fick+ 
nefss hath been fenfble of ir: Sin hath been 
thy forrow and thy griefs and the burden: of 
chy heart; thou haft groaned under it as the 
oreate(t load, as che greateft evil in the world. 
Every man that is bodily-fick, and is fentible 
of it, and is unfeignedly willing to be freed 
from his ficknefs, and defirech no:hing. more, 
is not cured ; butir is fo in fpiricuals: He chat 
is fenfible of fin, and is heartily, and unfeign- 
edly willing to part wich his fin, as ever fick 
man was of ficknefs, 1s cercainly healed by 
Jefus Chrift: Bur fuch as never found fo much 
forrow for fin, nor fenfe thereof, as to mak 
chem willing co pare with every fin, were ne- 
ver yet cured. Howcan a man that is woun- 
ded, have his fore dreffed and lanced, in order 
to 2 Cure, and not be fenfible of the {mar 
and pain thereof? Or how can he be healed, 
while the fword that made the wound, abideth 
in it? It is as impoffible rhae man ‘thould 

e healed of his fpiricual ficknefs and wounds, 
hac is not willing co pare with fin, as for 
a man to be healed of his bodily wound, 
while he will noc have the fword pulled out 
char did make ir. Sin canfed the wound and 
the. ficknefs cf thy foul, and if thou are not 
willing to part with every fin, chou are not hea- 
led: rhy foul is fick, and if chou doft nor feel 
ir, chat is the worle, 


2. Where 
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2. Where the foulishealed the fia is killed 3 
the life of finis rhe death of the foul, and cha 
which is the life of the foul is che death of fin ; 
if Chritt heal che foul, he wounds fin , he never 
heals borh ; if fin be wounded co.deard, the foul 
is healed unto life - asin the body, the more 
healch is repaired, the more the difeafe 1s weak~ 
ned ;. fothe waniiae the foul is cured , the moze fin 
is mortified, 


a 
wet 

3, Where the foul ishzaled,there grace is 12- 
fufed; ficknefs be is 1gremoved, healrhisreftor- 
ed. W hen Chri ith he oais a {i iners foul 3 he doth 
not onely splines the it but Lap fie ithe frnner 5 
When a man is reftored from ficknefs tohealth, 
chat which made stm fick is not onely removed, 
but thac ba tiel oduced which makech bim well 
fo when Chrift cures che foul, bedorh BOL ANE 
take down che power of fin, which did make 
him bad, but he infufeth cthac which doth make 


hun good. 


we 


4. Where che foul is cur edof the difeafe of 
fin, it is fick of love to Jefus Chrifé, ic isnot one- 
ly weary of fin, but exceedingly Llongerh afer 
the prefence ae Chiilt, and communion with 
God, Caxt.§. 8.f charge you,O aaughter ers of Jerte 
lr if ye finde my beloved, that ye tell Lim, Lam 


fier of f love, 


g. Where the foul is cured of the difeafe of 
fin, it doth receive Christ by faith, when rhe 
L 4 Ifra- 
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[fraelices were ftung with the fiery Serpents, and 

looked up ro the brazen Serpent p they were 

cercainly cured, Nam.21. 8. Paithis an healing 

erace, becaufe ic eyeth Chritt the foul - Phyfician, 

and fetches vertue of healing from him,/Zat.1-5. 

28. And Felis anfwered and (ard unto her, O.wo- 

man, cveat is thy faith, be it unto thee, even as thon 

wilt, Ana her danghter was made whole from that 

very hour. Nat.9.2- And they brought anto hina a 

: ie nan fickof the Palfie,jing onahed, and Fels fee- 

ff ing their faith , faid unto the fick of the Palfie, Son 

be of good cheer thy fins be forgiven thee. The blood 

4 of Chrift is the healing plaitter, and faith is the 

aii) hand that cakes ic and applyech ic unto the 
foye, 


6. Wherethe foul is cured of the difeafeof 
| fin, itis getting fireagth for Jpiritual work, and 
i employment, more and more; it is gsowing 
ftronger and ftronger in grace and goodnefs, as 
) a man whofe diltemper 1s broke, and going a- 
i way, he is recovering ftrengch more and more 

rogo about his calling and employment, he is 
fironger ro walk and work ; he can endure cold, 
and bear burdens more than before. A man thatis 
| fpiricuall ycured.is waxing ‘n the fruics of che {pt- 
1 tit, and growing in all che graces of the fpirit of 
God, is more and more able to relift cempzatt- 
ons 5 toperform dures , to bear afflictions, and 
endure hardthips for the fake of Chrift. By thefe 
igns you may difcern whether your foul is cured, 
fo far of the difeafes ic lay under, chat chey fhall 
not be icsdeath and damnation. 
SECT, 
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LV. What (hould. (uch do.that are under fonl-fick= 
neffesy that-they may be healed ? 


i. O-U-mutt be fenfible that you are fick’; Se a We 
he chac doch not feel himfelf. fick 5 wall cured of 

take no care abour the means-of health 3/.icds foul-fick. 
thofe char ar ¢ fenfible of ficknefs chat will. value refs 

the skill of the Phyfician, and fend tohim, and 

defire his direction, A4ar.9.12. But when Fe- 1 
{us heard that, he ‘baid pig they that be Ha 
whole need not the Phyficiany but they that are | 


fick, | 
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2. When you are fenfible of your foul-fick- . 
nefs, you mult apply your felf toChrft, the greac 
Phyfician of fouls. Te is Chrift chat cometh co 
rhofe char feel chemfelves difeafed, with healing a 
under biswings, A74/..4. 2.-It Is hethaw hes lech 1 
che broket- faiteac, Luk, 4e 13. Chrift healerh i 
; by his vi oun ie. and curech us by | his ftripes, ou 
epee . Itis-mactter of admiration, andro 
many palt be lief, i at applying of Medicines to 
afword, fhould heal the youay made thereby 
but chis is above ail reafon, and bey ape all dit 
pute char che bleedts ng wound is of Chrift will b 
heating, co the bleeding wounds of ‘he Pataki : 
Chrifs Gol ‘gotha, ts our Gilead, and that you may 
bs 
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Chrift the 
foul- I hy - 
fician. 


bethe more encouraged to come ro Chrift when 


you feel your felf fick ; confider 


(nm) Chrift can heal every difeafe , and cure 
every woundshe hatha falve for every fore. There 

re fome Phyficians*that can curefome difeates 
but noc all, buc Chrift when he was upon earth, 
did healall manner of difeafes, AZat.4.23. whe- 
thet thy eyes be blindejor chy hearc hard , or thy 
mitide éarchty,’ he’can open chy eyes, and fofren 
thy hear, and makethee fpiricual yea though 
chiy ficknefs hath bsen Chronical, of long dura- 
cion, yet he canhealthee; yea though chou arc 
fick of a: relapfe (which is moit dangerous) yet 
Chriftcan cure thee. 

(2.) Chrift will heal your fouls witheut pattixg 
0 to Any charge ; though you be poor and mean, 
and have nothing co bring to Chritt, yet you may 
come for healing, he will give you his advife and 
counfel freely, he willgive you your Pnyfick(his 
own blood) freely, you have nothing and he ex- 
pectech nothing. The woman that had been 
difeafed twelve years, and fuffered many chings 
of many Phyficians and fpenc all, and grew 
worle , came to Chriftand wasprefencly and 
freely healed, Mar. 5. 25. 


(3.) Chrift will proceed in this cure with all 
compaffion and tenderae{s ; he will not deal 
more roughly wich you than is needful, he 
exerciferh bowels of compaffions while he is dref- 
fing his parient, or if he give you bitter pocions, 

Or 
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of fometimes ufech corrofivés, he will be exceed- 


ing render over you ail this while, Mat. 14,4. 
And Fefus weat forth and fawa great multiunde, 
and was moved with compaffion toward tens dd 


he healed their fick, 


(4.) Chriftisa Phyfician that is always pre- 
fent with his Patients, to obferve what operation 
his Medicines have upon their hearts 5 if you are 
ready to faineunder che terror of a chrearnt ng, 
he is by you prefently ro adminifter a cordial 
ftom the promife to uphold your fwoonity fouls. 
Ocher Phyfictans cannot be ‘always Brefent with 

all chetr Patiencs , but Chrittis, Pfal, 34.18. 
Hei is nigh to ore that are of a broken heart, and 
faveth [uch a be.of a contrite (pirit : If yout hieare 
‘be broken, heis “nigh to binde it up, 


(5. )Chrift can heal your foul-difeafes through- 
8 effectually, andhe onely can doit others 
| buc skin over your wound, buc Chrift will 
heal cro the bottom, Fer. 6,14. “They have heal- 
eaalfe the hurt of the daughter of my people [ughi- 
ly, faying, peace, peace, when there is no peace. 
Thus if you confider what a Phyfician Chrift 
is , you may be encouragedto come to him for 
healing. 
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3. If you fay in are fo fick you cannot go to 
Chrift, Send for him by fervent prayer and he will 
come to you Cry co him, O rhow Phyfictan of fouls, 
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Lam fick, {0 fick itt I cannot come unto thee, and 
except thou heal me lam a dead mau,a.damned foul, 
eaeeth nfe thy skill , for that. will fave my 
foul alive, pat forth thy power for the curing of way 
difeafes , Ob ftanch this bloody ifjue, elfe wey [orl 
will bleed to death; Chrift never refufed to come 
co any fick foul chat was importunace with him to 
come with healing under his wings. 


~ 4. If you would be healed, you muft come to 

‘Chrifts- Hof pital, 1. ¢, unto, Chrifts. Ordinances, 
and this you may do; 1f you cannot come to 
‘Chrift, yet you may, come unto his Ordinances, 
you may come and-hear , you may accendiat the 
pools fide, and. at length he might come, and 
put you into che healing waters, A4at. 21. 14. 
And the blinde avd the lame came to him in the 
temple, aed be healed thems, P{al. 107. 20. He 
feat his word and healed them. 


5. If you would be healed of your foul- 
ficknefs , you mult follow the direstions and 
preferiptions of Chrift your fprritual Phyfict- 
an, \f you be fick, and the Phyfician tell you 
what you muft do, and prefcribe you means, 
and you: fet them in your window , of let them 
ftand upon your table , and do not do as he pre- 
fcribes, you may dye of your difeafe ; you mutt 
obferve his advife, for che time, whez, and for the 
quan- 
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quantity, how mach you mutt take 5 or elfe your 
dittemper will abide, yea and increafe 5, Chritt 
will cell you whac you muftdo, and if you fol- 
low his dire&tions, your foul fhall recover and 


be faved. 


6. If you wouldbe healed of your foul-fick= 
nefs ; you maf? not let flip the time of healing 
Thereis a time, a wick, of rime for healing, 1f you 
letcthat p2fs, you will dye of your: difeafe. The 
Impotent people that lay atthe Pool of Bethe/da, 
were to obferve the feafon when the Angel ma- 
ved upon the warer, and he chac ftepped:in at 
the very nick of rime was healed, Foh.5,4. There 
is atimero heal, Ecclef. 3. 3.. 1 pray God, this 
healing-time might notbe paft and over to thee 
thac reade(t chefe lines,  Cloze then with the 
prefent motions of the fpiric, if yet chou feel 


him working upon thy heare. 
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7. If you would be healed of your foul fick- 
nefs, you mult take heed of thofe things that will 
continue your difeaje; lf a man will eat chofe 
meats that feed his diftemper, and Js.contrary to 
his health; he cannoc rationally. expect a cure. 
You muft rake heed of chofe fins, thac if you do 
indulge,wilt not onely hinder. your recovery, but 
willincreafe your mifery, 
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glory ot 
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cure. 


ons £9 give : 
co God the cured of any bodily difeafe , you are nor to afe 
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8, If you wouldbe healed of your foul-fick- 
nels, do not andertake to be a’ Phyfician to you? 
felf , not go about to heal your fouls, with any of 
your own Medicines; you may heal your own 
body , but not your foul, we are too apt to be 
Phyficians to our felves , and co think ro cure 
our foul-diftempers by our duties, and by our 
own petformances. But chis will never be, 
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V. What maft thofe do whom Chrift hath cared 
of thesr fonl-fickne[s, to improve this cure to the 
glory of G oa ? 


t. Scribethe cure anto Chriff , and not unto 
any means or inftrumencs: if you are 


cribe itto your Phyfick, nor Phyfician , bucto 
the goodnefs of your God; foif you are cured of 
your foul-difeafes 5 you muft not atcribuce this 
to praying , of to the Preacher , bur ro Jefus 
Chrift, Hof. 11.36 7 tanght Ephraim alfoto go, 
taking them by their armes , but they knew not that 
I healed them. Thus David bleffed the Lord,who 
healed all his difeafes, P/a/. 103. 2, 3. 


2. Encreafe your love to Chri? who hath hea= 
ied the diftlempers of your hearts will you not 


love that man thac faved your life ? and will you 
not 
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not love that Lord, that faved your fouls ? efpe- 
cially when you confider:the manner and means 
of your cure.’ That he did ic freely,and chac with 
a Medicine of his own blood’, other Phyficians 
make you Medicives of other things, but Chrift 
of his own heare blood; he died that you might 
live ,. and he was peirced y that you may be 
fpared. 


3- If you are healed, rake heed of falling into 
arelapfe, cake Heed of 5 roan 7 your foul after 
healing ; | if you ate healed go away and fin no 
mote, leaft'a worfe thing come unto you, Toh. 
&. Ii. 


4. If you are he aled, dii ag ers tothe fame 
Phyfician » youdoforo your acquaittance, that 
are fick lof! che Tamedifeate thar you have been, 
you tell chem fuch aman is able and skilful, and 
he hath cured the fame difeafein you, and coun- 
fel and perfwade che em to goto him; dofo in 
thiscafe; you have a friend, ‘a neighbor, a rela- 
rion ina finful ate : Ob fpea k to them togoto 
Chrite Doft thou hear any, foul com iplaining, 
alas my wound itis incurable, and my forrow ic 
is intollerable , my heart is fick, my foulis full 
of running fores; and I pray , bue have no 
help , and I hear, buc have no cure; now 
dire& fuch a ditrefled'fianer unto Chrift, and 
from, your own re erlence encourage him to 
haften unro Chrift, from whom you have found 
fuch healing vircue. 


Directions bow to live 
Aud if God hath healed thy body of the loach- 
fome difeafe, in which chou mighteft. have faid | 
With David, Pfal. 38.2, Thine arrows, fick, fae | 
inme (provable David was fick of che Plague, J 
which is called the Arrow-of God, Pfah 91. 5.) 
and thy hand preffeth me fore. 3.There 1s no [ound- 


ntfs inmy flefh., becaufe of thine anger—5. My — | ' 


wounds flink and are corrapt— 7. Myloyns are 
filled veith aloathfome difeafe 5 and there is no | 
foundne(s in my flelo. at. My lovers and my 
friends ftand aloof off from may fore 5 and my kinf- ? 
| men fland afar off. This(it maybe) hachbeen | 
| thy condirion who readeft chefe lites; thy body | 
was full of loathfome fores, and God hath cu- | 
red thee, and which was worle, thy foul was full | 
of loachfome reigning fins , and Godhathheal- | 
1 ed thee ; what now doth God expect ac thy | 
hand? buc chat fince he hath given health unto 
thy body, and grace into chy foul, thou fhouldett 
ufe both unto his glory ; which 1f chou confct~ 
entioufly and fincerely endeavor and pragtife, 
erelong thon fhalr be receivedinto che Armes | 
of thy Lord, where there fhall be no more | 
ficknefs in thy body, nor fin in thy foul for | 
EVEl 
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The Reader is defired to make the following Di- 
rection the Fourth. . 
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DIRECTION II: 


rAth God fpared you in time of Pefii- 
H lence, then, if you Would Live in fome 


meafure anfwerable to fo great a Mer- 


cy , Be emsinently exemplary in the Place, Be Emi: 
Capacity, Calling, Station, or Relation wherein God nent in 
hath fet yous Every Relation hath fome Duties your place 
peculiar to chat Relation; and every Calling and 294 Rela, 
Capacity, wherein Divine Providence hath placed 


you, hath fomething wherein you may be pecu- 
liarly eminent: and, who knowes but God hath 
preferved you for this end, that you may excell 
in the Capacity and Condition God hath éalled 
you unto : if your Condition be a Condition of 
Profpetity, be eminent in Fumility, Self-denial, 
and Charity ; if of Adverfity, be eminent in Sub. 
miffion and Patience, in undergoing the Will of 
God. 

Bur, that I may {peak more Comprehenfively 
and Diftin&ly , I fhall confider, that every one 
that is lefc alive ( after this fore Judemenc ) 
ftands in one or more of thefe following Capa- 
cities or Conditions ; in every one of which 
every Man (whom God hath fpared) fhould now 


labour to be eminently exemplary : This Capcity 
1S; either 


M Political, 
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§ Magiftrates, of 
2 Subjetts. 
Pastors, 
Flock. 


Political 


| 
| Ecelefiaftical, 
Husband, 
Conjugal Wife. | 
: : Parental, ot (Parents, 
Occonomical. = Filial. Children. 
| Defrotical, or § Masters; 
tC Sérvile. Servants. 
One of thefe every Perfon is, chat is preferved 
from the Grave: and, if every one would now 
endeavour in good earneft to do fomething /imge- 
Jar (but fingularly good ) for God, in his partt- 
cular Relation, codothe Duty which God pecu- 
liarly calls for, and excell therein, that you failed 
in, and came {hore of before ; this would be a 
good Improvement of the Mercy, and this would 
be in fome meafure to walk up untoit. 
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SECTION 1. 


Be us confider the Perfons whom God hath 
in mercy {pared from the Grave, in cheir Po- 
litical capacity, and fuch are, either, 

1. CMagiftrates and Governours {et over us by 
God: Let-me, with humiuliry and reverence , 
minde youof your duty, and tell you, That God 
expeGeth, and requirech, that fince he bath ine 
trufted you with Authority from himfelf, and gi- 
yen you Life, and preferved you from the Grave 
in 


after awafting Plague. 


in che day ofs:his fore Vilitation in the Cicy, thar, 
though your Place and Office did oblige you toa 
lefs retired Life chen many others, yec God hath 
kept you from .Deah. by Infeétious: Difeafes : 
Now, fhould'you-not inquire what.you fhould de 
for God? and, how-you may improve your ume 
andTalent for his. Honour? fhould noc you pus 
nifh Sin (thac is foindeed ) and Countenance 
Holinefs and Religion, ( that is fo indeed ? ) 
fhould. pot you bé. zealous for Gods in.punifhing 
of open-Prophanenels ? and the horrid Oathes, 
that have cried aloud: in the eares of God, Men 
prophanely» Swearing by the Sacred Name of 
God ; and Sabbath-brezkingjand violation of. the 
Holy Day of God ?:,did not Nehemiah do fo ? 
Nehem. 13.15. In thofe dayes fav 1 in }udah 
fone treading wine-preffes on the Sabbath, and bring- 
ing in (heaves, and lading Affes, as alfo wine, grapes 
and figs, and all manner of burdens which they 
brought into ferufalem onthe Sabbath day: and L 
teftified gaint them im the day wherein they fold 
Vitluals. Vel. 16. There dwelt Men of Tire alfo 
therere, which brourht filb, and all manner of Ware, 
and fold onthe Sabbath ( as many did Fruit open- 
ly in fome places of the Streets, and.in. Fieids 
about London ) wato the children of .Fudahyaca iv 
Ferufalem. Werl. 17. Then 1. coutended with the 
Nobles of Fudah, and faid unto them, what evil 
thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day ? 
Ver. 18. Did wot your fathers thus, and did. not 
onr God bring all this evil upon ws, and upox this 
City? yet ye bring more wrath npon Ifrael by pro- 
faning the Sabbath, Verl.19. And wt came to pafs 
r M 2 wher 
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when the Gates of ferufalem vegan to be dark, be- 
fare the Sabbath , [ commanded the Gates (hould be 
fhut, and charged, that they (heuld not be opened txll 
after. the Sabbath: and fome of my fervants [et 
f atthe Gates, that there {hould be no Burden brought 
in upon the Sabbath day. Werf. 20. So the Mer- 
chants and fellers of allkind of ware lodged without 
Ferufalems once or twice.’ Verl. 21. Then Lieftified 
againft them, and faid unto them, Why lodge ye 
about the wall? sf ye do fo again, I will lay hands 
on yous froms that time forth came they xo more on 
the Sabbath. — This Example is worthy your Imi- 
tion: and, oh tow much good may youdo, and 
how much Sin, and Difhonour to God thereby 
might you prevenr , if you do indeed obey the 
Laws of God, and Execute the good Laws of this 
Kingdom, in that Cafe made and provided ? 
Should nor you difcourage Drunkenefs, and Hou- 
fes notorious for uncleannefs ? That Taverns 
and “Ale-Houfes be not fo much frequented’? 
fhould you not be a Terror unto the Evil? why 
Drunkennefs and prophane Swearings, and Bro- 
thel-houfes are Evils izdeed, for which a Land is 
made to Mourn : and, fhould not you bea praife 
to them that dowell? Rom. 13.3. Are not yo 
Gods Minilters for good to them that are good ; ana 
revengers, toexecute wrath spon bim that dothevil ? 
and, can:you walk worthy of fo great prefervati- 
on from ‘the Plague, if you do not cut down Sin, 
and incourage Godlinefs 2 7 
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SECTION If. 


2.Q€° Abjetts, and People Governed: Many and Subjeés 
KS firicke are rhe Preceprs and Injunétions of Duties to 


: rs walsh Mid. 
God upon People ro their Moeiftrates sand, no ar ae 


lefs then damnation is threatned, by God him- 
felf, to fuch as oppofe themfelves againtt cheir 
Magiftrates, Rom. 13, 1. Let every Soul be [ub- 
jett tothe Higher Powers, for there 1s no Power but 


of God; the Powers that be are ordained of God. 


Verf.2. Whofoever therefore refiffeth the Power , 
refifteth the Ordinance of God; and, they that refi/t 
hall recerve to themfelves damuation, Verf. 5. 
Wherefore ye muft needs be [ubjett , wot only for 
Wrath, bat allo for Coufcience fake. Tre Reli- 
gion we fee ( from this Scripture ) doth oblige 
People and Subjeét,in Duty and Obedience, to 
their Magiftraces; and none will more Con/cien- 
tiou/ly obey, chan chofe chat are moft Religious : 
Obedience to Magiftrates. ( from this place ) is 
required , becaufe (1.) They are Ordained. of 
God. (2.) They that refit them, ref? as. Ordi- 
nance of God. (3.) Such as dofo, recesvé to 
themfelves damnation. (4.) They are ( appoint- 
ed of God )to bea terror to the evil, not tothe good. 
(5.) Confcience is boundfotodo, (6.) There 
is neceffity we fhould obey ; We waft obey, not 
only for Wrath, but Confcience fake : Some 
might obey for favear, and fome for fear, but 
true Religion teacheth Men to be obedient to 
Maeiftrates from Principles of Confcience. Strict- 
nefs of Holinefs is reproached when it is aflerced 
: -M 3 co 
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to make Men difobedient: Once more, Pet.2.13¢ 
Submit your felves to every Ordinance of Man, 
for the Lords fake; whether it beto the King, as [xs- 
. preme. Werf. 14, Orunto Governonrs that are fent 
«by Hira, for the punifhmentof evil doers, and for 
\ the praife of theus that do well. Verl. 15. For fo 
wsthe willof God, you. (heuld put to filence the 1guo- 
TANCE of feoli{h Men. Ver{. 17. Honcar all Men. 
Religion doth nor teach us to deny civil Refpects 
tomens Lowe the Brother-hood, fear God, hovour 
the Kyag. Religion preffes and obliges Subjects 
in duty to their Maciffracein thefe particulars. 

1. Obedience to their Laws and Conimand- 
ments, 7st-3.3. for cheir Laws and Commands 
are to be according to. the Laws and Commands 
of God, | 

2. Honour to their Perfons, Row.13.7. for 
they are Gods Viceroys, therefore called Gods, 
Pfal.82.6.. For Ihave [aid ye are Gods, mmm bus 
ye [hall dyedike mene 

- 3. Loyalty, wherepy we are bound totheuz- 
cermoft-of ourpower,.to maintain rheir Pyero- 
gatives, and prefervetheir Perfons. 

4. Prayer on their behalf; af God. be ang-y 
wich them we muft inrercede for chem, if they 
want any Bleffings, we muft make fupplication 
for them ;.1f they lye uncer evil, we mutt de- 
precate thofe evils; if they find mercy. from 
God, we. mnuft give thanks for chem ; albthis is 
ip I Time2.1,2. 

§. Tribute, Rom.13.74 For, for thes canfe pay 
goutribute alfo, for they are Goas Mimy/ters, attends 
ing continually apow this very. things 

, Lares ? ee 6, Sub. 
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6. SubjeStion ro their Penalties, Rom.13.4,5- 
Thisis to live-in. this capacity, to be peace- 
able, afd rather take a thoufand wrongs, chan 
offer one; and to livein that obedience as be- 
comes the’ Profeffours of the Gofpel, thar all 
may fee that thofe that are obedient unto God, 
dare not be difobedienc unto thofe to whom, and 
wherein, God commands them to yield obedi- 
ences 
fe 
SECT. Ill. 


qin as are {pated from death by the Plague 
may be confidered in theit relation as Paffors 
and People; and the Protection of Goa over 
fuch, fhould engage them co difcharge their mu- 
cual duties, as thofe that would ceftifie their 
chankfulnefs to God for continuing them in thac 
Relation. God hath removed by the Plzcue 
fome Minifters chac the People {hall wever hear 
Preach more, and God hath taken fome from 
every-Congregation, of the People, to whom the 
furviving Minifters fhall never offer Chrift and 
Peace unto any more , Who are ney, Cut of the 
reach of their reproofs, and exhorcations: there- 
fore fuch Minifters.as yet hive time Co preach 
unto the People, fhould improve that lictle ume 
that God hath given, them in fo doing ; andthe 
People that yet have time to hear cheir Minifters, 
fhould diligently doic, and improve their Mint- 
ftty for the faving fo their fouls. But more pat- 


ticularly 
M 4 Fir? 


II, 
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Firf, Minifters that have efcaped the Plague 
fhould be eminently exemplary ina diligent per- 
formance of every work thar God expecteth ac 
their hands, nbib tin 

Mminifiers J. Asin improving time, in giving themfelves 
frould be more untoferious, clofer fiudying, that they may 
pot’ .” be more and more able for cheir Mafters work, 
“o""S+ and more and more emi 1 ing and 
andr eminent in converting an 
building up the Eleét of God; to be more in 
their Studies, than ix the Streets; more attheir 
Books,than at their pleafures; at this they fhould 
if | be early and late, according to Saint Pauls charge 
to Timothy, 1 Tim.4.13. Till I come give attes- 
dance to veading. Ver.14. Aeditate upon thefe 
| things, give thy [elf wholly to them, that thy profi- 
1 ting may appear to all. Such as are to work for 
i God and the faving of fouls fhould be given to 
Study and Meditation, thac they may be more 
skilful and fuccefsful in their work; they fhould 
be as muchin their Studies, as any Worldling 
inhis Shop; Efpecially now fuch fhould ftudy 
more ( 1.) the Word of. God, which is tobe 
the matter of their Preaching. Such are more ape 
co ftudy the Writings of: Men, more than the 
Yord of Gods ( 2.) Their own learts, and the 
dealings of God wirh theirown fouls, chat they 
may fir(t experience the {weetnefs, and power, 
and efficacy of chofe truchs they are to commend 
unto the People. ( 3.) The ftare of their Flock, 
and the condition of their People, who of them 
need to be reproved , who of them need to be 
comforted, and who of them bein doubts, and 
how they may by their Preaching be refolved. 
Bi. They 
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bey fhould ftudy their People more, that they 
may preach on fuch fubjects, nor that are eafiett 


unto themfelves to fpeak unto, but that are moft 
| furable co cheir people, and fo moft likely to be 
| moft profitable to them. 


SECT, C1V. 


Gch fhould be more in improving timein” yy, 
frequent, fervent. Prayer They fhould pray, praying, 
(1.) That God would dire& their thoughts to 
the choice of that fubje@ which might bemoft 
ufeful to, and is moft neceffary for their peoples 
fouls. (2. )That God would affilt chem in their 
Meditations upon chat fubject, chat chey may 
{peak from thence thofe rhings chac may be moit 
convincing, piercing, chac they may meet with 
the Sins and Doubts of thofe they are to Preach 
unto. (3.) That God would give them fuccefs 
in their Labours. (4.) That God would give 
them a Door of Utterance, and affift chem in the 
delivering of their Meffage (which they have 
from God) unto the People: St. Paw! was much 
in Praying for the Churches, Ephef. 3. 14,1 55185 
17,18,19. Phil. 1.4. Col.1.3-G,10,11. 1 Thef. 
1,2. 2Thef.1.11,%2. And in bleffing God for 
the Truth, and. growth of Gracein the hearts of 
the People ; as matter of his. joy, to fee chem 
holy, and eminent in holinefs ; to fee them em- 
brace the Gofpel, and walk according to It, 
1 (or. I; 4, 597° Phil. i 394)5° Cols ge 4, 5¢ 
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III. 


Preaching. © 
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I Thef. 1, 25 354555657: And looked upon fuch 
as his Crown and Joy, 1 Lhe/. 2.19520: 


SECTION ¥. 


> Uch Chould-improvethe time.(chat God hath 

siven them from the Grave) in right Preach- 
ing of the Word, and Adminiftration of the Sacra- 
ments unto the People: God hath not fpared 
then to Eate and tink, and Sleep, and live.at 
Eafe ; buc tobe painful in: cheit Work. God 
hath laid (in this time) fome of his Minifters in 
the Dut; and, they ate filent in the Grave, 
whileft others have opportunity vo fpeak for God, 
in Preaching to the People: and, God doth ex-' 
prefly charge them foto do, 2 Tim.4-¥. J charge 
thee therefore before God, and the Lord fefus Chriff, 
who (pall judge the quick and the dead at bts appear- 
ing, and his kingdom. Vert. 2. Preach the word, 
be jxftant in feafon, and ont of feafons reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all long-fuffering and Dottrine : 
and, there is a woe unto them, if they do not 
Preach the Gofpel, 1 Cor. 9. 16. and are deferi- 
bed to be fuch as are apt (as well as able) to 
Teach, 1 Tiw.3+2. And if they do forbear ‘to 
warn Men of their fins, thofe Men fhall diz, bue 
God will require their blood at: thetr hands, Ezek. 
3.18. Andthough God (in Judement to a Peo- 
ple ) may make his Minifters dumb , and caufe 
their Tongues to cleave to the’roofe of their 
mouthes, that they fhould not be Reprovers to 
them, becaufe of their fin, Ex0k.3.26. Yet, fuch 
aoe) as 


if 
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as are dumb, through Ignorance, that they. can- 
nor, or through Negligence, that they will nor 
{peak to Men co fave theit Soules, is a great charge 
of God.again(t chem, J(a..56. 10, H4 Watchmen 
are blind, they are all ignorant, they are all dumb 
Dogs, they cannot bark ; fleepings dying down, lowing 
to lumber. Net{. 11. Yea 5 they are greedy Dogs, 
which can never have enough: and they are Shep- 
herds that cannot underftand:, they all look, to their 
own may, everyone for bis gain from hi quarter. 
Verl. 12. Come ye, fay they, Iwill fetch Wine, and 
we will: fll our felves:with firong Drink); and to 
morrow {hall be as this day, and. much more abun- 
dant... And.God. fharply reproveth fuch (for this 
necle& , Exch. 34-2. Son of Man, Prophefy 
againft the Shepherds. of Ifrael, Prophefys and fay 
unto them, Thus, faith-the Lord God’ unto the 


Shepherds, Woe-be-to the Shepherds of Ifrael, thar * 


do feed shemfelves [Kould. not the. Shepherds feed 
the Flock? Verf.3. Yeeate the Fat,andvye cloath 
you withthe Wool; ye kill thenathat are fed, but ye 
feed not the Flock. Verl.4. The Difeafed-have ye not 
frrengihened , neither have ye healed that which was 
fick; neither have ye bound up that which wad broken ; 
neither Lave ye brought again that'which was driven 
away sneither have you fought that which was loft; bee 
with force and cruelty have ye ruled them: \Ner!.18. 
Seenseth st a. (mallrhing to ‘you to have eaten rp the 
good pastnre , but you mult tread down with your 
feet the, refsdue of your-paftures? and to have. drunk, 
of the deep waters, but emul? foule the residue with 

your feet?» Verl. 19. And, as for my flock; they 
gat that which. ye have troden wh your feet , a 

5 they 
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chey drink that which ye have fouled with your 
ett. 
: Minifters diligence in Preaching the Word 
(which, fuch fhouid be awakened co, much more 
by Gods late Providence ): is potnted'at by God, 
in thofe feveral Names, and Appellations ; wich 
which, they, and. cheir Work, ts Metaphorically 
fetforrh, as they are, 
10 Appel +, Labourers. AZat.9. 38. Therefore mutt 


lations , not loycer, but, fhould work as day-labou- 
. Shewing refs. | 
W ee th, 42, Builders, 1 Cor.3.10. Muft repair Gods 
4 Hers. | Buildings. 
| 3. Husbandmen, 1 Cor. 3.9. Mult Plowup 
| | the fallow ground, that they fow not 
among thorness they are Gods harvett- 


Men, and chat is hard work. 
4. Watchmen, Ezek. 33.7. Muft {ee che 
| danger, and indure the cold, and give 
Warning. 
5. Stewards, t Cor.4. 1,2. Mutt deal to eve- 
: ry one their portions 
i 6, Fathers, t Cor.4.05. tThef.2.tt. In 
| begering, and bringing up Spiritual Chil- 
dren for God, | 
7. Guides , Roms. 2.19. Muft dire& loft 
Men into their way. 
ls. Nurfes, t Thef. 2.7. Mutt feed the Babes 
| in Chrift. 
| 9s Phyfitians, Fer. 13.12, 13. Mult heale 
che Spiricual Sicknefs of Mens Soules. 
10. Embaffadours, 2 Cor. 5.20. Mutt Parley 
| . with Sinners, co make Peace betwixt God 
& and them, A if After 
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Afrer fuch a Providence as this, thofe in this 
Office fhould ‘labour tobe more in che moft ef- 
fetluall manner of Preaching; as, 

1. In Preaching with more felf-denial 5 not 
feeking rhemfelves, nor their own Applaufe, but 
more the Glory of God, and the good of Soules : 
2 for. 12.14. For, 1 feer uot yours, but yo 
1 Tim.3.3. Not greedy of filthy lucres © Thef,2.§. 
For, neither at any time ufed we flattering words, as 
oer , wor acloak of covetou[ne/s , God is wit- 
nese 
2. With more plainne{s to the capacity of the 
People ; Not with enticing words of Mans Wif- 
dom, but in denson[tration of the [pirit, and of power, 
1 Cor.2.4. Left {uch feem to Preach themfelves, 
and not Chrift ; and to {peak one word to thew 
the excellency of Chrift, and ten to fhew the 
excellency of their own Parts. 

3. With more experience of the things they 
Preach upon their own hearts. 

4. More particularly , coming down to the 
particular cafes of the Peoples Soules : Dolus la- 
tet inuniver [alibrs. 

5. More comspafsionately 5 if poffible, fhewing 
the greateft defire. after the Soules of them they 
Preach unto: When you ftand in your Pulpic, 
remember, manyof them you Preached co the 
other day are now in their graves, and are entred 

into Eternity ; and, thofe thac are before you 
mutt fhorcly follow after, you have nor long to 
Preach unto them; thofethat are now alive be- 
fore you mutt (hortly die, and be damned or {a- 


ved; be received to Glory , or thruft down to 
Milery : 
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Mifery’s “f 
would move egret Cor 
unto their People. | 

6G. More Livelily; as thofe chat believe. the 
things themfelves which they Preach unto otaers ; 
remember you are Preaching co Men chat mutt 
fhorcly die, and yer ecernally Live : and, for ought 
you know,tf you do not prevail wich chem by this 
Sérmhion,they may perifh for ever:and,will you be 
jue-watm in (uch a cafe of fo great imporcance? 

a. What is moje neceffary to the falvation of 
their Soules: Prefs more the mifery of Man by 
Nirures the neceflicy of feeing the evil ; and ‘be 
fenible of the burden of their Sin sche neceflity 
of Chrift; of Regeneration : of Holinefs of. heare 
and Life ; of Juttification by Faith in the blood 
of Chri@ts; of Judgmenc to come; of the happi- 
nefs of Heaven; of the torments of Hell. 


sch: aétual believing thoughts as thefe 
ipaffion in Minifters hearts 


aaa 


SECTION VI. 


IV. Inifers, whom God hith {pared from the 
hiving +. Grave, 1n this time of great Mortality , 
exempla- {ould improve chis Mercy in the-manner of thes 
THlye holy Converfation 3 fuch Mens Lives thould be the 

Application of their Doétrine; thould prefs to 
Holinets, and live Holily ; prefs che People to 
Mitiificition of Sin, “and Self+demialis and be 
Examples to the People'in this,’elfe the People 
will notbelieve thacthey ¢hiak: what chey fay, 1f 
they do nor in: fome: méatute: Dive as ‘they (ay: 
Diunkards will not believe thar chat. Minifter ts 

" in 


 Verl. 3. Not given to wine, wot aftriker, not greedy He 


“i ae TS 


—— ttl 
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in good earneft, in telling chem, thac Drunkards 
fhall be damned, if he be one himfelf. . Look 
therefore to'your Life, and copy out chat prefled 
upon you, 1 Tim. 4.12. Let no Man defpife thy 
youth, but be thowan example of believers, in Word, 
in Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, ix Faith, in 
Parity. 1 Tim, 3.2. Fora Bslhop mufi be blame- 
lefs, the Hasband of one Wife, fober, vigilant, of good 
behaviour ; a lover of Hofpitality-, apt to Teathe 


of filthy lucre. 


~ ae = ae 
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SECTION VII. 
3 ae People whom God hath kepe alive fhould 


4 aN Tk .. The Peo- 
improve their Life, in attending upon thei p05 pyty 
Minifters sin inquiring the Law of God ar their jn bearing 
Lips ; in mingling the Word with Faith ; in the words 
Conforming to the Truths of God, that are 
Taught by them ; and being obedienc to them , 
as thofe that watch for their foals, Heb.13.17. 
Buc more Particularly. 
1. Come to Hear the Word of God wich 
more Preparation then you were wont to do; 
knowing it ts the Werd of God, and rot the word of 
Men, 1 Thef. 2. %3. asthat which doth concern 
your Immortal Souls , and your eternal ftace in 
another World. 
2,.Come with a'more teachable beare than 
you were wont todo, fubmicting your Reafon to 
the Word thacis Taught yous refolving’to for- 
fake every thing which fhall be proved to you to be 


an : 
B® 3 
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a Sin, and todo every thing which fhall be made 
appear ro be your Duty: Hear, chat you may 
obey, and Practife what you Hears “Be aot Hear- 
ers only, but Doers of the Words 

2. Suffer not your Mindes tobe filled with fo 
many diftractions, in time of Hearing, as they 
were wont robe; when you fic under the Preach- 
ing of che Word, let not your Hearts go after 
your Coveroufnels, Ezek, 33. 31- 

4. Make particular Application of what doth 
molt concern your Souls, more than you were 
wont todo: Hear for your felves. 

~ 5, -Treafure up the Word (chat you Hear) in 
your Hearts, and fuffer not the Devil to fteal the 
good Seed (of the Word) out of your Hearts , 
nor ot Cares of the World tochoak the Word of 
God. 

6. Medirate more'upon the Word of God af- 
ter you have heard it ; work icupon your heart: 
Preparation before, diligent Atrention iz, and Me- 
dication after Hearing, will make you thrive more, 
and be more fruitful, bythe Word Preached, than 
you Were formerly, when you wholly omitted, or 
were more flight inall thefe. 


SECTION VIII. 


Uch whom God hith {pared alive ( in this 
time of gteat Mortalicy ) may be confi- 


mult fet dered in an Occonomical capacity, as Perfons con- 


ftitutingof Families; and chefe may be confider- 


ed as Governours, or thofe that are Governed ; 
and 
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and furely all our Families are concerned to in- 
quire what~ Zmprovemsent thofechat are lefc in Fa- 
milies fhould make of Gods Sigual -prefervation 
ef chem: Hath God {wept away fome Families 
wholly, not a perfon left, and {pared yours ? doth 
not this call forfome return you fhould make to 
God ? Hath not God vificed your Family,-and ta- 
ken away fome of your Children, or fome Ser- 
vant,or fome Friend out of your houfe, and hath 
{pared you; hath given life tofo many whom he 


hath fo eminently preferved : When God hath 


fent the Plague into your houfe, he gave ic Com- 
miflion.co ferch {uch aone (in your houfe ) ro his 
or her eternal ftace; bur, gave it a Charge, ic 
fhould not feize upon you, or, if ic did; it fhould 
noc kill you: and, doth not this call aloud to 
you, in all your Families, for fpeedy thorough Re~ 
formation?Confider the difmal devattations made 
in fome Families ; the roral fubvertion of others = 
and yet, that God {hould keep any Families in 
the midft of his burning wrath ; fhould not this 
make every perfoninquire, What would the Lord 
have me toda? Now, the Governours {hould bes 
think themfelves ,\ What isour Duty 2? and, che 
Childrenwhom God hath continued co their Pa- 
rents, What. would God haveus.to do? é¢: 
There is not a Member in a Family but is greatly 
concerned to ftudy what is the Duty which he 
fhould excel in, according to the capacity and re- 
dation he ftandeth in, in that Family: And chat, 
atcet fuch Family-Vifitation there. may be Family- 
Reformation , (hall confider,, 


Nias ( 1.) The 


eae eee ten nls cli 
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(1.) The Duties of the Family in general , 
se reference to their joynt-Worfhipping of 
God. | 

(2.) Their Duties in particular, in_ the 
relation in which they are confidered. For, 
when the Family in general, and every Mem- 
ber in particular Live up to the following Duties, 
they will live in fome meafure anfwerably to fo 
drear Prefervation, 

Firff, Afcer your Families have been in 
fuch danger, and yet fo many of them, and fo 
many in chem ate preferved 5 moult be your care 
to fer upthe Worlhip of God in your Families elfe 
yourcannot { as.a Family] walk anfwerably to fo 
oreat Prefervation: What, hath God not turned 
you our of your Houfe by Death , and will you 
urn the Worthip of God out of your Houfe ? 
hath God {pared you (think you ) for this end, 
éhit there fhould be eating and drinking in yout 
Houifes, and not Praying and Reading in your Fa- 

mifies? That there fhould be Working, and La- 

boiiring early andlace, end no calling upon God ? 

Ts this to make a Family-return to God? is this 


to give tohim the Praife of his fafe-keeping of | 


you in cime of danger and diftrefs? And, this 
is chiefly incumbent upon you that are che Go- 
wernours of Families , tocall your Children and 
Servants together (every Morning and every 
Wight) to Worfhip the God of your Salvation ; 
the God tha: hath wrought fo great Deliverance 
for you. I befeech you in che fear of God, nay, in 
the Name of the eternal God I charge you, that 
youcarefully, contantly keepup che W oe. of 

x00 


| 
4 
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Godin your Families, And, thacI may follow 
this, I fhall fhew you 


Why , , | 
Siri nig you muft Worfhip God 


How , in your Families, 


a eee 


SECT. IX. 


Irft, The Reafons why you fhould fet up che 
Worthip of Godin your Families, are fuch as 
thefe ; 

1. From the example of che holy Men of God 
in Scripture, Jofh. 24.15. dud, if i feeme 
evil unto youto fervethe Lord, choofe you this day 
whem youwill (erve 3 whether the Geds whom your 
Fathers ferved, that were on the other fide of the 
F lood, or the gods of the Amorstes in whofe land yé 
dwell ; but, as for me and my houfe we will ferve 
the Lord. Some will ferve the God of this 
World , that is the Devil, 2 Cor. 4.4. fome will 
ferve their Bellies , which they make their God, 
Phil. 3» 19. and fome will ferve their unrighteous 
Mammon, which they make their God ; but, do 
you cake up Fofbua’s Refolution, That you and 
your houfe will ferve the Lord: 

2. From the Bewefie that will come to you and 
your houfe, if you carefully and con(tantly Wor- 
fhipGod therein : God will cake care of youand 
your family, if you cake care of his Worfhip 
therein. Gen. 18.17. And the Lord faid, (hall I 
bide from Abraham that thing which 1 do? Ver.19. 

N 2 For 
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ee pec 


re 1 know hing , that hemill command hes chil- 

ren, and. bis houlhold aft er him, and they {ball keep 
the way of th e Lord , to do Fuftice aed [udgment 5 
that the Lord may alg. pen Abraham that which 
he hath {poken of him 

3, From the great evil that hangs over your 
family, if you fhould neglect the Worthip of 
God therein ; rite will curfé yout family , and 
his. wrath fhall be the portion of you and your 
Children, if tne worthip of God be excluded 
from your Houfe: though God hath fpared you 
and your family in chis late Gin agion, yet his 
Wrath is fill boverin g over your houle, if you 
call not upon him, Jer. 10.25. Pour out thy fury 
upon the be eathen that know thee not, and apon the F a 
males tha at CA all mot Fipan thy Name. <- Fury 1s. che 
utmoft.of «Gods wrath: selon this fhail not be 
ddvptia & iain but poured out upon your family ; 
God will poure down {howres of wrath and 
fury upon thofe houfes chat neglect his Worfhip, 

4.. From pigs You would have all in ‘your 
family difcharge. cheir duties which they owe fo 
you; youwould bs ve your children be obedient 

to yous and yout fervancs be dutiful co you, and do 

erve you ; ands teak not then rea- 

at you a seep {hould difcharge your 

duties unto God and that you and they fhould 

ferve the pated when im u and chey have more 

dependance’ upon God , then they have upon 
you. 

5. If you neg) lect your duty betein; } you will be 
Les lty. ¢ of the blood. of the Soules otf thofe that 
die in your family, and are damned for ever s you 
will 
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wil be bloody Butchers to the foules of yout Chil- 


th 
dren and Servants’: God hath committed rhe 
Care of cheir { {¢ Oules (1 In CTeéar neafitre ) unfo you, 
Pe = ae sR R Lal Me uid A yy 
and, can you difcherse'ydur trutt chat God harh 
} é 
re pofed in you, inthe total neglect of. your du y 


rf 
herein : 2h cD not (sod charges 
Com iaqgin ent 


e $n 
fervants, nor maid-fe hot] hane it; 
‘they do, will nor ied a4 quire this at your 


6. The total necle&t of Fa TENG 


5 Soe A ae & rfhip will 

D otiton sary ¥ pis Bue a c ~ 3 
bea flat denying God to be the God of your fami- 
ly; that you take’not God-to be thé Aaffer of 


ee, RIA ne TAL "AX? TI . tet) ae 
your family: would’nor you fay, Thar your’ Ser- 
vants deny you tobetheir Milter, if they dehy 


i's 
their Service to you? and,can you fay; Thar God 
is the God’ of your houfe, if you, in your houfe 
donot Worfhiv him? Mal. fr. 6.4 fon hoxou- 
reth his Father, and a fervunt his Mafters if then 
co aFather, where isminé honour 2? and. if I be 


a Mafter, where 1s tt Fear? ——~ if your t Fainily 
difown pike 1, God will difown your Fa 1 
if God dif own n and-c malt fou Os will nor yout fa 
mily bea am 


OLS aa EN A a tote 30 1 
out of your t fant tity to  contiute Other anshe 
when your Children fhall have families 
own,and your Servants al ve far mmilie s of their | 
own, will not they be C00 a t to neglect chem, | 
as they have feen you negleat E yours ‘and fo your’ 
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fin will have an influence upon them, and you 
will be, in fome refpe&, guilty of che neglect 
of Gods Worfhip in your Children and Ser- 
yants families ; but, if you be confcientious in 
your family, you will be exemplary to chem co do 
likewife. - | tga 

8. God will punith your neglect of his Ser- 
vice to him with Family-Fudgments: if you. do 
not make your houfe a houfe of Prayer, God will 
make your houfe an houfe of Contention and 
Strife; an houfe of Railings and Quarrellings ; 
and will punith you with undutiful Children, and 
difobedient fervants: for, how can you expect 
chat they fhould be good toward you, when you 
endeavour not to make chem good towards God ? 
if you would prefs your Children and Servants 
to love God, and obey and ferve God, they 
would then obey you from a principleof Confci- 
ence, and ferve you, out of fear to God ;. chey 
would be more faithful to you, if you would 
call upon them toferve God: Might not God 
july fuffer your Servants co purloin , and (eal 
from you, When you and chey do {teal from God 
ehac time for rhe World, which is due to God ? 


SECTION X. 


, .» &Econdly, The Duties wherein you fhould wor- 
Wrerers "Y (hip God in your Families, are fuch as thefe 
Baa oe Praying unto God , and chat ( 1.) ordi- 
= PTA)" narily : And, your ordinary Praying unto Godin 


* your family thould be daily, and, that at lealt toyicg 
ay #) cuery 


eee 


every Morning when you rife, and 
, before you cifmils your Family to 
their te(t and fleep. Exod. 29.38. Now, this is 
rhat which thon {halt offer upon the Altar; Two 
Lambs of the firft year, 44) by day continually. Verl. 
39. The one Lamb thou (halt offer 1” the morning > 
and the orber Lamb thou {halt offer at even : Thougn 
the Ceremonial part of this. be abolifhed, yet 

the Moral abidech, and is perpetual: and, the 

teafons for daily Prayerin yout families are pet- 

petual;. as, 

men You have daily family fins , and therefore ry. reg. 
ip your famuy you fhould daily confefs them,and fons for 
beg the Pardon of them; that you and your fa- daily pray- 
mily might not go about your neceffary occafi- €* i farnin 
ons all the day , mor to your neceffary reft ac ** 
night , wich the ouiltof fn upon your Soules. 
(2,)You have every dzy daz/y wants, rherefore you 
{hould daily beg fupplies for your family :' and, 
Chritt bids you pray,Grve 1 this dayour daily bread. 
(3.) You have family bu finefs every day; and you 
fhould’ pray to God daily for his blefling upon 
for the good of your family. 


every Gays 
every Nigh 


your endeavours , 
(4s). You have every day family mercies » and 
fhould daily. blefs God for them: whet you 
wake in-the morning.and find your houfe nor 
fred in the night, is not this 4 family mercy ° 
and, fhould not your family be called together. to 
blets God for this mercy ? in che morning you 
find your family all is healch, none of chem dea 

intheir beds: and, fhovld not you, fince you all 
live, all come cogether, and ble(s God, that fleep 
Was not turned inco death, nor the darknels of 
N 4 che 


a 
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the night nro the a eS of Hell to any of you? 
And, have you not eee oe every day, you 
Went out well about your imploymenr, end you 
returned well, and God hath -bleft your endea- 
vours with fuccels 5; and, fhould not you give'to 
God the praile ofhis Mercy before you fleeo 3 ? OF, 
if you: have. full Rained fome “ i es, thould ner 


vi pres Tew et ode S| 
jou pray rood tolanctifie them to you, and in- 
{ ane Be | act 
able you patiently to bear them, wand fubmit to 


mercy, or have ‘had fome“exireordina ry delive- 
Carn mers 4 cs 

from evil anddanger, chen fhould-you in 

your family fend ap ext rent Prayet and 


ait and pray, E/fher 4. 16: An ‘d [ could with 

that families apart were more acquainted with, 
3 ad fis: - 

and more frequent in chis cuvy. 


In Reading the word of Ged: This’ woutd 
be better then-Cards and Dice.’ Bue, in Maby! Ba- 
milies, che Bible fies upon’ che (helfe all the week 
iong, and {carce hive ict in their hands ‘btic when 
they take it to go co Church, ‘and many fcarée chen 


God hath commanded you to acquaint your fa- 
mily with che word 6f God, and, how will you do 
it, 1f, you never Read it torhem, hor Difcourfe of 
ic with chem? Deur.11.18, Cir tiove>? [hall you 
lay ap thefe WY wor AS its jour heart, and ve } your iat 
an 


Pow ee 


i, Paris I ; ; 
Align upew year band, that they 


Way be as frontiers Cel welti; Four eyes. Ve. 19, And 
ye {halt teach them your Children, [peaking of them, 
when thon [itveft in 1bike honfe, and when thon w alkeft 
by the way; when thow lief dowa, and when thon 
rifefi up. View this Scripture well, (ye Mafters 


of Families ) and be afhamed of your neglegk of 
reading the Scr pray in your houfes ; you fhould 
talk of it ac home and abroad, morning and 
night when your Familie fhould be wich you. 


> 


Fm Hirt : ‘ mily f, 
You fhould read the Scripture to your Family for 


I, Becaufe the Word of God is rhe fpirits wal 
£ 


feed of the foulsin your Family. Aci: s the bread 

of Life. Ic is milk for che nour ifhing of their 
fouls, 1 Pet.2.2. Ic is tobe preferred above their 
necefliry food, Fob 23.12. .Now will -you give 
theny breed: for their bodies, and’ deny them 


“tegen SS ete, ened atl “aero 
Dread tor thetr fouls 2? Their fouls can no more 


moet 


hve e verthoue ef{niritus 


Ri oa hist sen dheameedaiedeads cabidyed teie’ + 
without corporal. Take heed you deny not bre 
> 


to your chtidren an rvanrs iouls. 
pe D.~ = %xF ~ . nN * 2 
a, yle rhe Cs i se bh 1? 
2. “hecaule: the Word‘of Cod is the firstwal 
1 
Z “ (ee LAP THe Neel arus.swr ar ns Bad +a ryaeituy ar 
thf #PCTST FOL LUO VDICIC ne yours uy trom be- 


rey) Loar S73} rare? i-~-Lnaemrac ws - 
ing robbed by your {pirirual Enemies, ‘rhe Devil, 


Sin, and che Wotld ; You will have fome weapon 
in your hovfe:to defend your feif from thieves. 
Why, the Devil will play therhiefin your houfe, 
and will fieal_away che fouls of yeur Children, 


and will fleal away the fouls of your Servants, 
t . a4 >a ts _"< . 
LL asa Weabdon into 
. A 7.7. j ys. 2 Ss <7 a at es 
eir hands to defend :themfelves 2. Your Chil- 
r “274K asst] ae 7 iP a ; . : 
dien and Servants will be follen away by the 
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Spirits, if you arm them not with che Word 


of God, which is the Sword of the Spirirc, 


Eph.6.17. 

3. Becaufe che more you read the Word of 
God to them, che better they will be to you, and the 
better perform the duties of their Relation: You 
complain of difobedient Children, why do not 
you read the Scriprure tochem more, to teach 
them that God requires chem tobe obedient to 
you? You complain of -bad Servants, why donot 
you then read rhe Word of God to them more, 
that they may know their duty better by reading 
the Scripture co chem? Make rhem but good 
Chriftians, and chen they dare noc, but be good 
Children, and good Servants. 

4. Becaufe the Word of God is able to make 
them wife unto Salvation; You would nave your 
Children wife tolivein che World; you would 
have chem wife to get Riches, and agreat Eftate; 
Youswould have your Servants wile co doyour 
work, and rogo abour your bufinefs': And would 
you not have them wife for cheir fouls? Would 
you mot have them wife for heaven and the Life 
to come? If you would, chen acquaint them 
withthe Word of God, 2 Zim.3.15. And that 
rons a child chou haff-keown the holyScriptures ywhich 
are able to make thee wife unto [alvation, through 
faith which ts in Chrift Fefus. Andheis wife in- 
deed, that is wife enough to fave his (onl. 


ad 


* In repeating what you hear in the publick, Congre 


gation, 10 difcourfing to yout Family whas fin 
was 
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was reproved, «and what duty was inforced, and 
what were che Arguments anc Motives thereun- 
to. What Chrift preached more publickly, he 
repeated to his Difciples ( which wereas his Fa- 
mily ) more privately, JZar.4.10. and 7. 17. 
Mat. 13. 36,37. and the Apoftle commanded 
Wives co ask their Husbands when they came 
home, the things that were delivered in the Con- 
oregation, 1 Cor.14.34,35. This would keep 
your Children and Servants betrer imployed on 
the Lords day, than co be ftanding Idle at your 
doors, of walking finfully in che fields. This 
would make them profic-‘more by the Word 
preached, if you would repeat icto them, and 
ufe chem co give account of What they hear. 


eames 


In Gatechizing of your Family, and teaching IV. 
them rhe Principles and Fundamentals of Reli- I Cate- 
gions Mans Janocency by.Creation, Mans mife- zing. 
ry by the Fall, Mans Recovery by Chrilt, andthe 
terms of the Covenant of Grace; the meaning 
of che cen Commandments,. what fin in, them 1s 
forbidden, what. duties. are .required.; this, 415 
Gods plain Injundion that.you fhould..do. fo, 
Deat.6.6,7,8,9. and the meaning of the Sacra- . 
ments, Exod,12.25,26,27. (1+) To, Teach fone 
thens whiie they are young ta good means to make Carechi» 
them good when they are old, Prov.22.6. Trav up zing in 
achild in the way he [hould go when-hess young, and Familics, 
he will wot depart from it when he sold: but if you 
fecthem alone till chey be accuftomed to doevil, 
ic will be hard to reclaimthem, ae la Rus 

CHIE 
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femet oft lyabuta recens, ®ve (23 ) Pos will be 
an effectual means to keep thems from being [educedy 
and led away with Errours and falfe Doctrine. 
(3+) Ic will be great cruelty to che fouls of your 
Childten and Servants to negledt irs’ Will you 
carry your felf cowards your lictle ones, as the 
Oitrich doth towards her young ones, Fob 39.14, 
Which ( {peaking of the Oltrich ) deaveth her eggs 
tn the earth, and warmseth them inthe duff. Ver.1 5s 
And forgetveth that the foot may cralh them, or that 
the wild beast may breakthem. Vet.16. She ts har- 
dened againft her young ones, as though they were not 
hers.— °{.4,) i would beta break your Vow which 
you made when you brought your-Children unto 
Baptifm; Did you norpromife they thould for- 
fake the Pomps and Vanities of chis World, and 
that you would bring chem up in the nurture and 
admonition of the’ Lord’ and will-you"dedicate 
them co’God in Baprifm, and°leavé them to the 
devil alf'their life after > 
Confider I befeech you,ic may be God in mere 
cy and pity to your Childrens and Servants fouls 
hath fpared ‘you in'this Late-great Mortality s and 
confider whether ‘your confcience doch not ac. 
cufe you of great’ neglect ‘towards fome of your 
Coildren and Servants which are now lyingin 
cneir Graves; it maybe there hath dyed ‘a poor 
fervane out of ‘your houfe, which yoir never {fpake 
toin'good eatneft about the matters -of his foul ; 
or doth’ nor your heatc with that he were with you 
again, that you mayin(truG and reach him, and 
will you ‘do fo to thofe thac do remain? it ma 
be fomeof chem that have died out of your houfe 


are 


er ee 


Eee 
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aregoneto hell chrough your neglect, and will 
you have no more pt y upon chote 1 that yet are 
with you? Theocher, now are out of che reach 
of your Counfells and Inftructions, but thefe are 
mot, what was wanting in you torr as ds thofe thac 
are dead and gone , make up to thofe that live 
and do remain. 


, in Pfalms, and 
di nance of God, 
it 
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In finging forth Gods praifes 
fpiricual Songs ; this is an OS 
Col.3. 16. Exercif fe your erace of joy in i ‘0d, 1 
commemoration of Gods benelits, ef holy de- 
fires, of Goc My fe Orrow, as the occafion and the 
matter of the Pfalm require; thisis the {weerelt 
Harmony in the ears of 


MS] 

F God. You mutt & ing 
with underftanding, withfenfe and ress gy and 
to the Lord, to his g! ory» as in his prefence; this 
would be more futable for | 


your Family, than 

Ballads, Peapeic and lafcivious filthy Ry nes, 

hich you fhould noc fuffer under your 
Roof. 
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SECT. XI. 


Br: The manner how you fhould Vi 

fhip God in your Family.is chiefly to be 
minded, for it is not any fervice that God will 
accept, you may keepup a courfe of praying in 
your Family, and yee live very unworthy of the 
ereat mercy of God in your wonderful preferva- 


tion. Therefore, ie We TE 


- How? 
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190 Directions how to live 
Really, 1, in your Family worlhip God really and in- 


deed, with your hearc, and mind, and all your 
ttrength ; do not feem to pray, but pray indeed, 

Forfive inyour Family. For cthisend confider, (1.) The 

Reafons, God whom you fetvein your Families is God in- 
deed ; he is arealGod, therefore worfhip him in- 
deed, and in areai manner. (2.) The fins of 
your Families are veal /ins, your own fins are real 
fins, and your childrens fins are real fins, and 
have real guile, therefore confels them really,and 
mourn and forrow for them really. ( 3.) The 
wants of your Family ate real wants 3 you do not 
fee to wint,oucwatd merciés, but excepc God 
fupply you,you will wane chemindeed. (4.)The 
{oplies which God doth give you are real (upphies: 
God giveth you real health, and realfood, and 
real cloaching for your Family, cherefore be real 
in yout Family Worfhip.. (5. ) You and your 
Family are real in following of the World, you work 
in good earnelt, and you buy and fell in good 
eatnet: And will you be real in the things of 
the World thacconcern your Family, and will 
you not berealin your Family Worfhip ? 


— 


Livelily, 2. Inyour Family worfhip God Livelily; not 
only with a true and fincere heart, but witha 
lively hearc, cake heed of dulnefs and formality ; 
cake heed of fleeping at your prayers. And here 
I would advife thac Mafters of Families would 
not put off cheir duties oolong in the Morning, 
till half the day be paft, nor too late in the 


Evening, when che Family willbe more ts 
fe 


| 
| 
| 
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fed and inclined to fleep than to pray. 


Sn me ge 


3. In your Family worfhip God chearfully, 90 Chears 
( J dh) re) fall 
not to Family Prayer as a cask and burden, but '#”! 
as 2 great favour and priviledge thac you and yout 
Children might call upon God: 


See A 


on a 


4. In your Family worfhip God cos/fantly: Con. 
Some will pray on aSabbath night, buc ic May ftancly. 
be not all the Week after. Thusif you ferve 
God in your Family it will bea great {tep to your 
walking in fome meafure anfwerably for fo great 
prefervation, and then ic willbe a good difcove- 
ry thac God hath {pared you in mercy, to do him 
fervice in the Education of your Children, and 
not in Judgment, to the encreafing of yonr fins 
only. | 
Thus far concerning the Duties of Families 
whom God hath fpared in chis time of Peftilence 
ingeneral. Of che feveral Relations ina Fami- 
ly next. 
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SETS el 
Econdly, If youwilllive in fome meafure an- 
fwerably to: fo great a mercy, as Prefervation 
from death in 2 time of great Mortalitie, is,then 
fill up che duties of your particular Relation 
wherein you ftand. Relative fins are very offen- 
five unto God, and a great {candal to Religion. 
The 
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The firft of thefe Relae ions ina Family IS, 
Datiesof Firlt, Conjugal, betwixt Husband and Wife - 
husbands and the ereat duty incumbent upon chem is mu- 
& wives, cual love, in which many are deficient, and many 
whom ahaa ies 
Gedhath ate exceffive, it being b ard fot ii! co ler out cheir 
fpared in afkections one to another fo much asGod com- 
this mands, and no more than God allows; and both 
Plague. chefe extreams will cerrifie confcience when fuch 
| -comecodye.. And this finis more ufually feen 
| when deach hath broken this Relation, then 
a while God continueth them together ; the Sur- 
HH viver chen feerh he did not love his Wife, and 
: the Wife, her Husband, with that degree of 
: love asthat Relation called for, or with a greater 
A) degree than was pleafing unto God, when the 
4 love of this Relation did diminith che love they 
fhould have to God: And how many breaches 
hath God made inthis Relation co punith the 
finof bothextreams? It may bethylove was 
i Immoderate, and therefore God hath taken thy 
| Relation fromchee: Or ic may be thy love was 
deficient, and therefore God hath raken thy Re- 
Jation from thee. When thou watt fick, and 
| chou thoughreft thou fhouldeft have died, did no 
chy Confcience rhen accufe thee for one of thefe 
in chy Relation? And yet hat h God {pared thee 
and thy Wife, ot thee and thy Husband, then 
| what bi lateh did reproach eee for in this 
7: particular, if chou wouldit anfwer Gods mercie 
ae in {paring of thee, lec chis be reformed. There 
are many this SAY rn ay be lamenting not fo mugs 
che lofs of this Relation, as that. they did not 


walk fucablie in this Relation ‘while they were in 
ke 
3 
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ic, chis being the (ting of their affligtion, Oh? 
methinks fuch 2s God hath continued in a Con- 
jugal Relation in this time of great Mortality, 
} | fhould look upon themfelves now more engaged 
It | go perform cheir mutual duties with more care 
and confcience than before. Such a one hatch 
buried his Wife, and fuch a one hath buried her 
Husband, but God hath preferved you in your At 
Relation, you cannot live anfwerablie for this Hi 
Metcie bucin a betrer difcharge of your mutual Hit 
duties, How would -you with you had loved 
your Relation, Wife or Husband, if God had 
taken either away .by death, fo do now when 
God continueth you both in life, 

Becaufe this conduceth fo much to an anfwe- 
table.return for fo great, a mercieI will a licele 
infiftuponic. Andinche general, if you would 
improve chis mereie, the directionis, that your 
love and affection be fuchone to another, as is 
| | the love betwixt Chrift and the Church. Eph.2.25. 
|) Husbands, love your Wives, eves as Chrift loved the 
| Charch, and gave himfelf for i. And this love 
| {| of che Husband mutt be requiced with the love of 
| the Wife, for ic is reciprocal, Z#t.2.4. Teach 

| the young women to.be fober, to love their Huf- 
bands mae 


SECT, XIII. 


(> UT more particularly I fhall {peak co three 
a) things; 
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Whac manner of love is this 
pia they fhould have this 
é Wherein they fhould manifeft this | 
1. If you ‘will, improve this mercie God hath 
vouchfafed yeu, your love mult have thefe pto- 
percies. 
The pro- ~ -r, Te mult be a Swperlative love, chat 1s in re- 
perties of fpec of all fublunarie chings 3 though your love 
theiclove ‘ o 2 
eaperlas,) be God and Chrift muft be more than your love 
tive. one to another, elfeit doth fixfully exceed, for if 
any loveth Father or Mother, Husband or Wife, 
more than Chrift, heis.not worthie of him, yet 
in refpe&t of all other perfons and things inthis 
world, it muft be more, elfe itis finfully deficient 5 
A man muft love his Wife above all other per- 
fons, above his E@ace, or whatfoever is dear un- 
to him in this world, and fo the Wife. Thus 
Chrift lovech his Church, arid a believing foul, 
above all other perfons, andthe Church recipro- 
callie loves Chrift above’all’ other things in the 
world, | . 
2, Ie mult bea Conffanr fove, ic mult Taft as 
fone as life in both doth laft. The longer you live 
in this Relation, the more you fhould’ love. 
Lengch of time muft nonwear off the comman- 
ded and allowed ftrengch of your mutushAffecti- 
on. Thus Chritt alwaies loves his Church, and 
the Church alwaies loves Jefus Chrilt. 
Holy. 3. Ic mutt be Holy love ; from asi holy Principle, 
obedience to Gods command ; in ax holy manner, 
according to.the Word of God ; for haly ends,the 


loveone to 
another. 


Conflant 


elorieof God,eéc. Carnal love, for carnal ends, | 


is toe the love that God requireth in this Relaci- 


One 
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on. ‘Thus Chrift loves the Churchy and the . 
| Ghurch loves Chrift wich an holy love. 
| 4. Iemuftbe arender, compaffionate, and [yt Tender, 
pathizing love ; if God Jay his attliéting hand up- 
| of either, in ficknefs of bodie, in terrours of 
/mind, the otheris tobe, tender, and to fympa- 
thize in thofe afflictions. If God lay his hand 
}uponboth, in Povertie. and want, they fhould 
| not fret one again{t che other, ( whichis cooufu- 
all.) buc fhould-both with cendernefs of com- 
| paffion’ endeavour to bear the fame burden, and 
| make up. cthat,which is wanting in outwarden- 
| joyments’in the degree of their loves. And this 
/ wouldlighten many burdens,and {weeten the bic- 
-f cer Cup. of affliction, which God may put into 
both-cheir hands; as che wanc of Conjugal affe- 
-G@ion insmany doth make chat heavie which is, 
| light, and thac biccer whichis {fweer. Thus Chrift, 
‘| tovesh his Church, and fympathizeth with her 
— inall heraffliGions, //4.63.9. Ads 9.4. 
ge Te muftbe Forgiving love y that fhall hide Forgi-\" 
sf and cover the infirmities of each from the world, 7s love 
} évery mifcarriage in this Relation fhould not 
abate the affeétion of one co the other. Sinful 
Infirmities muft not be allowed ofin one another, 
becaufe they mult be faithful co each others fouls, 
and yet they fhould not be blazed unto others, 
becaufe of the love toeachothers perfon. Thus 
Chrift loveth’ his Church norwichftanding her 
finful Infirmities ; and becaufe he loveth her, he 
is readie and willing to forgive her. But there is 
no fuch retaliation of this Propertie of love tn. 
thé Chutch co’ Chrifty becaufe he hath ne {uch 
O 2 finful 
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- finfulinfirmities : but there is no fuch husband in 
the world befides Chrift, and therefore in our 
cafe 1t is reciprocal, | 


SECT.” XIV. 


Sh Reafons why there fhould be fuch love | 


and mutual Affection becwixt chofe in a 

Conjugal Relation are {uch as chefe : 

¥. Becaufe God commands it; and with era- 
cious pérfons acommand: of God js inftead of a 
thoufand Reafons. Before this Relation be entred 
into, perfons may lawfullie look after attractives 
and motives of love, but when once they'are fo 
related, chis is fufficient reafon ( though chereare 
othets) why they fhould love, Ephes.25. 
Ttto2.4. 18-90 

4. Becaufe they are one flefh; He that loveth 
his Wife loveth himfelf, and the chat loves her 
Husband loveth ber felf, Eph,5.28,29. Ic! is un- 
natural in any to hate their own fleth. a 

3. Becaufe the comfort of their life, and’the 
{weernefs.of this Relation much depends upon 
cheir mutual 'affeQion. | 

4. Becaufe the Gojpel wil be much hindered by 
the wane of this love in thofe thar make profeffi- 
on of it: The Gofpel much fuffers when wicked 
petfons obferve chat Profeffors fill not up their 
relative duties, Tir:2.4. Teach the young women 
to be fober, to-love their Husbands, to love their 
Children. Ver.5. To be difcreet, chafte, keepers 
at home, good, obedient to their own Husbands, 
thae 
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lin ag the Word of Ged be not blafbbemed. i 
5. Becaufe elfe chey will be more anfit for [piri- 8 

tual deties, either cogether, or apart. When there 
jare differences betwixt Husband and Wife, itis 
an hinderance to them in their’ praying one with 
‘another, in their praying one for ano:her; want 
of this Conjugal affection, and breaches in this 
e-\felation, hath often {traicened the heare of che 
q | patty offending ac the chrone of grace, and this it 
| profefling Husbands and Wives fhould be careful i 

»- |Of, 1 Pet.3.5,6,7.. The Apoftle had. exhorted if 
| perfonsin a Conjugal relation co difcharge their i 
| | Mutual duties, after the Example of Abrahans } 
1g | and Sarah, and the reafon he alledgeth is, That ] 
| your Prayers be not bindred. , ig 
6. Becaufe elfe they cannot comfortably dye. i 
Breaches in che duties of this Relation,will make 
great breaches in our peace of confcience when 
“we come todye. When you areto pare at death, 
., | confcience will be lafhing of you: God hath fet 
thee ( faich Confcience)) in fuch a relation, but 
| thou haft not had the love of thar Relation. 
, | God gave thee fuch ayoak-fellow, but thou didft 
| not live with chat affe@tion as he did require, and 
| now chy relation muft be broken. Oh then, 
) faith che offendor, if God would continue mea : 
fitele longer in this relation, how would I walk a 
more fucably in performing che duties thereof i] 
) better than hichercol have done; but do ic now 


B) before death doth part you. 


i 
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tf | 
q 


|: 


& 


; 


0 3 SECT.XYV. 


if 


198 DireStions how-to live 


SECT. kV 


Til. He duties wherein thofe in a Conjugal. Re- | 
Wherein Jb lation fhould manifeft chis mutual affection, | 


aad F aad they are fuch as same (ore to each. 
rnanifeft Common toboth, | 
this love. = DireS&iion in cafes dubious. 
| ~~ The Husband'yProtection in cafes dangerous, — 
| manifefts his 1 Sam.30.18. 
love in Provifion of things needful, 
1 Tim.5.2- 
The Wife mani- §Inward Reverence, Eph.5.33. 
fefts her love in? Outward fubjection,1 Pet.3.1. 


: The body, or ching fs 
The duties chat are € bOGY, ings tem 


m poral. 
common to both do h i n 
H [ne foul, or things i< 
either concérn. ) et 3 MDs Spifi 


t.Inche affairs of this life they fhoyld mant- 
felt their mutuallove oneto another, | 

i) ( Procreari0¢ of Children, 

m | th Education a 

ii Adminifttation of houfhold aftairs 

i Times of aff ction and ficknefs. 

i 4, Inthe concerninents of each others fouls, 
or things fpiricual, their fove fhould be efpectally 
manifefteds Love to the foul is the Nobleit love, 
becaufe che foul isthe nobler part ; to love the 
body and hate the foul, ( astoo many do ) is buc 
cruellove. Their love is higheft love, that love 
each others fouls, and this love is manifefted, 


¥. In:Reprovivg one another for fin; this 
fab. ‘4 


— 
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is greatelt love; not [0 reprove is to hate, 
Lev.t9.17. So Fob his Wife, foo 1.9,10. So 
Abigail het Husband, 1 S4m.25.36,37° where 
you may obferve both Abigatls Piecy, the re- 
proved Nabal: And het Prudence, when the 
wine was out of his head. 

2. In consforting OnE 
ward terrours; So Mano 
him, fwd.13.22,33.- 

3. In Provoking onc another to good works 
of Piety, and Charity. This is the only al- 
lowed contention ber wixt Husband and Wife, 
who fhall be bef, and love God moff, and do 
moft good : but not to provoke to wrath and 
wicked works, as Jezabel did Ahab, 1 Kings 
21.7,8.9. Wicked Husbands are ufually very 


another under in- 
abs Wife comforted 


do wickedly, ver.25- 

4.In Praying one with another,and praying 
one for another. Icis great love in fuch toim- 
prove their inrere(t at the throne of grace one 


for another. 


Thusif you whom God hath fpared, and con- 
tinued life unto, after this Contagion, would re- 
folve to live together, you would fo far as con- 
cerns you inthis refped, live 1n fome meafure ave 
{werably co fo great a mercy, elfe you cannot. 
Hath God fpared you to be more unkind one to 
another ? To be bitter one againtt another? To 
grieve one another ? Or do you think this is the 
Tmprovement you fhould make ofthis mercy ? God 


forbid. 
O 4 SECT. 


=F 


wicked, when wicked Wives ftir them up to == 
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SECT. XVI, 
Q ferdly» The next Relation I confider in a 
Family, is becween Parents aud Children, 
whom God hath continued after this great CAlor- 
tality. God hath taken away Parents from orhers, 
and they are left Orphans, but God hath conti- 
nuedthy Parents, Both, or one to thee. “What 
doth God require from thee in anfwer toa futable 
return for this mercy? God hath taken away 
Children from others, and bereaved them of 
thofethac were dear tothem, but God hathcon- 
tinued chine, al, or fome to thee, what doth 
God require at thy handsin anfwer toa futable 
recurn for fo great amercy ? Iris that Parents and 
Children fhould fill up the duties of chis relation, 
elfe you can never walk worrhy of this mercy, 
Buc more particularly, 

Duties of =F jy, Parents, if chey would live anfwerable 
abating co this mercy of Children continued co them, 

Godhath mutt be careful, 
continue  Firff, In inffrntting of them in the thingsof 
edto God: and training them up in, the waies of 
ehiach> God, this isthe duty of both Parencs, Pro.t.8. 
ftru@ion, 247 fon bear the inftruttion of thy Father, and for- 
fake not the Law of thy mother, Prov.31.1. The 
words of King Lemuel, the Prophe fie that his mother 
taught bin, This mothers might do when they 
are drefling of their Children. Do nor think you 
do enough if you make provifion for your chil- 
dren, and get a portion for them: Let metell you, 
that isthe leaft pare of your duty, as hard “a 
thin 


A 
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Chink iiss bur, you muft give chem inftructions, 
and that 

1, Timelily, before they are accuftomed to 
evil; they are born in watwral hardnefs, and, by 
frequent acts of wickednefs they will contract 
babitwal hardnefs ; and then, if God clap upon 
their hearts judicial hardnefs, your Children are 
undone for ever : Children,before they can goe, 


_can run from God; and, before they can {peak 


plainly, can {peak wickedly : Teach chem not to 
be proud of their fine Clothes; reach them not 
Revenge , by giving youa ftroak co beat others ; 
thefe be che buddings of Pride and Revenge in 
lictle Infants. 

2. Inftruc& them frequently; They are apt to 
learn evil, buc backward tolearn any thing that is 
cood: There muft be Line upon Line, Deut. 6. 
6,7- You muft whet the things you fpeak unto 
them, that chey may pierce cheir hearts ; fre- 
quently inculcare rhe fame things upon them,and 
inftil che knowledg of God into them by little 
and little. 

3. Inftru& them affettionately ; Let them 
perceive ( when more grownup ) that chey are 
matters of Weight and Moment, that you {peak to 
them about: When you fpeak of Heaven and 
Hell , of God and Sin, lecthem fee that your 
hearts are affected with what you fay. 


Secondly , In Corretting of them for the evil of 
Sin: Hethat fpares the Rod fpoiles the Childe: 
better you corrett them here, than God damne them 


hereafter :. 


q ati 
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hereafter: The Rod is as neecful for your Chil- 
dren as their Food; Prov. 22.15. Folly.2 bound 
in the heart of aChilde,the Rod of Correttion fhall 
drive it far from him. Do thisy 

1. Timelily ; a young Twigg is flexible, and 
eafie tobebenr; break chem of wicked Words 
and Waies betimes, or elfe they may break your 
heart when they arebigger. -Adosizahwas Da- 
vids Darling, and he was wanting in correcting of 
him, and he Rebelfed before he died, and ufurped 
the Kingdom before his Fathers deach: 1 Kings 
1.5. Then Adomjah the fon of Haggith exalted 
binofelf, faying, 1 will be King 5 and he prepared his 
Hor{men and Chariots, and fifty Men to run before 
him. Verl.6. And his Father had not difpleafed 
him at any time, in faying, Why haft thow doue fo ? 
Too much indulgence will make unduu- 
ful and difobedient Children. 

2. Proportionably to their fault; Do notCor- 
recta {mall offence over fharply, nor an hainous 
fin too flightly; if you are too fevere for a {mall 
offence, they willihare you: if you are cooindul- 
gent in a greac offence , they will defpife you. 
This was E/yes fin, chat he did not correct the 
hainous fin, and reprove the abominable practife 
of his. Sons with greater feverity : I Sam, 2-23- 
And he {aid unto them , Why do ye [ach things? 
for, 1 hear of your evil dealings by all this People. 


‘Verl.24. Nay,my Sons, for it is no good report that 


hear, ye make the Lords People to tran{grefs. ic 
is no good report | chat was too good a word for 
fo hainous wicked Works ; ic was an abominable 


thing chat was reporced by others; and con 
ce 
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ted by his Sons: Bur, fee what God faith to &/y , 


Vert. 29. Thou honoureft thy Sons above me: and, 
God fevereiy punifhed his Children for their vile 
offence ; and the Fether for his fo cold reproof 
as you may read in the following Verfes. 

3. Compaffionately ; do not Corre your Chil- 
dren in the heate of Pafsion, but with bowels of 


compafion: when the Rod is in your band, let 


there be render love in your heart. 

4. Difereetly ; Obferving the cemper and dif- 
pofition of your Childe which you correct ; 1f you 
Scourge, and frown upon one, as much as is 
needful for another, you will difcourage him ; if 
you {courge not anorher,more than chis,chat is 
more cender fpirired , you will not break him : 
Correction is like a Medicine, in which the Phy- 
fitian hath refpe& toche conftitution of the Pati- 
ent. Childrenare like Herbs , fome, if you.cut 
and tread will grow again 3 bur, if you do as much 
to other Herbes, you kill them. 

5. Seafonably ; Thereis much wifdom in Pas 
ents, in cimeing their Correcting of their Chil- 
dren; if you correct them for fome faults before 
others , youwill difcourage them ; cake che fic- 
teft feafon. 

6. Penitently; When you cortect your Chil- 
dren , judge your felf firft, andrepent for your 
own fin, or elfe youdo but beat your felf. | 

q. Believingly;When you exercife your child with 

the Rod, do you exercife faith upon the Promife. 


Thirdly, 10 Praying much for chem; many Prayer, 


pray for Children before they have them, but ne- 
glect 
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~~~ gtect to pray for them when God hath given | 
them 3 as'chough their dezeg were a greater blef- 7 
fing chan their well-being: you muft add Prayer Jy, 
to Inftrudion and Corrections; for,itisnorone- | tn 
ly your Inftruction , nor Gorrection, butGods | ,,,, 
bleffing given in to fervent Prayer, that will make inhe 
your Children good, When you look upon your || 
little Infants as they are fucking ac yourbreafts, 
ot laughing tn your faces,or playing in your armess het 


oh confider che feed of fin chat chey havein their ih 
hearts! chacthey,by Nature, are chechildren of ie 
wrath; and, when you goto pray for them, ufe * 
fuch confiderations that might make-your heart to 
mourn over them, and for chem : When youcon- 
fider chey are enemies to God,can younot mourn 
for chem upon your knees? when you confider 
they are fof children, except mercy find them; 
that chey are damned children except free grace 
fave chem: Can younot mourn abundantly, and 
pray fervently for chem ? Can you confider 
they are by Nature, wichout the Image and Like- 
nefs of God, and noz be grieved at che heare ? 
chat your child is a liccle Traicor again{t che King 
of Heaven ; a little Rebel againft the glorious 
i | God ; and, will you not pray that his heare may 
2 | be changed? Could you weep and grieveif your 
‘| Child were a Monfter, if ichada body of one 
a i | kind, and an head of another ; if ic hadan Arme 
ae | too much, ora Leg too much, or little ; why, its 
mifery is more by Nature chen allthis, and yer, 
6aD You Not mourn in yout Prayers for him ? 
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Fourthly, In Choofing for them fome lawful Cal- Chocfing 


205 


ling and putting them forch unto fome Religious them a 
familie : Choofe not a Calling thac hath more Calling, 


{nares and temptations. attending ir, then ufually 
others have ; and place chem in fuch families , 
where they may learn the way to Heaven, as well 
as the way tobe richin the World: If you put 


them forth co. an ungodly family, youmaylofe all 


your former labour in Inftruétion,Corre&tion,‘ and 
Prayer: for, will you give your Childe an An- 
tidote , and then carenor if herun into a Peft- 
houfe, among perfons that, have running Plegue 
Sores; ‘or , Would you not judge ic prefumption 
in any foto do, without a fpecial call ? bur,‘ the 
former is greater, and higher, and more. dange- 
rous prefumprion than rhe latter ; in as much ag 
the death of the Body of your Child 1s endan- 
cered by the one ; but the’ damnation of his 
Soul is endangered by the other. ous 


Fifehly, In careful difpo/ing of chem.in Masti- 
age ; That you-Match them to.godly Perfons,and 


hach Religious Relations :. Take heed of -Adarrying 
them to the shildren of the Devil, though their our- 
ward advantage be never fomuch: Thus Abra- 
ham took care that his fon J{aac fhould not take a 
Wife of the Daughters of the (anaanites, amonett 
whom he dwelc, Gen. 24. 3. If you thus take 
care for your children, whom God hath continued 
co you in this greac Mortality, you act, in this re- 


fpect, 


Difpofing 
ig ‘ % > them in 
if. youcan, into.a godly family 5. or;;toone chat Marriage] 


rr we 
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fpect, 'in fome meafure anfwerably to fo great a 
Mercy. SUNS 


“SECTION XVIL 


Duties of €Econdly , Children, if they would: live an- 
Childcen, ._} {werably in their Relation, to fo great a Mer- 


J} bom cy. a is) Gods Sparing theit Parents, and conti 


continued ats : pe 
cotheir up the Duties of their Relation: and, the Dury 


Parents, of Children is fer down inCol. 3.20, Children , 
obey your Parents ix all things, for this 1 well-pleafing. 
unto.the Lord :. \n which obferve, | 


2. The Perfons charged ; Children, younger, 
elder, poororrichh 2, os, 

3. The Perfons. to. whom this obedience is 
to be given. $Father, C1) Poor; or 

_ Parents, 2 Morher. TS Ricks... 

4. The extent of this obedience ; In all 


: gc ‘hse Thek 
f 


| | 1. The Charge, Obedience. 


o¢his is'well-pléafing to che Lord 5 chere- 


things lawful, effe it would nor pleafe the 
Lord; but; they mutt in chofe things, be- 
caufe it pleafech ‘God. 


Now ; if you that ate Children would walk 


worthy of Gods Mercy, in fpating your Parents 
to 


nuing them uaco chem, mutt be careful of filling: 


5° The limitting and enforcin? Reafon, for 


‘Fore ithe ll things are to be fimitted to 


. | 


, }] to you in this contagious tunes, you mult obey them 


a — 


| murmuring and repining, 


| in thefe Particulars. 
1. In receiving Inftrutions from them, in 


| hearkning to their wholfome Counfel and Advice, 


Prov. 3. £. Aly fon forget not my Law, but let thine 

heart keep my Commandments, Prov. 4. 1,25 354 

and 5. 1,2, 7. and6. 20, @e. ‘and 7. 1, 2,3. 
2. In fubmicting to their Correction, without 


3. In being content with your Diet and Appa- 
rel that your Parents provide for you. 

4. In yeilding them fuftenance and Mainte- 
nance if they come to Poverty, if you be able to 


fupply chem they gave you'maintenance when 


you could not provide for your felves, do you fo 


| for them, 1f they need, though you work hard to 


help them, ‘I Tim. 5.4. Bat,:f: any widow have 
Children or Nephews,let them firft learn to (hew prety 
at home, and'to vequite their Parents, for that is good 
and acceptable before God. Though Children can 
never (fully ) requice'their Parents, for they had 
their being by them; and, whacif they have help 
by you in outward chines) youwhad your being by 
them, and that is more: Take heed of being 
afhamed of your Parents, if they be poor, and 
you are raifed to an higher degree in the World 
than ever they were, but, todifown them would 
be impious. 

5. In fubmicting co their choife of a Calling 
for you. 

6. In difpofing of you in Marriage: Change 
not your Condition without their Confentr, -as 
Ffanc, Gew24, and Sampfon fudg.14,1,2. Nay, 
U {bra aed 
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Pion ee Cee se 
Ifpmael obeyed his Mother in his. Marriage , 
Gen. 21.21, and, will you be worfe than Jh- 


mael ? 


In all things, though they becrols co your 
humour , though ic might not pleafe you, yer, if 
it pleafe your, Parents you muft doit... But, thac 
T may noc lay a {nare for Childrens Confciences, 
and put a Staff into ungodly Parents hands, to 
drive their Children. co Hell, you muft cake this 
diftinction of [chings,] via 


rSimply good and neceffary,.and thefe 
muft be done,though your Parents for- 
bid yous as Praying, Reading Scrip- 
ture; ec. ' 

, |Simply. evil.and unlawful, and. chefe 
Things. ;.muft not be done,though: yout Parents 
areci. |. command..you ;, as.toplay, or work 
ther, upon.the-Lords day., to: lie and de- 

| fraud.in dealing. ' : 

| Neither good, nor evilin their .own na- 
| cure (though every thing is good or 
evil; confidered in all. circumttances ) 
, and, inall.chefe you mutt obey your 
+ Parents. 


And, the reafons of this obedienceto your Pa- 

rents, are fuch as chefe. 
¢Reafons’ Ex Gods command, Ephel. 6. 1. (hildren, obey 
for thefe your Parents 1x the Lord. V.2. Honour thy Fa- 
Duties, ther and Mother, which isthe firft Consmandmest 
with Promife; Thacis the firt Command with 


Promife in che fecond Table; for, there is a 
Promue 


a > 
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Promife in the fecond Command of the Firft Ta- 
ble , of hewing Mercy unto thoufands, &c. 

2. This ts right, or jaffice ; Ephef.6.1. Thou 
had{t chy being and thy education by thy Parents, 
therefore it is jultice chou fhouldeft obey them. 

3. Chriffs Example; He was obedient to his 
Parents, Luke 2, 51. Aud he went down with them, 
and came to Nazareth, and was (nbjett to them. 

' 4. Gods Fadgmsents upon difobedient Children: 
Abfalom Rebelled againtt his Father,and God cug 
him off in the very act of his Rebellion. 

5- Icis pleafingtoGod: If ic were in any thing 
thac would difpleafe God, you muft not do ic ; for 
you mult pleafe your Heavenly Father rather chan 
your Earthly, but, if ic be pleafing unto God, you 
mult noe deny it; you pleafe God, when you 
pleafe your Parents in chings lawful. 

6. God might puni(h you with difobedient Chil- 
dren hereafter, if you are difobedient to your Pa- 
rents now: Thus Children alfo will walk fo farr 
an{werably to fo great a Mercy , as Gods {paring 
their Parents tothem, if they chus obey them. 


SECTION XVIII. 


Hirdly , The next Relation I confider in a 
Family , is , the Relation of Mafers and 
Servants , whom God hath fpared in this greac 
Mortality; and, if you would live in fome meas 
fure anfwerably tothis Mercy (as, itis a Mercy 
to fome to have Servants; and, itis a Mercy to 
P others 


eo ae tt 


ey 
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others to have Mafters) then you muft fill up che 
duties of your Relation. 4: 


Duties of © Firff , Matters Duties are fet down, Col. 4.1. | 
Matters Mafters, give uxto your Servants that which is juft ye 
oe avd equal, knowing, that ye alfo have a Mafer i | i 
\ continued Heaveu : where you have, B 
i | to Ser- | ut, 
4 vants, . The Charge thar is given,to do that which | nl, 
4 “hing ana equals | ber 


2. The Perfons co whom this Charge 1 is gle : 
ven: A4affers. 
3. The Perfons unto whom t this juftice and | 
equity mult be fhown : Servants. 
| 4 The Reafon to aufanee? IC 5 5 knowing that ye 
have a Mafter in heaven. T here is no Man, 
| chac 2s@ Matter, buthe hath a Mafter, and 
that is God. 


yh 1. Matters muft nor rmpofe upon cheir Ser- 
vants any thing (imply unlawful, chat is nor juft; 

i to Work, or carry Burdens upon ‘the Lords day, | 
iF ) wichout neceffity, oC. Hy 
i) 2. Matters mutt notimpofe upon their Ser- | 
wants things above their fréngth, chough they be 
lawful, this j is not jult. 

36 Mafters mutt not deny their Servants cons | 
venient Food, nor their due Wages, chisis noc | 
' jut. 

B | 4. Mafters muft noc carn away their, Servants | 
i when they are ‘fick, who ferved them when they 
were in health and ftrength , without their con- 
fent; chisis nor jutt. 

g« Mafters mult not deny them necefary ime | 

for | 


h 
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tities 


Zi. 


| for che performance of cheir neceffary duties unto 
| God, this is neicher juft nor equal: It is but 

equity if Servants fpend their time in your fer- 
vice, chat you fhould allow chem fome time for 
the Service of God, and che faving of their fouls ¢ 
for, co wear out their Bodies in ferving you now, 
and, for wanc of time to Read and Pray, ro have 
their Soules damned: hereafter, would bea very 
unequal, unjuft, and unreafonable ching. 


a 


| SECT. XIX, 


: ~ Econdly, Servants, if you would live anfwera- Duties of 
‘bly for the Mercy of God, in {paring you, Servants 

then performe the Duties God requireth ac your when 

hands cowards your Mafters.. The Duty of Ser- eee 

yants is fecdown, Eph. 6. 5. Servants, be obedient to Mia- 

to thems that are yoar Mafters, according to the fle(b, fers, — 

\ with fear and trembling , ws finglene/s of heart, as 

| unto Chrift. Verl. 6. Not with eye-[ervice, as 

Men-pleafers, but asthe fervants of Christ , doing 

the will of God from the heart. Vert 7. With 

food will doing fervice, as tothe Lord, and not to 


| Men. Verl, 8. Knowing, that whatfoever good 


| thing any Man doth, the fame {hall he recerve of the 


|) Lord, whether he be bond or free. To this the Apo- 


| file addeth; Servants, obeyin all things your Ma- 
| fers, knowing, that of the Lerd ye {hall recevve the 


| reward of the inheritance, for ye ferve the Lord 


| 


| Chrift, Col. 3. 22, 23, 24,25. in both which 
laces the Apoftle meets with the ufual defects of 
| Servancs tn their Relation ; which are 

& P 2 i, Halfe 


a ill 


, 
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1, Half » C1. In all things. 
2. Eye > fe Not eye-fer- 
3. Hypocritical S|. vice. 
4. Prophane- & | 3. In fuglene/s 
ne({s in Pservice.< 2 | of heart. 
5. Irreverence > q o 74. In the fear 
in fe ff God. 
6. Grudging in 215. Trembling. 
7+ Bafenels of “ | 6 . From the 
mindin beart,and with 
| good will, 
7. A glorious re- 
' ward. 


. Servants muft do al rhe fervice they owe un- 
<0 ‘Keis Mafters ; not to do one thing, and leave 
another undone, bur, you mult obey in all things, 
ye. lawful. 

2. Servants mult not give eye: -fervice; Thatis, 
onely in their Mafters fight and prefence, buc 
mutt be as careful of their Mafters but iets in his 
abfence, as if he were looking on them: chey 
muft not dotheir work as thofe thar are ferving 
Men, who cannor alwaies fee them, but as the fer- 
vants of Chrift, ferve him m, who believe, that he 
aiwaies fees heat: : and, lec Servants remember , 
that though Mafters do not alivaies fee them, yet 
God doth. 

3. Servants.muft performe the Works of their 
Mafters fervice in fixglene[s of heart, Wi fut upright. 
nefs, and without dilsimulacion ; : they m ult not be 
hypocrites in Mens fervice,as they muft not inthe 
Service 


~~ 


———— 


——— 


after awafting Plague. 212 


Service of Goi: Seivants muftdo all from obe- 
dience to Gods Comamiands , and yield therefore 
obedience to wicked Mal ry in lawful things., 
E Pet. 2.18. Servant cf be: f ubje is 10 your Maffers 


pith all fear 3 not onely to ib go d and gentle, but 


Alfotethe froward. $0, C0 et or Malters, thoueh 


paey can give them but meany 28C5. 

They mutt ¢ ei LD the f fear ¢ f God: Asthe 
pestis s of God mutt’ pray,in the “ise of God, 
and hearin the feat pf God ; : they that. are 
fervants to Men, mut otheir: work in the fear of 
God: then, they mult Geet e-and Swear ac 


their ROT, Bek talk finfully, nor {peak or fing ob-’ 
{cenely. 

5- Wihreverenceto thet: Mifters, 1 Tim.6.1, 
Let as many fervants as are under the yoke, court 
their own Mafters worthy of al Honour, that the 
Name of God and his Dettrine be not bla[phemed,« 
If thou ferve a poor Malter, yet, being thy Mae 
fter, chou ar hatte to honour him; elie, chou 
wil: be: a sSpRQSED Hs to che Name of God, and his 
Dodtrine. 

6. They ph not rari the Service they do, 
but do ic fromch¢ hearc, and with sood will : Ser- 
vants heatts muff not be Yer upon t their Mafters 
bufinefs, they cannot give away their heart from 
God: bur, they mult ‘do rheir Work. from che 
heart, z.¢. willingty, cheerfully. 

They mult not onely aime at the wages they 
fave from their M3 ters, that is poor, and lo wand 
fordid to work and labour for fuch a reward ; bur, 
as thofe that know, if they do cheir fervice, (be i iC 

jever fe mean and fervile) in abedieace co Gods 
Pz command 
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command, and for his elory, they fhall have 
a reward in Heaven: God will reward the 


mean fervice of a poor fervant with as eternal | 


Crown. 

8. They muftbe faithful ix their Mafters bufi- 
nefs; chey muft nor purloin, fteal, and fecrerly 
convey away any ching of their Mafters Eftare, 


Money or Goods; or fell ic ar under-rate tohis |: 


Matters real préjudice and dammage, by private 
contract between himfelf and the buyer, to'con- 
fider him for his cheap Bargain. Tic.2.9. Ex- 
hort fervants to be obedient unto their own Mdafters , 
and to pleafe thens well in all things , uot anfwering 
again. Verf.10. Not purloining , but fhewing all 
good fidelity, that they may adore the Dottrine of 
God oar Saviour in all things. When thy hand 
is in chy Mafters Box’, and thou arc pilfring 
away his Money, to Game, to keep Compa- 
sy, or fpend any way wichouc his knowledge, 
this is Thefc;‘and, God feeth chee, though 
he do not: and, if thou haft purloined, or flole 
any thing, thou arc bound to reftore ic , if 
thou canft, and, co confefs chy fault and be 
humbled, and do fo no more. 

g. They mult be fruga? for their Mafters ; 
that, though they fteal nothing from them, yer 
they may fin, by fuffering their Maflers Goods 
to be wafted; ‘as Food to be caft away., and 
many things to be fpent and confumed when 
there is no need: this is nor to fhew all fide. 
Hicy co your Mafters. So Faceb, Gen. 31. 36, 37. 
38, 39, 40. That which was tava of beafts I brought 
wot wute thee; 1 bare the lofs of it: of my hagas 


ts I 


ek 
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| didft. thow require it 
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fin, they muft not {peak @ 
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———— 


whether ftollen by day, or 
ftollen by night. 

to. They mut not aifwer again Out of 4 
murmuring {pitit, nor give word for word 5 
that, if cheir Matter rebukes chem for their 
s fat as he: nay, 
Wrathfully, and 


though a Mafter fhould {peak 
mut not’ Aniwer 


in unjuft Anger, yet they 
Perverfely co them again, but wich meeknefs 
and filence ( except they require, of give leave) 
oo about their Iniployment , commucting 
their caufe to God, who will right them , if 
their Mafters wrong them, Col. 3.25. Bat, 
he that doth wrong, {ball recevve for the wrong 
hich he bah done: and, there 1s no re{pec of 
Perfons. God regards not Mens outward con- 
ditions ; he regards not the Miftrifs more than 
the Maid: nor the Mafter more than the Man; 
but judgeth righteoufly becwixe the greaceft and 
the meanett. 

11, They mutt remember , when. they are 
obedient in their Matters Setvice, they are fer- 
ving th: Lord Chrift: What a poor fervant doth 
in fervile Labour, in the meane(t, lowelt 1m- 
ployment , “he is ferving of God and. this 
micht fweeten to him more difficult and un- 
pleafing Work. 


n, in 
here- 
ke 1m- 


ods Preferving of them in 
P 4 time 


Thus I have done with this directio 


which all Men, in one capicity of other, 
in confidered , are concerned to Ma 


provement of G 
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4 time of {o great Contagion; by being eminent- 
May ly exemplary in the Conditions, Capacity, Rela- ry 
: iv 


tions, wherein they {tand ; which,if they do (ca- 


A seris paribus) they live in fome,meafure an{we- 
, rable to fo great a Metcy. 

hit | 
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DIRECTION YV. 


Ath God {pared you ina time of Pefti- Warcha- 
H=- then if you would live anfwerable, #aintt 
diligently watch againft fecret fins, an 
let your {pecial care be about the hidden and fecret 
things in Religions Duties. God hath kept you 
in his Chambers, I/a.26.20. Come my people, 
enter thon into thy Chambers, ana [hut thy doors about 
thee; hide thy [elf as it were for a little moment nx- 
till the indignation be overpaft. - God hath hid you 
from Judgement in che fecrét Chambers of his 
Protection, atid will you hide your fins in the 
fecreccorners of your hearts ? Or will you allow 
your felf to fin becaufe you arein your fecret 
Chambers ? Or willthis be to live worthy of Gods 
fecret Protection of you, tocommic fecrer fins 
soain(t God? That you are preferved this is /s- 
ble; all chat fee youwalking in ehe ftreets know 
this: But Gods way of preferving you was noc 
only by vifible means,as Antidotes and Cordials, 
buc by the imzvifible Guard of holy Angels, 
Pfal.gt.10.. There (hall xo evil befall thee, nether 
fhall any Plague come wigh thy dwelling. Vet.11. For 
he {hall give his Axgels charge over thee, to keep thee 
in all thy waies. Ver.t2. They (hall bear thee up 1 
their hands: left thon dalv thy foot againfe a ire 
€ 


4 cet fins, 


i i Abftain 
i from fe- 
| I eret fins, 
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The reafon why you have been preferved is, be- 


caufe God hath caufed you to dwell in the fecrec 
place of the molt high, and hach made youto 
abide under the fhadow of the Almighue, 
Pfal.gt.1. When the Peftilence was walking in 
darknefs, and che Arrows of che Almightie were 
fecretly thot and flying abroad, He kept you tn 
the fecret of his Pavilion, P/al.37.5- For inthe 
time of trouble ke [hall hide me in bis Pavilion: in 
the fecret of bis Tabernacle he (hall bide me, be {hall 
fet me upon a rock, As all vifiole means w ould 
not shave been esfectual for your prefervation, 


withour Gods fecret and invifiable watching over. 


you: So .abftaining only from wi/ible fins, and 
performing only that of duty, whici is vifible, 
will nor be a furable, nor anfwerable recurn for 
this great mercies, Therefore my advice unto you 


—isy that as Gods goodnefs to you hath been ina 


fecret way of prefervation, fo your cate fhould 
efpecially be about fecret things, and that in two 
re[pects. 

§ In abftaining from fecret fins. 

21a maintaining fecrec duties. 

Firt, Becarefulto abjtain from fecret fins. Do 
not cherifh fins in your hearts. and thoughts, 
though chey fhould never proceed. to oucward 
act :.Fora man whom God hath kept in time of 
Plague, might be no open Swearer, no vifible 
Drunkard, nor live in open wickednefs, and yet 
might walk unworthy. of Gods mercy to him. 
And. here I fhall anfwer thefe cwo Quefti- 
ons. 


1) what are thofe Confederations whereby t ie 
7 ons! 
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. [loutld urge bis heart to abjtaine from heart 
| and fecret fins? 
‘I 2. What are the helps and means for inabling of a 
| max to abjtain from heart and fecret fins ? 
1 Queff.t. What are thofeConfiderations where- 
by a Chriftian fhould urge his heart to ab{tain 
from heart fins, and fecret fins ; not to let into 
| the fecrers of his hearc what he can, by watch- 
fulnefs preyenc, and not to a//ow that which not- 
| withftanding allhis diligence he cannot prevent, | 
For there is great difference betwixe having lin |! 
| inthe hearr, and regarding or allowing finin the 
| hearr, Pfal.66.18. If 1 regard iniquity in my 


beart the Lord willnot hear me. A Chrifiian may 
have, yea; cannotin this life but have fin in his 
heart, buc this ( not allowed, bur groaned under, 
| and lamented for,) fhall not hinder the audi- 
| ence of his prayers, nor the falvation of his foul. 
Bur the regarding and allowing of it will prevent 


| boch. 
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| T. 
| | Confideratious to keep you from fecret rns. Confide- 
| rations ¢q 
| G29 D fers your fecret fins in the light of his watch fal 
| SA countenance, Plalgo.8. You can never fin ageeee 
| fo fecretlie, as co hide your fins from God. Study God fer. 
| Well thefe Scriptures, Pfal. 139. 1, 017, verf. teth fc. 
Fr-23.24. Heb.4.t3. Proy.s5.2%. For the mares cet fins 
of wean are before the eyes of the Lord, and. he pon- ete oe 
dereth all bis Soings. Whether your Wales are hes coun 
00d tenance, 
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pe HN ee te nM et 
eoodorevil, open or teeret, chey are before the 


_ eyes of the Lord, MD) rella e regiene, tight over 


Gods eyes. He pondereth, DIB He weigheth 
then in fcales; and many of our actions. he 
findech to be too light. There arefome fins fo 
fecrec that ober men might notknow them ; and 
fome ate fo fecret that a man might not know 
them himfelf; as fins of lgnorance, P/al.19.12, 
wWhocan underfiand his errours ? Cleanfe thou me 
from fecret faulis. But no fin cat be faid to be f{e- 
crec in refpect of God ; Ochers fee fome fia ix you, 
you may fee more in your felf; Bur Ged feeth all: 
becaufe he is omniicient. 

But chere are many fins which are fo fecrec chat 
we our felves fee them not: 
r. Imperfection of felf-knowledge. 
z.Excefs of felf-love. 
3.Deceitfulnefs of fin. 
4.Clofenefs of fin. 
gs. Want of wartchfulnefs. | 

But there is no fin can be hid from God, for 
God feerh the Nature, Number,and Aggravations 
of fecret fins. 


The caufes 
of this are 


a 


Many indeed have vailes for their fins chat 
they may not be difcerned by men, but God 
jooks through them: Lec-me inftance in thele 
following fins, chat appear to men in the fhape of 
etace, butin the fight of God are manifelt fins : 
Or fins vailed and masked wich plaufible preten- 
ces of good, yet are naked to the fight of 
God. 

1, Pride 


eo Me e a 


ET 


| 
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| 14 Pridecovered with humility; A proud per- gates 
fon often appears in the fhape of an humble eas 
Iman. In abafing of himfelf, difcommending ~~ 
himfelf, thar another may commend him, crying 
down himfelf, that another may cry him up; by 
: | difpraifing himfelf he would force and wre/# a com- 
i) mendation from other men: But if he difcom- 
| mend himfelf, do you difcommend him teo; if 
he fay fuch a thing was meanly done, if you 
9} fay, you think fo too, a proud man cannot bear 
Bi ics be cannot hear another fay of him whae 
he faich of himfelf: Buc this fecret pride God 
feeth. 
2. Hypocrifie masked with Zeal; Many feem 
to be forward in good wates, and zealous in good 
| works s bucSelf isthe end, 2 Kings 10,16. Come 
fee my Zeal, &c. 
| 3. Secret love of the World, covered with pretence 
| of care for their Family; Many havea cloak for 
the hiding of their covetoufnefs; of which you 
read, 1 Thef.2.5. For weither at any time uled we 
[)  fletcering words, nor acloak, of coveton{ne[s, God 1 
b)  witne(s; this is feen by God. 
7 4. Secret hatred againj? mens perfons, covered 
| with pretended zeal againft mens fins, Of covered 
with plaufible expreffions of love and amitie. 
Fudas had murdered Chrift in his heart, and yec 
Galis him Matter with his mouth, and kiffeth him, 
Mat.26.49. Many have wards {moother than oyl, yet 
have hatred {harper than fwords, Pfal.55.21- 
| 5+ Vain-glory hidden from men by pretended cha- 
| rity Many willdo good, telieve the poor, help 
thofe thac be in diftrefs, buc they aime at 
efteem 
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efteem amongf{t men, Matth.6.1, 2, 3,4. 

6. Self-intereft hidden from mes by pretence of the 
good of macns fouls, and the glory of God; fo a 

reaching hypocrite May pretend to lay out him- 
self for che good of mens fouls, and yec may 
ufe his Miniltry only as a trade to get a living 
by it. | 
tig Bla{phemous hard thoughts of God, might be 
bid from men by [peaking good words of God. 

S Inward murmurings repinings again? Gods 
Providences, may be hid from mex by words of great 
fubmiffion to the will of God. | 

9. Inward fle(bly luflings of hearts axd contem- 
plative wncléanne{s, may be kept fecret from men by 
chafte difcourfe. He may love the prefence of a 
perfon thac ts occation of fuch fecrét unclean- 
nefs, and commit adultery in his heart, and the 

erfor not know ofit, andthe offender {peaking 
cha(tly all chis while But I warn you in che 
d to ftrive againtt thefe fins, for 
though they are fecret to men, yet God fets 
thent-in the light of bis countenance. There 
are three eyes upon you when you afe in fe- 
cret, Vid 

1. The eyes. of Angels ood and bad, and 
chey may fee much of your fecret wicked- 
néfs. 

2, Theeye of Confcience, and this may fee 
mote fecret fin, than che Angels fee in you, the 
very thoughts of your heart. ; 

3, The eye of God. and his eye feerh more 
than che Clonfcience, 1 fah.3.20- And this view 


thit God hath of thy fecret fins'when he fets them 
amis in 
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Jin che light of his countenance hath thefe four 
} propercics. 
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Firft,Icis a clear and diftintt views God feeth 4 Propers 
ali che evil thereisin chy fecret fin. We have tics of 
a confufed fight of fin, and adim fight of fin: waite of 
we fee not fo much evil in the greateft fin as fccret 
chere is in che leaft: We fee not fo much evil in fins, 
open Prophanenefs as indeed there # ina vain 
thought = BurGod feeth all diflin@ly. Whata 
man hath before his eyes, chat is a fwable objet, 
ac an equal distance, and having a neceffary me- 
dium he feech diftinctly. 

Secondly, Ic is a fullerew ; As God feeth all 
the evilin any one fecret fin, fo he feeth all thy 
fecret fins. Alan may know none of them; thon 
kuowest (ome of theus, but God kuoweth all, When 
thou rurneft thy back co go into fecrec to commit 
fin, Remember then, thow art before Gods 
face. 

Thirdly, \c is a covftant view; W hat we have feen 
with our eyes might be quice razed out of our mes 
mories, but not out of Gods knowledge; and 
when Godis faid ro remember our iniquities no 
More, it is not to be underftood of real Oblivion, 
bur gracious remiffion. 

Fourthly, Icis a judicial view; If we fpeak of 
the fecrec fins of an hypocrice or a wicked man, 
then God fers them in his fight, asa Judge {ets 
before him the crimes of a Malefactor, ‘chacthey 
may beread ; he accufed, convicted, and execu- 
ted: If we fpeak of the fecret fing of Gods 

people, 


sa a akc 
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eople, God fets them before him as a Father 
eorh the mifcarriages of his child, not to difin~ 
herice him for ir, but to correct him and. cha- 
fife him. 

Thefe are the properties of Gods viewing our 
fecret fins, and {hall not chis move thee fo watch 
againft them, and abftain from them? Or haft 
chou not done that in fecret in the fight of God, 
which thou would(t have been afhamed to do 
openly inthe fight of men? There are fix com- 
fortable expreffions ( among others )-which che 
Scripiure ufeth, to fee forth Gods free patdon of 
our fins, wise 
~ Cafts them behind his back, //a.38.17- 

Blots chem out, /f4.43 -25¢ 

Calts them into the depths of the Se2,A4ic.7.19 

That he PRemembers them no more, 
Will be merciful to out onighte- G82 
oufnefs, 
Siides his face from our fins, Pfal.51.9. 

There are alfo fix terrible expreffions ( among 
others ) which the Scripture ufeth to fet forch 
Gods difpleafure againit men for {in vize 

Writes them in a book, Rev.20.12.« 

Seals chemin a bag, foo 14.17- 

_ _BRememberschem, Hof-7-2- 
That he & Marks them, Pfal.13°.3- 
Will vifit them, Per. 14.10. and 5.9. 
Serg them in the light of his countenance, 
P{al.90.8. 
If therefore there be any thing in the belie: 
ving thoughts of Gods viewing your fecret fins, 


so (as doubtlefs there 1s very much ) be careful chat 
you 
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i. 


you abftain from them, and not allow your felf 
in the M, 


SECTs I. 


5 Bs keep you from fecrec fins confider, That II. 


fecrecy is finning 1 no fecurity to the fianer 4 plata 
1S] a ~ 1 e) 
This isa confequent of the former, becaufeGod qyicy 


feeth you in fecrec, therefore you are not fafe, 
though your fin befecrer. You may fecure your 
credit and reputation awhile, by keeping your fin 
fecret from men, but nor your happinefs and fal- 
vation, While your fin is fecrec you may not be 
reproached for it by men, bur you fhall be dam- 
ned for it by God, if it be allowed and nor fin- 
cerely repented of. Many fhall be openly 
damned for fecret fins. Read P/ai.64. through- 
OU. 


This will be a xotable difcovery of the fiacerity of YI, 
thy heart, if thow dare/t not allow thy [elf i fecret Iisa 
fias. An Hypocrites greaceft care isconverfant fign of — 
about things viable and manifeft, wiz. His Con- fincerity, 
verfation, Profeffion, or Open tranfereflions, 
thefe are vifible. 

Bur the chings thac are fecret and hid from the 
eyes of men, in thofe he is carelefs and negli- 
sent. Bue a true child.of God, though he is 
not carelefs of his converfarion, yet he is efpe- 
cially mindful of his affections, and of the fecret 
Q frame 
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‘tame of his] bearc, 2 nd of the fins chat lye lurk- 
pg within him. 
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iV. Confider, God doth not effeens of men by what 


Ged they feens to - to tert but by what they really are. 
Ne Goddot h not jt idge ast cee dgeth ; Aten judge 
outward: Of the hearteby the “ahicn ns of the life, bru God judghel 
a ppea- of the allior Hs 5 by the “i Men judge of chat 
rances, pr haehiae is fecree-and invifible by chat Which i is open 

and vifible pth God judgeth of that which is 

open and v ifible , by that which is fecrer and-in- 
¢,  AWat.2 32 7+ Woe anto you Scribes, Pha- 
vifees, Hypocrites, fer ye ave like t usto whited Se= 
Cbres, YW: hich spin a hie! beaut iful loutward, but 


are within fall aed dead neers bones, and of all uncleas- 


wi 5 f “~ nr ny fe. 
i we[s. Ver.20.° Even fo ye alfa Filo appear 
H at » \ Pt } . 
ai righteor S Fs nto men, but within are of b Hares 
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V. Ic ts hatnows Luwmpiety for a man to eco BATE him- 
fo alloy ts 1H fecret. > Kings 17.96 
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There are many gfeac fins wrapped up in 
this, As, 

r, Damnable Infidelity ; They believe not. 
God feeth them, P/al.94-7:359+ 

2, Defperace Security 5 They hide God from, 
their eyes, and then chink they are fafe. 

3, Deep Stupiditys A degree furcher chan the 
former. 

4. Daring Infolency 5 Ic 1s bold prefumption 
to fin before Gods face. 
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Secret fins do provoke God as well as opes fins s VI. 
God is not like che finner chat hath better SECECE | 
fins pros 

P 


thoughts of fin, becaule itis fecret: The open= yoke God 
nefs of fin might add fomerhing to the eclipfing 
ot Gods glory, and to Gods difhonour, but 1c 
addech nothing to Gods hatred of fin, becaufe 


Gods hatred co fin, ## jin, 1s infinite. 


ie ee. oe 


Secret fins will grieve the Spirit of God ; And VII. 
cauteth him to withhold his influences from And 
thy heart, and to withdraw ‘his prefence from thy abet 
foul. As, . s 

1, Secret fins will caufe the Spirit of God to 
withdraw his witueffing prefence, and to fufpend 
his teftimony. 

2. They will caufe him co withdraw his com- 
forting prefence, that thou {hale not have thofe 
joyes that thou watt ufe to find when thou watt 
more careful co watch againit fecret fins. 

2. They wilt caufe him to withdraw his 

Q.2 guicksing 


iene 
pn nce, a 
} 
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guickning prefence, that thy hearc will be lefc i: 
more dead, and more dull, and thy affections will =} 


be more flat and cold. et 
4. They will caufe him to withdraw his 4f2- _| (nt 


| fring prefence ; that chou fhalt not be foable co “J } 
| perform duty, to refift temptation, to bear affli- | 
Gtion. Thus fecrec fins will make you -greac ff ’ 

lofers by grieving and quenching the Spiric of | 
God. | 
ip 


VIII. = Secret fius will exceedingly difturb the peace of thy | \ 
ay And de- Gonfcience, They will make great gafhes in thy | 
‘a ogee fouls they will wound furely, they will wound 
| ’ , forely anddeeply; They may make thee go with 
a forrowful hearcunto thy graves; They maycoft § ' 
theemany a groan, and figh and tear, manya 
prayer and (trong cry to God before thy ‘peace | 
may be reftored, and thy Confttence healed,and = | 
thy hearcbound up. They may bethe breaking | ! 
: |) of thy bones, and thy heart too, thatchou maylt ff 
A i | think God is thine enemy. | 


: 

| IX. ° . Secret fins will binder the growth of thy grace; | | 
Hinder Aconftanc courfe of allowed fecrer finning, ar- | | 

3 grace. = gues the Naullity of grace; and fecret fins,through 

i carelefsnefs committed by Gods people, will 

‘| hinder much the excreafe of grace. They will 

2 | be like a frofttorthe bloflom; Likea Worm and 

if Caterpiller co che fruits of the» Earth. Secrec 

fins by experience you will find will much hin- 

der your, 
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1, Faith; That you hall not believe fo fted- 
| | faftly. | ! 
2, Defire ; You (hall not chirft after God and | 
. | Chrift fo ftronely. q 


1-3. Loves You will not love God and Chrif fo 
| Ardently. 
| ° 4. Delight; You will not delight in God fo 
frequently. 
s. Hope; You will not hope for Heaven fo 
| livelily. 


' 6. Evidences ; Youwill not lay claim to hea- 
ven fo confidently. 


| Secret fins will hinder your fervent praying, and X. 
will ftop the Audience of your prayers. hey will And tet- 
| exceedingly damp your affections at the throne of rasicr 
| grace, and make you {neak in the prelence of and pres i 
a God, that youcannot have that liberty and con- vent au- | 
fidence in prayer, becaule Confcience will be in- dence. } 
terliving thy prayers, and fay, Thou prayeft 
again{t this fin, and yet thou didft not watch 
| again{tit, but didft knowingly commitie. They 
| will Gop chy mouth chat chou canft not Peak, and 
| they will (top Gods ears, that he will not hear, 
Pfrl.66.18. If I regard sniquity 1 my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me. 


Secret fins will harden thy heart, and make thee XI. 
more prone to commit open fins. They will ftrengthen Do har- 
the evil habic of fin, and make thee more incline “°™ 
to vifible tranfereffions, and increafe the pro- 
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a) 


penficy of chy heartto'greaterevils. Thus Judas 
giving way to fecret covetoufnels did ripen the 
heart more and mote co betray 


Inclination of his bt 
his Matter. 


Secret fins will fiop the Communications of Gods 
fecrets to thee; ‘There are fome fecrets of God, 
which he doch not communicate to any manin 
this life, De éute29.29- Secret things bel long tothe 
Lord eur God: bt things revealed belong to us, and 
to our children for ever, “that we may do all the words 
of ths Law. Butthere arefome fécrets of God 
chat he doch reveal unto bis people, and ro thofe 
thac makeconfcience of fecret fins, Prov. 3.32. 
But t bs fecret ts with thanaghecoease § Pfal 25.14. The 
fecret of the Lord es with thew. that fear him, and 
be will {hem them his Covenant. .The Revealed 
things of the Gofpel are feeret tongs to wicked 
men; the Go ofpel is hid to th em, 2 Gor.4.4. 
Regeneration isafecrerto them. Fath in Chritt 
isa fecret ro them. TA jeyts OF 8 the hea and 
the comforts of che Holy Gboft are things hid- 
den tra thenf.. But if you dare not allow 


¢ 


your felf in fecret inning, you fhall have many 
fecret Intimations of the love of God into your 
foul; many fecrécillapfes of his Spiric into your 


Ff you make coufcience é i Se Créet ‘fins you {als have 
at oD fa 7} ver, ay ‘the W ha t Chrift fi ith cofic erning 
fecret duties, Ada 6.6. Hasse when thou prayeft 
Eater 
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mena 
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‘ ‘aes iil EY OND Sesame . | 
| enter into thy Clof et, “and whtn tht a halt {rt 6) “aeseeely- | 
¢ aor pray. to thy Father wich 4 14 fecret, amily ae han | 
, | Pather which feet hia fecret {hall reward thee operlys have sn 
This 1s true ai{o of a> tal ining from iecret Mn op te. 
whi ooent } wal 1 


nings, God will rewar 
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} (} s affift Ance tre 7 1 thei 


thow haft L least help, “Ane Ered ft 
Tfé chy SG be vifible, thy jrz end cory reprove thee, j.. 
1. | { 5 


and he may help to tecover thee. iF ty fin DE from @ 
‘ h rhee tar it 4 4 i ‘ 
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wiftt sle, chy enemy may ep oacin. Tie ie 


rance 
\ 


| agit Saye chy repentance. Dut It thy 
fin be fe fH i thou Wi It not have ¢ r 
| occafions of epentance and therefore where 
. thou arc lea! t capable of advantages and help 
therein be the greatelt friend un 


pe 
Oo mw 


| from others t 


thy felf, 
! Thus if you would walk aX) (wera bly fo r Goa 


hiding of you in the fecret of his sb Seal 
rime of da inger live not in z.cou! {é of 

1 nd for your help herein 10 
I) sche fecond Queftion. vit 


SECT. Ul: 


oleae at Amearne fr 
Wis H af ¢ aré the he Ne bs f Ma mea 1) , Lie Owe. 2, 
V enabling of a Chriftian co abuain frOM. Helps a- 


aeati fins and Cecret fins. gai 
Fil your mind with actual, elieving cret finss 
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5 of Gods all-feeing eye. Vhen you are ~ d his 
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All che thoughts of your heart, and all che mo- 
tions of your affections are known co him, 
2Cor4.2. But have rexonncea the hidden things of 
difhonefty, not walking in craftine[s, nor handling 
the Word of God deceistfully, but by manifefPation of 
the trath, commending our felves to every mans con- 
[erence in the fight of God. Pfal.t39.11. Jf I fay 
the darknefs {hall cover mets even the night {hall be 
light about me. Vete12. Yea, the darkue[s hideth 
wot frem thee, but the night {hineth as the day: the 
darknefs and the light are both alike to thee. It is the 
Atheitm and Infidelity of meis hearts that en- 
courageth them to fin, becaufe iris fecret. 

2. Firmly believe, and often think of the 
judgement to come. Then will God meke manifett 
every fecret thing; The thoughts of the heare 
fhal} chen be revealed. If thou wouldft nor 
have thy fecret fin produced at the laft day, and 
publifhed before alf che world, do not commic 
ity Eccle[.12.14. For God fhall bring every work 
tito judgment, with every fecret thing, wherher it be 
good, or whether it be evil, Rom.2.16. Inthe day 
when God {hall judse the fecrets of men by Fefus 
Ghrift, according to my Gofpel.... 1 Cor.4.5. There- 
fire judge nothing before the time, untill the Lord 
come, who both (Pall bring to light the hidden thines 
of darkne[s, and will make manifeft the conx{els of 
the hearts, and then {hall evcry man have praife of 
God. 

3. Get a deep rooted hatred in thy heart to fix. He 
that haceth fin ealy will not indulge himfelf in 
cominitting fin fecrerly: For crue hatred of fin 
will fecthe {cul with ftrongeft oppofition acainit 
it, 
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ah es a 
it, acall cimes, and all places: Hatred: to fin as 
fin, will be to all fia, whether open or factors fie 
that hates a Toade, will hate ic in his Chamber or 
Clofer, as wellasin the Field ; yea, the nearer Ic 
isto him (if in his Bed) his hatredis raifed fo 
much the more: and, the wearer fin is to your 
heart, the more you (hould hate it. ethac can fin 
fecretly , when he will nor openly , it is not be- 
caufe he hates che fix, but becaufe he hates the 
difgrace, which chat fin would expofe him to be- 
fore Men. 
4. Poflefs thy heart with the trae fear of God: True fear. 
Fear of fhame, and leffening ourefteem among 
Men, might keep from open fins ; but the fear of 
God doth Geel and Antidore che heart againft all 
Gns: When our reftrainc from fin is termina- 
tedin God, it will be a general prefervative againft 
all forts of fin. . 
gs» Get, avd increafein uprightne/s of heart 5 che Upright- 
more of fincerity,the lefs in fecret finning.Hype- nefs of 
crifie is confiftent witha conftant courfe of fecret heart, 
fin, but fincerity of heart doth diminifh the acts 
and habits of fin. 
6. Make it your great defign to have the appro- Defign 
bation of Gad: He that doth bunt after the com- Gods ap 
endation of Men, willbe good when Men co Biobaete 
fee him; bur, he that feekes for the approbation f 
of God, endeavours tobe good ar all times, and 
‘nail places: Rom. 2.29. But, heisa Few,which 
is'one tawardly, and Circamcifion is that of the heart, 
ja the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whofe praife 1s 
not of Aden, but of God. 2 F1M,2.15. Study to 
fhem thy felf approved unto God. 


q. Be 
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Be watch- 9. Bevery watchful over your heart when "oH are 
ful. alone: and over your outward Senfes w vhen you are vs 
Company. He that doth nor diligently wach, 4) @ 

ill frequently fin: there will be many fecrec ( 
Rirrings of Unbelief in your hearc, and 3 Pride, @ 
and of Vain-Thoughts, either injected bythe De- 
vil, or arifing from che Corruption in your own | 
heart: A fecrec enemy mu (t be watched more @l 


narrowly, and io mult fecret fins. | 
Supprefs 8. Suppr efs the firft motions of fin: crafh this | 
fit mocti- Cockarrice in the Egec: : do not dally with fecret an 
onsoffin. Temptations unto Sin: abftain from every ap- 9] | 
pearance of fecrerfins: If you aretoo muc hgiven 1B: 
to contemplative Uncleannefs, avoid fuch things | 
, as may occafion it, as beholdine o of ObjeGs, ec. | 
Senfe of 9. Get a deep Imprefsion of Gods kindue[s and it 
pe mercy tuto thy foal: Many of Gods Mercies to | : 
ove, 3 


thee are fecret Mercies, which none can infailibly 
fee inthee, but thy felf: as Grace, and the love of | 
God fhed abroad in' thy hearc: and, let the fenfe } ‘ 
of Gods fecret love to thee keep thee from fecret | 
finnings againft God, then wilt chou fay wich Fo | 
feph, when The was tempted to fecrer uncleannefs, : 
Gen. 39.75 9510 How cand dashit great wicked- | 
ne{saud fin again? God? 

Secretdue 10. If you would be kept from feeret fins , be 
ties, much in fecret duties: He that hath all his duties 
abroad , will havea neft of fecret fins ac home: | 
And this brings me.to the fecond general Head | 
about fecret Good. 
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| SECTION IV. 


| Econdly , Maintain fecret Dut ies, and efpe- ¢ 
| cially mind che fecret chings of Publick Du- ‘ 
| ties: this parc.confiftery of uwo Branches, 


ehi 


| ¢ Maintain fecret Duties. 
2, Minde Secret things in Publick Duties. 


Be mech with Ged whew you are alone : Let nota 
crel. 

i 1. Bemuch in fecret Prayer: 
| Gen. 32°24. 100 

day. ti chis you have che 


e 
himfel \f, yw no was much ip {ec ret 
23. ps. wh J€72 he ¥) 
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ale 


ra ges if not convenient for you to expre{s 
the ‘hearing of Ae . take rime then co do th 
when you are aleve in lec 


Fs ci ?*f ¢ 
‘A af tT, y ‘ LTB! / A é 2 
1S prattife and ex IMpie, LV Als 6. 6. 
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| I. Keep up a conant courfe of feeret canna 


|, your Religion lie without doores : efpecially be 
| muchin the Practife of thefe four Duties in fe- 


This hath been 
| the practice of the holy Men of God, fo Faced, 
lud Fach was | eft alone: and there 
: weraftled a Man with him, while the breaking of the 
e ermine of Chrift 
Prayer, | Pils 
had fen t the A Anltitudes amay, he 


te i 4 + avd DLR 
vot Hp i into a Mowntay apart t o Pray 4 An 1G whe as 

sie bk hsvealos ‘ ms ee 
the evening wis come He was Ler al {OL » You have 


~~ Ot ef x Atta 
bs uUpod oan heart 5 you nave 


{mr 
e fecret and q hid iden workings of Gia in a 


rec: Youhave the com- 
is fecrec duty, as well as 


2, Be freqene in felf-exanination in fecret > 
When you are alone, be mucnin converfing 
. with 
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with your felf, and ofcen in looking down into 
your own heart,enquiring after thetruth of grace, 
and your growch therein: afterche Mortification 
of fin, and your growth therein: Pfal.4.4. Stand 
in awe and fin not: commune with your own hearts 
upon your bed , ana be ftill. Commune with your 
felf, whether you fec adue valuation upon the 
meanes of Grace: whether you thrive in_holi- 
nefs, according to the time and meanes that you 
have had: Comsnsune with your felf, whether your 
Converfation be fuitable to your Profeffion, and, 
as becomes the Gofpel : whether you are fic to 
die, and prepared for another World: in your 
fecret Chamber commune with your own hearts 
about fuch things as thefe. 

3. Be muchin fecret Reading of the Word of 
God: A Worldling, when he is alone, will 
fpend much time in Reading over his Wri- 
tings, his Bonds and Bills, his Leafes and Ac- 
quictances: and, will not you cake as much pains 
in fecret reading of the Word of God, which are 
the Writings upon which you muft both build 
your Evidences for Heaven, and try them by- 

4. Be much i fecret meditations: When you 
are alone, let your thoughts be dwelling upon the 
Life to come; in thinking of your furure happinels; 
Oh, what Inward warmth may you have, when 
you are alone, if you would bur fill your minde 
with fome believing fore-thouchts of che Life to 
come. 
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SECTION  V. 


I. A Inde fecret things in Publick Duties: AS secret 
as I things in 


have noted before) che moft effectual meanes of Publick 
y duties, 


your prefervation is vilible, buc 


your prefetvation were fecret and invifible: yo 
have not feen the way thac God bath taken in 
keeping you; he hach fecretly kepr you by his 
Power ; he hath given a fecret Charge to his Ane 
gels over you; So, let your Duties (that God 
requires fhould be Publick and Vifible) be fo: 
Bur chen, let your principal care be about the fe- 
cret and invifsble things of publick, and wifible du- 
Lies. 
The fecret and invifible thingsin publick du- 

ties, which we are to mind, are poe 

I willinftancein fix of each of them. 

Six chings in a gracious heart in publick Duties, 
are fecrec andinvifible. 

1, The communion that agracious heart hath 
with God in publick duties,is fecret and invifible: 
You may heara Mans Expreflions, and you may 
{ee his Teares, and hear his Groanes, bur, whe- 
ther he haverrue communion with God, isfucha 
fecrer, that none can know bur himfelf. 

2. The joyes that a Chriftian hath in publick 
guties, are fecret and invifible joyes:: expreflions 

of joy and praife may be heard, and outward dif- 
coveties of joy there may be, buc this joy it felfis 
a fecret thing: Whether you have indeed true 
friritual joy in publick duties, none can know buc 
your felf, 3, the 
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3. The principle chat puts a Man upon publick 
duties, isa fecrer and invifible thing: Whether 
you Pray or Preach, or do any publick'dury, out of 
2 Principle of love and fear of God, is {uch a fe- 
crec, that none can tell but your felf. 

4. The masner, it-which publick duties are 
performed, isa fecrec and invifible thing : Whe- 
cher there be the exercifeof Faith, and Repen- 
eince for Sin, and love to God, and defire after 
Spiricual things, is fuchafecrer, chat by-ftanders 
cannot know. 

5. Theead a Man propounds unto himfelf in 
publick duties, is fecrec and invifible: Whethera 
Daty be done for rhe glory of God, for the good of 
others , for che enjoying more communion with 
God, for more frrength again(t fin, orwhether ic 
be for felf-imtereft, and carnal ends, is onely 
known toa Mans oWn Confcience : Your duties 
Men may fez, buc yourend they cannot fee, 

6. The peculiar aime,and defien of a gracious foul, 
in publick duties, again{t fome pecwlar fis, and fe- 
eret corruption, ts a fecrec and invifible ching: a 
Man may be heard to pray againft a bofome, dar- 
ling luft, but, whether his defign is to get down 
che power of this fin, is onely known unto him- 
felf, Thefe be che Gx things 1n publick duties chat 
are fecrer, which you muft elpecially labour afcer 
in all fuch duties. 
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SECTION VI. 


Ix things in pablick duties, that are evil, but. 
yet fecret and snvsfible : as there hath been vn in 
fome fecret danger Which you have been in, WhED publick 
not difcerned it, and, fome fecret in- duties to 
feétion God hath kept you from ; foin publick du- be avoid- 
ties ( the fame may be in fecret duties alfo) there ed. 
are fome fecret evils you are to watch againit, 
1, There may be fecret wubelicfe lurking in the 
heart, when a Man in Prayer is pleading particu- 
lar Promifes with his mouth; you may hear aman 
urge the Promifes of God for removal of evil, 
For obtaining of good; bur, wherher he. act faith 
upon thefe Promifes, or whether there be not in 
che mean while fecret unbelief, doubting of the 
truth of chis Promife, or efpecially of the appli- 
cation of ‘it co himfelf, is known onely to himfelf, 
risa fecret to thofe that joyn with him. 
2. Hypocrifie in publick duties is a fecrer ching: 
Whether your heart be upright and fincere with 
God, or falfe and hypocritical, is a fecret unto 
others3 yea, fometimes ic is fuch a fecret chac 
mich not be known by a Man himfelf. 
>. Inward-heart-Pride in publick duties 1s a fe- 


you have 


3 
crec ching: A Man may de full of felf-loathing- 
exprefions, and of humble geftures, and yet his 


ry! 


heart might be lifted up with fsiritusl pride, and 
felf admirations, and towring thoughts of his own 


worth andexcellency, and {uicablenets and free- 
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dom of expreflion, anda by-ftancer cannot per- 
ob 


ceive if, 
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rec thing: A Man might have lively expreflions 
in publick Prayers. and feeming warmth of affe- 
Gion, and fuch things chat might affect and warm 


che hearcs of others; and yet his own hearc be 


aa eee, 


¢ 


he { 
dull.and lukewarm, yea quice cold in that dury< 

5. Wandring thoughts, in pudlick duties, are fe- 
crer things: Aman mayufe rhe Nameof God, 
and the Attributes of God, and yet his choughts 
may be upon fomerhing elfe: others may fee you 
engzced in the duty , and fee your outward ge- 
flures, but are ftrangers tothe {ecret wandrings of 
your mind. 

6. The inclination of the heart to fin, in pub- 
lick duties , is afecrec thing: A Man may con- 
fels Gn’, and bewaile ic with Tears, and beg for 
power agrinftic, and yeche may havea fecret is- 
clination of hearc co this very fin, and fecret pur- 
pofes of heart tokeepic, and afecret fear, leaft 
God (hould hear his Prayers, which he makes 
againft this fins; Whether you hare that fin in 
your heart, which you bewaile with your Tongue, 
is known onely to your felf: and, if indeed you 
know it your felf,it is a good degree of felf-know- 
ledge. Thus, as God hath kept you in an invifi- 

le manner,and moff by invifisle and fecret means, 
and preferved you from fecret atid invifible dan- 
ger that you have been in: If you would live it 
fome meafure anfwerably to o great a Mercy, you 
mutt have a fpecial care of minding the fecret 
and invifible chingsin Chriftianiry, and abftain 
from fecret and invifible fins. 
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Since you 


Ath God {pared you in time of Pefti- pinct y 
mia lence; Thex be dead unto the World, and ecb er 


to things below: Take heed that you do plague, 
not returne with too great an eagernels be dead 


after ‘thé Affairs.of.this world 5 asif you had not te the 


feen -fuch fights,as you have feen, of Death, and World, 


the» vanity of che'World: You are not dead in 


» your Grave ; let this Mercy move you to bedead 


tothe World, and finful AffeGions: You are li- 
ving ia the World, but, you muft be dead to the 
World... Ic isto be feared, chat there are many 


will. beas eagerly bene after che things of chis 


World, as they were before; notwith{tanding 
the - Courfe thac God hath taken by fmsarting 
udgments , to weane chem from the World: 

Thac will be like unto a Stream ftopped and 
dammed up; whenir getsover the Bankes, and 
che obftruction is removed, runneth down with 
oreater force, God hath put many by cheir way 
of Trade, for fome AZoneths ; Now cake heed, 
that through over-much eagernefs, to regain what 
Jofs you have fuftained by che forbearance of your 
Calling , you do not lec out too much of your 
heart and affections upon thefe things; nor give 
them more of your time, than you can well al- 
OR low 
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Profits 
of the 
world, 


Are core 
ruptible. 
Hurtful. 


Uinprofi- 
table, 


low from the xeceffary Daties of Gods imme. | 
diate, Worfhip, andthe things char do.concerne | 
the {tate of your Soules im che life tocome;~ * 


Profits, 

J Honouts, 
Pleafures, 
Wifdom , 


Be derd to the? 


SECTION “H: ° 
I. Nock: not you be dead to, undtake heed of re- 


turning, in your love; back. again unto the 
Riches of the World, afcer fuch’a Judement'as this | 
hath been? To prevent an over-eager purfuit of 
the Riches and Profits of this World, when (by 
the removal of this Judgment) you have oppot- 
tunity of returning co your Callings ; confider, 
1, The Riches of chis world are corruprible 
riches ; they are :perifhing treafures: Silver and 
Gold are things corrmpting others, and ate corrup- | 
tible in themfelves , 1 Pet. 1.18,19, But, you | 
have an incorrupuble Kingdom and Crown be- | 
fore you to ftrive afcer, referved in Heaven for | 
‘ believers, and for thofe thar are fo vehemently fet | 
for Heaven, rhac chey will take it by force. | 
2. The riches of this world are wmprofitable 
riches; therefore be nor coo eager in your purfuic — 
of snprofitable profits: They capnot profit you in 
time of ‘greateft need. Have nor you had rhe ex. — 
“perience of the unprofitablenefsof riches ? chac 
they are unprofitable (1.) For diverting of Jade. | 
ments 


oc a 


sera valhing Plagne 


de. upon you ; 


ments, or removing evils chat co! 
whether. tessporal, as Sick 


P 


Minde, Te 


inital, 38. Hardnefs. of Heare,, Blindnefs 
nee ; none of all chele 
Idly riches, (2,) For the 


rrots of Confct 


cin be ‘removed by wor 
procuring of goods waecher temsparat.s 
dy , as Healch in time of Sic 
time of Pain; or fpiritmal, for the Soul, either 
Grace,.or Comfort, or Glory ;. if 
wounded, they cannot heale your Con{ciences., 
nor comfort your Hearts. 

3e--Lhe -rich¢s 
burcfal co the owner 


5 
the Sun, 


s, of Eafe in 


anf{cience be 


of this world are ofrentimes 
and pofteffor of chem,Ecclel. 
13. There isa forecvil which Ihave [een under 
namely, riches kept for the owners thereof ta 
ver burt you: 


their hart. Grace and Christ can ne 
bur, your riches may, by being 
étions in holy duties 
rations to you in yourconverfe in 
incréafing your account , when you have not 
improved them. 


4. Ther 


to your affe- 
by being faares and cemp- 
che world; by 


iches of this world are axcertain riches, Uncet- 


3 Tim. 6.17. after you have gotthem, you may 
prefently lofe them: The lofs of outward riches 


may arife, 


Force and Power; by fraud 


t. By Men; by 


and deceit. 


2.By Cafualcy ; your Houfes may be confumed 


with fames of Fire. 
3. By Gods fecret Curfe, Hag.t. 6. —~He that 
earneth wages, carweth wages to put into a bag with 


holes. 


5. The riches that Men get in chis world 
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éafily valued A Mans Eftate is eafily computed ; 
But there are riches in Chrift, whichare asfearch- 
able : feck and fearch after more of them} Ephef: 
6. When you have got them chey will noc fa- 
tisfie your defires, Ecclef. 5. 10. 


Il. Should wot yon be dead tothe honours of this 


Honours yyyfd. which will be a bait co many after fuch a 


adgment ? Should noc you, who are yet alive to 
behold the Graves of fome Honourable Perfons, 
yom inthe duft, call off your heare from feeking 
after them? Have you nor feen, that Death‘re- 
{pects not the Honourable more than the Igno- 
ble 2 the Reverend and Efteemed no more than 
the Mean and Conremptible? Thofe that have 
Honourzble Names and’ Titles, Honourable 
Friends and Relations, Honourable Caljings' and 
Imployments, Honourable Preferments and En- 
joyments, are equalized in the Grave with others: 
And, have not you feen fome fall ? and, heard of 
others in’ this Judgment, and yer, after all this, 
et your heart upon the Honours of tnis world? 


IIE. Should not you be dead to the pleafures of thes 


plealures pyr/d , which will be {nares for others? Should 


you, after fuch a Judement:as thw, give your fel 
to live a fexfnal ficih-pleafing life >and fpend your 
time in needlefs delights and recreations ? when 
you have heard fo many dyiag Men complain of 
the lofs of time, when they were well, and ‘che 
want 
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wane of ime when they cametoidie? Confider 
what thefe Pleafures be, chat you are fo much ad- 
diéted to ; char fuch fadning forrowful fights, chac 
you" have feen, will nox wean you from them - 
Nay, wien Gods fmarting Rodwupon your, own 
body,s-by the Plague , will non imbiccer, your 
worldly pleafures and delights ; out, you will go 
out.of fuch adread/«l Judgment of God, to your 
Gamings and Sports; co the pleafing.of che fleth, 
in facistying the lu(ts and defires chereof , in.acts 

of ‘uncleannefs. i 
Gonfider  thefe: (1,) are: jhort pleafures , 
they are bur for alittle- while; theyre pifling 
away while you are at them: Bur, thefe /hore 
pleafures may bring you to erersal corments and 
endlefs woe, Heb,11.25. Choofing rather to {uf- 
fer afflittions with the People of Gods thento enjoy 
the pleafures of fin for a feafon, (2.) By giving 
up your felves unto chefe Pieafures, you deprive 
your felves of the Piealures of Gods Houle in his 
Ordinances, which others drink of, Pfal. 36.8. 
(3). You deprive your felf of che Pleafures of 
Gods Houfe abovein Heaven; of che Rivers of, 
Pleafures which are at Gods right hand for ever- 
more, Pfal. 16.11. (42) Thefe pleafures are more 
bruti(h pleafures, and do but delight che more bru- 
ufh, z.¢. fenfitive parc in Man::The rational 
Soul, a (uch, is not delighted inche pleafures- of 
the Flefh , in eating and drinking, a Horfe doch 
find pleafure in this as much as you; and fome 
unreafonable Creatures herein do excel. youe 
(5-) They are empty, and wnfatisfying pleafures : 
they do not fill, content, nor fatiate, chem 
. R 3 chat 
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IV. ‘Should wot yon bedead to, ana take heed of 
vefting ve the vifdoms of the world in the atcain- 
ment r onely of Humane Learning ; after you have 
feen the Learned die as the Jenorane; and the 
Wife Man-as the Fool: Humane Learnine is 
more defirable than Riches and Honours, and the 
Pleafures of this World; bur, yevit is Hot tobe 
acquiefced in; without the knowledg of God in 
Chrift. Noriows in Learning will never deliver 
fromm the Torments of Hell: many /earned fiz- 

vers have eone’toverernal Mifery, and their tor- 
ments there are greater chan the torments of the 
Tgnorauc, and ‘unlearned s the vanity of che 
wifdom of chis World, compared wich the know- 
ledge of Chtift, appeares, in that 

1, Je-cimnort redrefs che finfulnefs of the 
ghoughts, nor helpegaintt che vanity of the mind : 
The wife and fearned Heathens became vain in 
their imaginations, Row. 1. 2T. 

2: Ir doch nor prevent finful elections, and 
choife°of the will: Men of erese knowledge 
choofe the World, and Hénouts, and phe and 
Preferments before Chrift. 

3.-Ic-doth “nee remedy a finful CiadeMenibh 
Many ktiow chifies to be evil, and yer oe abgigae : 
and fo is'an eegravation of their fin, and will be of 
heir mifery.o- © 

> 4 Te dothinorifesfow Mens communications, not 
prevent corrupt? Difcoulfes ; but makes ‘them 
. 7 more 
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feorn Godlinels ; jelt with . 
= Profeffors of the Gol= 
3 Ace of Cbriftsic is (1.) the 
ledge, {2..) Icis che foref knowlecgs 
€ che Spiric of God: 


being by che Revelation © 
Thus cake acrue ac=" 


(3.) kris, faving knowledg¢ : 

count of all the shings 5 che deff, rhe molt exicel- 
leasthe mott défrrable, things ‘a this world; and 
you. will fee no rezfon why you (hould wholly {pend 


rhe re(idue of thartime, which God hath tent you" 
purfuir of any 


from .the Grave, in fuch an eager 

thing of this life. 
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Uc, thar you may know , whether you ( yet 
living) are dead to the things of this world , 

I {hall give you this general Character, Vids 
If you carry yout felf towards the world, as 
thofe that are dead to God, do catry rhemfelves 
cowards God, then are you dead unto the world : 
and, this general 1s refolved into thefe particu- 
lars. 
1, Thofe that are dead to God, they [ee no real ex- 
cellency in God and Chrift 5 buc chey fee fomething 


‘nos of theworld: they {6E MOLE char is 
eir Pro- dead ro 


rheir Pleafures and De- theworld 


mote in.the thing 
excellency in their Gold and Silver ; 10 th 


firs and Preferments ; in 
lights: fo, if you ate dead to the world , you do 
notadmire the Choifeft and che Chiefeft chings 
that are therein ; bur, do fee mot¢ real worth in 


God and Chrift, and one dram of Grace; chen 
a R 4 in 


auihGumtemerenn "2 
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in all cheAZsnes of the moft precious things in Na- 
cure: and, in your praétical judgment do account 
them but dung and drofs in comparifon of the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus our 
Lord, 

2. Thofe that are dead to God, do make choice of 
the World, and the thirgs thereof, before God: The 
will, following the sétimate comparative, praQti- 
cal diGtate of che underftanding, in wicked Men, 
doth choofe Earchly things before God and 
Chrift: For, chough their abfolute juacoment might 
be for God, yet the comparat judgment ( allar- 
cumftances confidered)is for the world ; and cheir 
will doch make choice of ic accordingly: So, if 
you are dead tothe world, youmake choice of 
God. for your chiefef# good, and greatelt happi- 
nefs. For, though you may, in your abfolute judg- 
ment, look upon the Things of the world, ufed 
with moderation, afid keprin cheir proper place, 
ascood ; yet, in your comparative judgment (all 
circumftances confidered) you do #ltimately con- 


clude, That God is betrer in himfelf and for’ 


you, yea, in both refpects, and your will doth 
choofe him accordingly. 

3. Thofe that are dead to God, though they may 
Pray toGod, and talk of God, yet they do this as 
though they did se not : and Pray, as if they Prayed 
wot: God hath their Zongaes, but, che world hath 
cheir Hearts. So,if you ate dead to the world, 
though you may calk of the world, and Trade in 
the world, yer you do all this as if you did’it nors 
You buy asif you poffefled not ; and you ufe this 
worldas if you ufed ic not: and, though the 
world 
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world may have your hands,’ yet God hath yout 
heart. 

4. Thofe that are dead to Gad: they are net tron- 
bled at the lofs of God, nor rejoyce at the tidings bow 
they may have the enjoyment of hina So if you are 
dead tothe World, you are not chiefly troubled 
at the lofs of thefe things, nor counc it fo great 
matter of joy, if you have chem and enjoy them. 
A man that is dead toGod defireth the world, 
and lec who will look after God : So a man cead 
to the world, defireth God, and lec who will 
look after che World as his portion, and his chiefeft 
happinefs, he will nor. 

5. A manthat w dead towards God,u uot reftrai- 
nea from fin by Gods woff terrible threatmngs ; 
though God threaten him wich eternal death and 
everlafting damnation, with the lofs of heaven 
and eternal happinefs, if he perfa(t in his wicked- 
nefs, and continue in fin, yet fear of ché pu- 
nifhmencof Jofs, nor of che punifh ment of fesfe, 
will not awaken him ro Converfion and through 
Reformation. So aman that is dead towards 

the World, all che chreatnings of men, that he 
fhall have inflicted upon him, divers penalcies, 
lofs of goods, libercy, life, yee all this is noc 
cogent to bring him in to a coarfe of fin,and co do 
wickedly. 

6. A man that w dead towards God, 1 not draws 
nor allared with the precious and moft glorious promi- 
fesof Godtodo that which % good; Though God 
promife him heaven and eternal happinefs, che 
pardon of fin, and his favour, yet.all his moves 
him norto come to Chrift, nor forfake his fins: 

So 
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Soa man chat isdead to rhe world, all che offers, 
preferments, enticements of the world to aljure 
him inco fin will not'prevail, he, is dead co,thefe 
things; and offers and overtures Of the greareft 
things move not.adead man, Thus you may try 
whether you are dead ro the world/or no. You 
live in the world, even after fuch a devouring 
Peftilence, you cannot live anfwerably to chis 
great mercy, except. you be dead to the 
World. 


ahasaadereaaeoeaaes 


DIRECTION. Vil. 


Ath God {pared you in time of Peffilence, 
then now be deadto fin, kill your fin, and fo- 
lemnize the funeral of your lafts; becaule 
you live afcer fuch a judgment, fuch a mercy 


a doth oblige to the death and burial of fin. 


be buried You are not buried with others in their graves, 


with 


Chriff. 


buc you fhould be burted wieh Chritt, Rom.6.4. 
Therefore we areburied with him by Baptifm ito 
death, that like as Chrift was raifed from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, eves fo we alfo {hould walk 
in newuels of life. Ver. Knowing this that our 
old mean 18 crucified with him, that the body of fin 
might be deftroyed, that henceforth we (honld not 
ferve fie. In which Scripture are fer down thefe 
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Mortification, 
Vivification. 

2. The caufe of our Sanctification, oz. com- 
munion with Chrift in his Death, Burial, and Re- 
furrection: , 

3. The Teftimony and Pledge of it, our Bap- 
ufm. 

4. The growth and progrefs of Mortification; 
we {hould aime at the coral deftruction of the 
body of fin, by the Crucifying, Deftroying, and 
Burial of fin, 

You have feen the death of thoufands, and you 
have feen the Burja/ of thoufands, toall thefe 
add axe more Funeral, and thatis the Funeral of 
your fins. Do you out-live this Judgmenr, and 
fhall your fins do fo too ? God forbid. This 
would be to live altogether unanf{werably to fo 
eteatamercy. You live, but your fins fhould 
be dead in you, and you unto your fins, Rom.6.11. 
Likemsfe reckon ye alfo your (elves to be dead indeed 
anta fin: but alive unto God through. Fe(us Chrift 
our Lord. ‘Though you live, yet muft you be 
buried. 


1.The parts of Sanctification, 


Now Believers are buried in rhree refpects : 

1. Inrefpect of their good mames, as they are 
reproached by the wicked; The throats of the 
wicked are the Sepalchres, or burtal places of the 
eood names of Gods peoples this is part of a 
Belrevers fufferings. 

2. Inrefpect-of Self-denzal. Believers muftbe 
no more’taken with che thibgs of this World (fo 
far 
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sat_as (0 draw. toem from God ) than aperfon 
deid and buried and lying in his gtave. 

3. {orefpedt of che Morir fication of fin, and 
thele two lalt ste our duty; aad of this laft I 
would {peak a lictle, following che Metaphor, in; 
which there is fone difference, ana fome agree- 
mencin the burtal,of our fin, and in common 
burial. 


», Differ- The difference in thefe Refpects. 
encesbee = Firff, We bury our friends weeping for their 


tween death, defirous of their life, withing, on thar chis 
the buri- , i ; 
aii | alofour My Friend bad not died; oh chat I could have 
VW friends kept btm in life: But we mult bury our fin re- 
a) and our joycing, as thofe that are glad of ics death; Noe 
4 fins, weeping becanfe fin 1 dead, bat that wt once did 
1 lve. : 7 
2 | Secondly, We bury our Friends wich hopes that 
i they {hall rife again,yaod live again: Burt we mutt 
i} bury our fins with hopes they fhall never live 
a i more; never return to them more. 
a 
i The refemblance holds in thefe particulars : 
a1 sRefem- 1, The Burial of fin fuppofech the death of fin 
a | blances. Never any man yet buried his finsalive: For 
at : while fin doth live,ic isin che heart as in a Throne, 
: | and not asin a Grave. 


| 2. The Burial of fin fuppofeth the ceafing of the 
| love of fin, thac wefee not that beauty and com- 
Jinefs in fin, as we did when ic wasalive. A 
man that loves his Relation, while he lived, put 
him 
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him in hisbofome, yet will not do fo whenheis 
dead; a man while he /oves his fin, willnevet 
bury it. | 

** 3. The Burial of fin includeth che removal of it 
out of our fight, and as much as may be out of our 


thoazhts. We love not to look upon dead friends, 


nor many ames to think or calk of chem, ‘who 
while chey lived were pleafing objects to our 
eyes, and the delightful matrércf our difcourfe. 
While Sarah lived the was beauriful in Abra- 
hams eyes, but when dead; he defired to hive 
her removed out of his fight, <Gen.23.4. J ana 
firanger and afojourner with you,’ give me poffe|fion 
ef a burying place with yon, that 1 may bury my 
dead out of my fight. The prefence of fin 1s'a trou- 
ble to you when icis dead, and you would have 
Ic out of your fight; and chis removal of fin, 
when dead and boried hath thefe three proper- 
ties. 

Firft, Ic is a total removaj, the whole body 
of fin, and all che members of ic are buried; 
Death might arife from the difeafe of fome par- 
ticular parc, but burial covers all. He that makes 
a fhew of the burial of fin, and yer keeps any in 
his heare as his lowe and delight, hach indeed bu- 
ried no fin: For who doth {o bury his friend as to 
keep any of his members.in his houfe ? 

Secondly, Icis a voluntary removal ; when one 
is dead, we make it matter of our choice to have 
him buried: Yea, welook upon it as. fore evil 
and great annoyance co have burial denied to our 
dead friends: So it is your choice to bury your 
fins, andthethaughts of not having them buried 
ls a great trouble to you, Thiraly, 


after a wafting’ Plague. 253° 


ee Ceres Res TT 


Directions bow te live, 


254 


Thirdly, Ac 1s.a perpereal removal; we bury 
our friends fo, that. We would not have chem ta- 
ken up again and brought into.our houfe: So you 
bury ia,..never to, have ic brought back .co live 
again in. your heart, One chat hach buried his fin 
doth eatneltly defire ic might be removed out of 
che. fight .of God,. , by free pardon ;-oucof the 
fight of his own cY8s by the evidence of che 
patdons and outof che fight of others, by leading 
a.contrary Converfauon. 
i 4, TheBurial.of fin includes the rotting of the 
i ald mag in tts gr AaUbs the mouldring of ic, and che 
| datly walting of, it, .2s dead Corps bytied in the 
| earch do confume and wattdaily, Though a body 
ti | buried doch noc prefently. orally confame: Many 
1a years after the burial, if che grave. be opened, 
Mt you may, find che bones and the skull; che res 
| liques of fin in che heare of a Chil of God, are 
but as the bones andthe skull, but the body of fin 
it is deftroyed. 
1 5: The Buriat of fin includes, the lofs of the 
a |) power and authority that [in had in the heart while xt 
a yas alive. Thoughaman were never {o potent 
while he lived, yer .when he is dead and buried, 
he hath no more power nor jurifdiction. Though 
thy fin did fit asa Lord, and rule in chy foul 
whileiclived, yer being dead and buried, its do- 
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Now if you are buried with Chrilt, thefe 
things will be acomfortro you, Vie 
1. Thofe chat are buried with Chrift are moft 
comely 
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ty | comely in the fight of Ged; A man chat 1s nacu-, Comfort 
u | rally dead and buried,ts noc fo with us, but hechat t thofe 
oy | is fpiricually dead to fin, ‘is beautiful in the eyes bone oe 
Ve of God. . with 


werfeand Commuionwith God; thofe that are na- 
curally dead have no more converfe with us, but a 
man hathno Communion with God, till he is bu- 
tied. with-Chrift.. « : 
© 3. Thofe that are buried with Chrilt re-paft 
the’ burt of death; As thofe that are naturally 
be | dead have»paft chrough af thac death can do unto 
hg (] them if youare buried with Chrift, though you 


n 2. Thofethat are buried wich Chrift have con- Chrift, 


i muft come under the ffroke of death, yet the fring . 
oy | of deathts taken out. A 
4) 4 Thofe. that are buried with Chrift. hall be 1 


| raifed at the laft day, and (hall forever live with 
2 | ~God and Chrift, and wich holy Angels and Saints _ 

| in the Kingdom of God, Rom.6.8: Now if we q i 
be dead with Chrift., we believe that we (ball alfolive oi 
y || with him. Thus if you would live in fome meafure “i 

| anfwerably to Gods mercy in preferving of you 
aj) | | from death and the grave, chat you are not buri- 
i |i] ed yet withothers, you mutt die to fin, and be 
; 1) ° buried with Chrift. } 
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DIRECTION... VII. 


since you Ath Gol {pared youin the time of Plague, | 
live after that you yer remain among «the Living? | iy 
Vt okt [F-you would improve this»mercie, then } 
| Plagues SS) Live to God, and walk in mewnefs of Life. “i 
: newnefs “God hath not fpared you chat you fhouldlive co } | 
|) of life, ~yourfelf, orto the feth, orthat you fhould walk 9) mM 
a in your old courfes: But your duty is now co live ne 
q toGod, and to leada new Converfation. God | i 
i hath brought you to the borders of :the otave, and tio 
| to the very-confines. of another world, and fha- 
\ ked: you over the.gtave, and hath recovered and (a 
t reftored you, and hath as i¢ were given you.a | tt 
a new life, by reptieving you from the gates of t 
A il death when you were fo near unto it, Rom.6.4. 
A | Thar like as Chrift was rarfed from the dead by the f 
tt glory of the Father, fo we (howld walk, in wewnefs of n 
. Life; and the equipollent phrafes ef this new fo 
life are, i 
2) To walk wich,before,and afcer God. 
co | \ To walk afcer the Spirit, Rom.8.1. be 
') To ferve Godin newnefs of {piric, Rom.7-6« ft 
\ To walk as children of light, Eph.s5.8. t 
To walkin the waies of God, P/al.119.3. ' 
To walk circumfpectly, &ph.5.16. h 


That 
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That you may, being {pared from che grave, lead 

anew life, I fhall thew you 


¢ i The figns or nature of it. 
“a The excellencies or dignities of ir. 

| The Impediments and hinderances of it, 

| 

{ SEC T,.*: I. 
at, | 
9) He nature of, or thac which is included sn, 
i | 60} SR newnels of life, doch not conGft in thefe 
i 0) things. 
(0 | I, It doth not confift in fome mew notions, Of Whae * Ww | 
aka) «new fpeculations, which you had not before, a newnefs “(7 
fie! mewlight mightbe made in an old houfe. New of tife new 
fit .fpeculations may confift with an old Converfa- pimpin ps 5. 
nda. Cone RMarS Mike 
hi a 2. Iedoth notconfittin a newnels of a bareres nth angi 
sn | [olution tolead a new life; this is but in order to prem hg eral 
yi) ic, though, ificbereal, itis agoodftep towards “9 A-7sl-<-7/fl 
off) this walking. : 
" 3. Ic doth not confiftin a bare performance of 


| fome new duties which you did not before; anold 

@)  courfe of fin may confit with the external per- 

4 formance of fome .New Duties, as Praying, 
Reading, cc. 

4. Nor ina bare keeping of fome new Company ; 

_ though-chisis tobe defired, chac many would for- 

,§) = fake their old wicked Company; orif God hach 

| taken chy wicked Companions away by death, 

_ os wouldit noc make choice of thofe chat beas 

ad. 


5> Norin New difconr fig of (biritwal things ; 
S A 


vs 
A= 
iene: 


POS PSMA hake RISES OTS 


r 


Direttions bow to live 


a 


ed 


A manthat was wont co {wear, and reproach,and 
blafpheme the name of God, might now talk of 
God with others, and yet not lead a new life. 

6. Nor in forbearing of many old fins, which 
before youlived ins you were drunkards before, 
but not now, I would more were fo changed, but 
yet this comes fhort of this newnefs of life; 
which doth include thefe things following. 


To walk in newnels of life, fuppofeth a vey 


In whac faving knowledge, anew fight, anda new. judge- 
confifteth ment of things... No man can lead this new life 


newnels 
of lite, 


with his old judgment which was corrupt,judging 
thac good which was evil, and that evil which 
waseood, 1 Pet.t.14. As obedient children, not 
falbiowing your felves according to the former lufts, 
in your Ignorance. There muft be a new fighrand 
rew difcoveries of thefe things: : 

fiz. OF God,and his Excellency. 


i 2, Of Chriftjand his Sufficiency. 

403, OF Sinjand ics Deformity. 

2 4; Of the World,and res Vanity. 

if 5. Of Grace,and its Necefficy. 

|| 6. Of Heaven, andits Feliciry. 

' (7. -Of Hell, and its extremity of Woe. 
Till 2 man hach new eyes, and hath bisun- 


detitanding opened to fee the mature of all thefe 
things, srberwi/e than he did-before, he will noc 
walk contrary co what he did before; if he fee 
no more of Chrilt, nor inthe Aceributes of God, 
horin Grace, he will (till flighe all thefe and. un- 


a 
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apprehenfions of «he World, and feeth as much 
beauty in ( deformed ) fin, he willlove ir full, 
and delight in it fill; There. mua be new light, 
and new faving knowledge before there can bea 
new life. Yet 

Fo walk in newnefsof life, includes nevne/s of 
Priveiple; aman with his eld Principle can never 
lead a newlife. Aman tn old-courfesomay live 
according tothe Dictates of a. natural conference, 
according to old.cultomes, | buc;heschat leads.2 
new life muft have'.a new .Principle.of, love co 
God, a new Principle of true fear of God; he 
mu(t have new {trength from Chrift, a new heart 
and new attections, 21)! ° | levy 

To. walk. in newseés-of lifesincludes the wigo- 
vous abtings of this new Principle, ‘and living in 
the exercile of thefe new. graces infufed inco che 
hearc, in che exercife,of,new love to.God, of 
new defires after Chrift,of new forrow-for bis fin, 
of new hatred to his, fin.. Towalk isto exert a: 
principle of motion into ak. « | 

To walk in newnefs of life; 1s ta have 2 Gon- 
verfacion filled with new works, and to have all 
things done according >to the Rule of new obe- 
dience. Hiso/d work was to pleafe.che'flefh, but 
his #ém work is to pleafe God.., His old work: 
was chiefly co get riches and.encteaferherein, his 
new workis to get grace and more of it. His old 
work was co obey che commands of .fin, his new 
work isto obey the commands of God. 

To walk in newnels of life, is to walk accord- 
ing cothe new Rule, not according ro the practie 
fes and examples of wicked men, but according 
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to cherule of “Gods Word, according to the éx- 
ample of ‘Chrift, 

To walk in néwnefs of life is to live. for new 
ends; hig end‘is noc now felf-intereft in the 
world, noc his own eftimation amongft men, not 
his prefermeéne in this world’: "old ends arein- 
confiftene with a’ new life: But th mans end is 
the glory of God); all the ations of his life are 
ultimately telolved into this, and allis, in fubor- 
dination uncothis':” He trades for this end, thae 
God may'be’glonfied; ‘He'praies, and preacheth, 
he reads-and fudies, that: God may be clori- 
fied)? wad nnd won dee 

To walk in newnefs of life includes a mewne/s 
of objetts; ‘about which hes converfant ; {uch as 
keeps their ‘old courfe'of life look no “higher than 
worldly objeétsy the horiours; and the pleafures 
and chep*ofics of chis world: Bur fuch as are ri- 
fen with Chrift, fo walk ia-newnefs of life, have 
propofedtoxheitelves newobjects, things thar 
are above; God, and? Gtice; ‘and Heaven, 
things that ‘are ihvifible to'the eyes of carnal 
mhensved 07 bas wien & 

“Tow sidinoiewnefs af life, ir isto walk as 
Christ dit afte® he wast ifen' from thedead, i.e.in 
our meéafuresChriltdrd nocincumberchimfelf with 
the chings: of! chisiworld, after his refurrestion, 
he did'norconverfe with ‘rhe men of this world, 
neither mutt we? ofe rheit company out of choice. 
Corift after his Refurrection waired for his A{cen- 
floninroglotys So if we wilt walkin newnefs of 
hife,we muftchave our converfation in heaven, and 


be continually expeéting our diffolutionand our 
tranflation into glory. To 
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actions of our life in ave manner 3 to do afl res 
ligious duties, to’pray, and to hear in a ncw man- 
ner. Before he prayedlukewarmly, and witha 
dull, and hard, and unbelieving heart, bur now 
more fervently, more live'ily ; Though che mac- 
ter of his duties mightbe che fame, yet the man- 
ner is new. 

To walk in newnefs of life, 1s to be making 
progrefs in all chefe, walking is a progreffive mo- 
tions 1C 1s to continue, and co perfevere in the 
wates of holinefs: Not to decline nor to go 
backwards,not to return or walk back again to old 
wickednefs. 
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To walk in newnels of life, ‘it is: to'do all the. 
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very great, and for your greater encourage: cellencies 


ment co walk therein I fhall inf@ance in fome o 
them. 

1. A new life is a life according torhe New 
Covenast which God hath made’ wich fallen man, 
Men thac walk in old finful courfes, continue the 
Covenant they have made wich fin and Saran: 
Burt a manchat walketh in newnefs of life, isa 
Man that hath entredintoa New Covenant with 
God, Exek,36.36. 4 new heart alfo will 1 give 
0%, anda ne fprrit will 2 put ints yous T will cake 
awaythe [tony heart ou: of your flzfo, and Iwill give 
you an heart of fleloNer.27.And I will put my Spirit 
within yon, and caufe you to walk in my faves, asd 
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7¢ [hall keep may judgusents and do them; And to walk 


, - sege  cthusipGods Sta ues is co walk in newnefs of life. 
I Ral 2. A new hfe iris che moft rational life. When 


& the Prodigal left his old waies, and took up 2 new 
spin boot courle, he is fu1d :o come to himfelf, Luk. t 5.17. 
, Men act molt aureafowably wien they act wickedly. 


o£ we A new lite 1s the fweeest and molt comfor- 
OS patable lifes There sre teniud, carnal, bructh de- 
€ jon for ° 


~ Tights in che waies of fin, -buc there is much ter- 
rour and biccernefs in a wicked courfe, alwaies.at 
the end of it. Such as lead a new life, they have 
experience of rhe comforts of. the Spirit, of the 
joyes of the Holy Ghoft. All chefe new waies 
3. hg ( fo called as oppofed to his former waies, elfe 
7 the beft way is the oldeft way ) are waies of plea- 
Canowe “"~ fantnefs, and all thefe parhs are peace. 
4. A new life ic is the xobleft life, we then 
Jive accorcing to the higheft elevation that we are 
capable of inchis life. Nay, icis alife nearéftts 
thelife of glory. 
sg 5. Anewifeis an evidencing life; it isan-evi- 
~ dence of the great and glorious thirgs chavate 
(iden «>%—broughe to light by the Gofpel, all full of de- 
“lighting comfort. A new life, (tzking in.allahe 
particulars Before fet down, fhewing the things 
included init ) is an evidence, 
. Firft, Of our Eleation ; vhis new life is a fruit 
‘ of Gods ancient love, Eph.1,4, 
Secondly, OF a new robe of, rightéoufnefs put 
tipon us.for onr juftific von. : 
|. Eht-dly, OF Pircon of old fins. 
 Pourebly,OFf our Union with.Chriftswe could not 
lead a new life, were we not engrafted intoa new 
{tock. aes , Fifthiy, 
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7. Itisthe moft profita 
ro others ; we hail be givir 
ample,if we lead new liv 
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have, and that may pro 
will be profita 
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be your 


to go : Though (co you )it may : Y; 
you (hall/not lofe yout ways becaule the Spirit is 


your guide. 


10. He that leads 4 new 
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God 1s now his Lord, Head, Redeemer, Brother 
and all che people of God are now related to him 
in the bonds of grace. Thefe things and many 
More may be faid in commendation of the ex. 
cellency of a new life: which appears to be fo in 
the eyes of carnal men ( who have walked after 
their oldhearts ) when they come to dye, that 
they then refolveif God would fpare chem, they 
woulc Jead 2 new life. 
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Wi aap ae Hehinderances of walking in newnefs of 
Wi baling life are many, and very grear, chat it is not 
| in new. 40 eafie ching for any man to lead this life. 
A | nels of 1. The Old Serpent is a great enemy to this 
i lifes New life ; he hath old ftraragems, and old de- 
yices and {nares to divertc them out of this 
| Way. 
i 2. The Old Principle of corruption remaining 
i in our hearcs is a great Impediment to this new 
i life. Ieis working ftillinus, to walkin the old 
2 | waies of pleafures and delights; the Old man 
1 within will {till ftrive hard to hinder this New life 
Wichour. 
i 3. Old finful Company will hinder you in your 
| new manner of life ; they will be tempring, and 
i enticing, and perfwading you, to come to your 
old games, and your old delights; Ic will be 
hard to live a new life amoneft old finful Compas 
nions. : 
4." Slavifh fear of menis a great mpediaaa 
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of waiking in newnels of life ; 1c may be chou 
mighcett difpleafe thy Father, chy Matter, the 
Friend upon whom thou doft much depend, if 
thou fhouldeft forfake thy old wicked lite, and 
become a new Creature, and lead a new life, 
chou wouldeft meet with new troubles; bur, 
fear God, and his Vengeance more if thou 
walk inc hy old courfe of fin, and keep thyold 
heart, then be filled with flavifh fear of men, if 
they fhould deny their old favour, and friend- 
fhip to thee, becaufe thou walkeit in newnefs 
of life. 

5. Flefh-pleafing 3 and being too much over- 
powred by the fenfitive apperice. 

6. Spiritual floth: For, aNew Life bath ma- 
ny new difficulc ducies. 
~ Thus, if you would improve. this Mercy, that 
God hath {pared you ; you multlive to God, and 
walkin newnels of life. 
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DIRECTION IX. 


de heel { Since you 

Ath God {pared youin time of fo great jive after 

Contagia Then keep upon your heart acon- this 

pr [Pant fenfe of Gods diftingarhing Providence, onc 
in his prefervation of yous Let not length of time Wied ces 
(if God give ic you) wear off the greatnels of 2 pare of 
this his Mercy cowards you; if you forget Gods this Mer- 
coodnels cy, 
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goodnefs, you will nos walk worthy of it : This 
was the fin of rhe People of Jfrael, for whom 
God did fuch great things, Pfal.78.10. They 
hepe not the Covenant of Gods and vefufed to walk ix 
his Law. Verl.11+ And forgot his Works, and 
hes Wonders that he had (hewed them Pial. 106.21. 
They forgot God their Saviour, which had done great 


things in Egypt. God hath done great wonders for 


you, in preferving of you in the valley of the fha- 
dow of death: God hath not given you over un- 
to death; God hath not laid you inthe Grave, 
where you would foon have been forgotten : do 


not you lay Gods Mercy, towatds you, in the 
grave of oblivion; nor bury his mercy ( of {a- 
ving you alive) in forgecfulnefs: Daord laid a 
ge upon his Soul, thar he fhould not forget 
the benefits of che Lord towards him, Pfal.103.2. 

¢ down therefore, and Record your danger, 
what itwas; Such a JZometh in {uch a Year the 
Plague was nigh my dwelling ; 1t came into my 
houfe, it rook away fo many of my Children and 
Servants, bur God fpsred me: he cook away the 
Wife, che Husband of my bofome, but God fpa- 
red me; yez, ic was upon my Body’, fo many 
Placue-Sores were running at once, and God de- 
livered me from the Grave , and from the very 
jawes of death: and, will you forge this while 
you live? 


Seer We Pare ee 


That you may have, and keep a fenfe of Gods , 


mercy to you, in preferving of you, confider thefe 


few particulars. 
1, Confider 


ea ee 
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1. Confider you hed cain Re e Plog: ge, and Hel lnes 


death by the Plegue,as weil as chofe chat have fal- be fente 


q et ee ble frhe 
en into their Graves rabid) eg ic may be more 0° 

‘] J \ d Mercy of 

. hit te 


greater finers than you, Luke 13.2. And Fefus 
anfwerga and faid unto them , [uppofe ye that the(e 
Galileans were fiwners above all the Gialileans , be- 


| cane they fuffered fuch things. Verf. 3. J tell 


’  too)do not think chat chofe that have died were 
} 
} 


you, way, but except you repent, ye {ball all ikewife 
| perio. Verl.4. Or,thofe eighteen, upon whens tle 
| Tower of Siloam fell and flew them ; 3 think ye that 
1 | they were finners above all Men that dwelt in Ferufa- 
| dem, Verl. 5. I tell you, way, but extept ze repent, 
| ye foald all likewife perifb: Do you think , ‘that 
chof of whom the iH lacue hath fl saa , thac 
they were greater Ganers chen all chat dwelc in 


CV Zaadon? Take head of fuck: conceptions: Or, if 
} many have fallen inchis judem ent, apr: were of 
a Lives than yous yet, none have fallen that 

i d worfer Hearts than you naturally have: Nay 
ey ave not your fins been ctpable of greater e2ora- 
9) vations than the fins of many Drunkards > and 
t= Swearers, and pr opha ne Perfons, chat did never 
! ; fin again{t a God thar p dont their fins? thar 
i did never far 2g aft (uch love: wor Bee {uch ex- 
| persences of the working-of Gods Spirit upon their 

| hearts as you have hed ? Noy, confider, that you 

| are not lik ely ro do God th t fervice. nor bring 
|+! 0 God. that Glory , chit fone ss then mighe 
\ have done, that are nc my 1 thcir Graves; if God 
| had {pared them: and yet God hich lenge: hened 
‘out your life: Oh, whae an Obligsxtion thould 

( 


this be to you ro} remeniber Gods Mercy, that you 
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nad Plague-deferving-fins, but yer you had not rhe 


Plague ] chat you have death-deferving-fins, and 
yet you are not dead! 


Be mmr a AT 


2. Confider you had a Body as liable to Tufethion 
as many others had; . There were fuch natural 
caufes in your Body, that might have laid you in’ 
your Grave, if God had not prevented ic: and, 
did not you fuck in the fame Aire as others did 
yea, as others breathed out,and yet God hath kepr 
you? 


3. Confider you had ne better Prefervatives 5 
nor Cordials , then many others had, thac yer by 
the Plague are laid filent in the Grave , and are 
now reiting in che duft; and others, chat now are 
dead, ufed the fame meanes as you did, and ir may 
be more, and berter too, and yet God denyed his 
biefsing to che ufe of thofe meanes rhat were 
more probable to prevent Infection then yours 
were ; by this you maybe convinced, that it was 
the hand of God that bath preferved you: and 
therefore by chis,you fhould be obliged to remem- 
ber, and keep upon your heart a fenfe of Gods 
mercy towards you. 
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4. Confider you have been in morevifible dan- 
ger s and, when you were called, did venture fur- 
ther chen many others did: fome were more re- 


ferved 
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ferved, and kept from Compsny more than you 
have done; being called to Duty, where Vifited 
Perfons have been, as to help cher that were fick 
of this Dikemper, cc. and yet fome char lived 
More retiredly, and kepc themfelves more clofe, 
were Vificed, and are dead, and yer you have efs 
caped , this is the finger of Divine Providence, 
and will you lec che fenfe of this weare off from 
your heart ? 


5- Confider that yo have been more weakly, and 
more infirme of Body then many ot them that the 
Placue hatch removed: Many that were more 
likely to out-live you, are cut down before yous 
Many. that were firong, and of healthful confti- 
tutions, are laid in the Duft; while you, (thac 
have been watting for your diffolution many 
Monetas, or Yeats, becaufe of the infirmity of 
your Body, and'the frequene difiempers that have 
been upon you) are preferved. 


6. Confider how great a Mercy your. preferva- 
tion 1s, not onely to your felt, but tothofe to whows 
you are related , You have many lictle Children, 
chac are not ableco help themfelves, nor to pro- 
vide for themfelves ; chac in all likelihood would 
have been expofed to hardfhips and co want, if 
God had taken you fromthem: They are fharers 
in this Mercy of your Prefervation ; and, the 
more are concerned inir, the greater the Mer- 
cyis; and, the deeper and mote lafting fenfe ir 
fhould 
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fhould make.upoa your heart: The thoughts of 
your Children did inereafe your feares and trou- 
ble, when you were in danger; and, fhould nor 
the conlidetation of this, advance the great- 


nefs. of the Mercy, of being continued to 
theme 
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DIRECTION ¥X. 


If you T Ach God {pared you in time of Peftilences 
havefew- 779 “when he hath ciken away many of your 
er objets = : 3 J 

Ff lee own Relations, chen, the fewer objetts you 


lefe you, fave for your love xo, the fronger let your love 
love Godbe towards God then it was before: In {tead of mur- 


fo much muring againft God, that you. have loft thofe: 


the more. whom you did love ; che ereacer let your love be 
to God, fince you hive not fo many for tolove. 
Love l:id out upon many o jects, 1s the weakers 
bur, love united, and {pent upon one object, is 
the flroneer: As chofe, that have but one only 


Son, love. that more, ‘then thofe that have more 
do'love any + becwfe their love is divided amongt 
chem all: Ie may be God had coo litele of your 
love and it was an offence, 2nd griefe unto your 
God v thie the Crerure fhould have chat love 
which was due unto bimfelf ; and cherefore he 
Hath cut of che Screames, that you may get neat- 
ero the Fountain, Thy Relation had more of 


thy 
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thy affection then came unto his fhare; and 
therefore, in ftead of Murmuring, be more in lo- 
ving of thy God; and chis will be to live anfwee 
rably to Gods Correcting, and Afflicting of thee, 
in the lofs of thy Relation, and to his Mercy in 
{paring of thy felf: And, look what Relation ic 
1s thac is taken from thee, while thon furvivet: and 
eet clearer evidences that God will bein ftead of 
that Relation co thee, and be better co thee than 
that was : Haft chou thy Husband removed by 
this Contagious Difeafe, now make out more to 
God, that he would be an Husband to thee? Haft 
thou loft chy Children, or thy onely Son ; fee more 
diligently, chat God hath beftowed his onely Son 
upon thee, and this will much fatisfie, and quiet 
thy heart? Hath God done thee any wrong, if 
he hath taken thy onely Son from thee, and hath 
given bs onely Son tothee. Thus, fince you did 
furvive others that are taken from you, improve 


etre, 


your AffliGtion, and your Mercy, in being advan-: 


caged in Spirituals ; and, this will be colive in 
fome meafure anfwerably to Gods dealing with 


you, . 
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DIRECTION XI. 


| Ath God fpared thee in time of Plagwe , 
then fee-what it was that thy Conference 


fear 


Since yoii 
live , ree 
mienaber 
what were 
the a&- 
ings of 
conici- 
ence in) 
time of 


danger, ' 
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fear and danger and order thy life accordingly : 
W/ hat. fin was it that chy Confcience did reproach 
thee for, in atime of danger, and in feares of 
death 2? wherher of omiffion or commiffion ; pub- 
lick or fecret s of what nature foever ic was: and 
let icbe the defign of thy heare , in the courfe of 
thy life, to mortifie that fin, and keepit under 5 
thac thou carefully avoid the occafions thereof : 
thar, when death (hall certainly come, and con- 
{cience (hall have no more occafion, or juft ground 
to reproach thee, chau mayeft fee, that God in 
mercy did prolong thy dayes, till chou hadft gor 
the vidtory over, and the pardon, and the evidence 
of the pardon of that fin. What was ic in thy 
feares, and when thou waft in expectation of 
death, that Confcience did approvein thee? it 
did then approve thy diligence in thy Family, go 
on in this {till ; ic did approve of chy ftrickr and 
holy walking with God, goon in that which was 
good, and thy rightly inlightned Confcience did 
commend ‘in thee; and, this will be to live in 
fome meafure anfwerably to fogreat a mercy, as 
is Gods preferving of you ina time of fuch awa- 


fting Plague, 


DIRECT- 
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| DIRECTION Xtt. 


FT Ach God {pated you in fuch a time 
lg great Mortality and Contagion, then 


; §) of capger, and have beenin hazard of your 
t §) and yet God hath preferved and kept you: 
)"§) Hath catled fome to abide in che Ciry, be 


tM) negleat.of daty.s.fors:whete our duty:lies and 
0 §} whereourworkis,thaeGod calleth us untos there 
if} we may-ttult.God,.though our danger benever fo 
§ J gteac.;: becaufe, while we) are in our duty, we are 
¢ @) 1m our way, and God hach promifedito keep us in 
1) all our wayes in time of Plague, Pfal.gt.11. Mae 


| 
, | wichout neglect of dury, without running 
 fromdury ¢( thofechac wenc from their du: 


feares of death, and great diftruftin God ) 
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~ to trult your felf, and all your Affairs with 
| |) God-for the time to.comes Youhavelivéd intime 9004 Pe | 
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life, 
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Since you 
live, after 
you have 


ger, truft 


God God for 


caufe 


they ‘could not-réthove heir habicacion without 


ny had opportunity of retiring inrothe Country; 


away 
yand 


| work, which God expe&ted chey thould there have 
® done, have caufe to be humbled for rheir flavith 


and, 


the ufe of meases, for prefervation, is not incon- 


Giftenc wich (rafting in God, buc is fuppofed and 


prefumption ; but many were obliged to abide up= 


4 


| included in it, elfe ic is nor truting in God, but 
Hh 
i 


on the place,and God-hath preferved you amoneft 
them; Oh, whac an gligaciog and encourages 


menace 


the future, 
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menc is this for you, for the umeto come, to puc 
your cruft in Godjin che ufe of meanes, in a Way 
of duty; 2nd, the more youare able to commic 
your felf toGod in fucure dangers , the more you 
do improve this Providence.ofGodin preferving 
of you. . | 

But, becaufe we need all helps and fupports 


for putting our ttult in God, I fhall Jay down 


Delcripe 
tion of 
truft, 


fome confiderations to help you More and more 


‘to tuft in Gods: premifing firftthe nature of ic, 


that you may perceive what iris, that you are ex; 
horted to, when perfwaded cotruftin God. 


a a ee eee 


Trufting in God wa (pecial fruse of faith and 
hope, whereby the fowl looking apon Ged ix Chris 
through a Promife, 1 in [ome good meafure freed 
from fretting feares, and cutting cares, about the re- 
moving oF preventing of fome evil, or she enjoying er 


precuring of that whichis good. 


1, Icis-a fruicof fab; for therefore Man 
trufleth in God, becaufe he believeth, and is per- 
fwaded of the cruth of what God faith, and be- 
lieveth che performance of his promife, and foir 
is called fiducta fidet. 

2. risa fruic of ope fortherefore 1 truftin 
God, becaufe I bope it (hall be with me according 
to his Word: IfI had no hope of: this, Icould 
not ttuft in God , and fo it is called fidacta 

Ae | 
ss 3. This erut hath God in Chrift, through a 
Promife, for its objet ; We trult in'God, through 
Chrift, eying the Promife ¢ For, the Promife fs 
God, 
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God, is the foundation of our craft inGod, and 
the Promife of God draws forch the hearts of his 
People to truftin him, Pfal. 119..42.-—— £ 
truft inthy Word. iy 

4. The effect of this trufting in God is the 
quietation of che heart, anda freeing of the Soul 
(proportionably to the degree of his crult ) from 
fretting feares, and cutting cafes about good and 
evil, co be avoided. or procured, Plal.56.3. What 
time Lam afraid I will traft in thee. Werle 4. In 
God will I praife his Word, in God I have put my 
srnft, 1 will uot fear what F le{h can do nuto mee 


The Arguments for the moving you to trult in 
God; for the future, are fuch as chefes 

1, Will not you truftin God. after fuch rich 8 Argu- 
and full experience that you have had of Godsta- MSs, °° 
hing care for you? Hath God cared for your life , shar ae 
and will not you crutt him for Foodand Raiment?—*’ 
experience is a great fupport for confidence in 
God, 2 Cor. 1.10, Whe delivered us from fo great 
a death, and doth deliver, in whore we traft that he 
will yet deliver us, Whea Davsd had had experi- 
ence of Gods delivering him from the Lion and 
che Bear, he trufted in God to deliver him from 
the hands of the unciccumcifed Philistine 5 
I Sam. 17.37. When thou haft been in danger, 
God hath kepe thee; and when thou haft been in 
ficknefs,God hath reftored thee: and, if it be good 
for thee, he willdo fo again. 

2. Will not you truftin God chat is AN /uffici- 
ent and Allmighty , able to deliver you from any 

T 2 evil, 
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ee, 


evil, able ro beftow upon you any thing chat is 
good ? He can remove your feares, and he can fill 
your defires : According co your perfwafions of a 
Mans ability tohelp you (caters paribus ) will 
your truft bein him, 2 Cor, 1.9. For we had the 
fentence of death in our felves, that we (bould not 
evaft in our felves, but in Ged which raifeth the dead. 
That God that can taife the dead, may be trufted 
in any cafe or conditions You have found him 
able. . 

3. Will not you truft in God, that is fo willing 
to do you good? you may acknowledge Gods all- 
fufficiency to bea fupport for your crufting in him, 
but, the doubts that you find in your Soul, whe- 
ther God be willing to do you good, is a caufe of 
your ( coo frequenc ) diftrut in him: You mult 
believe chat God is a God of mercy, and ready to 
do for his People, whatfoever he feeth conduceth 
to his glory and their good : and, you may know 
his willingnefs by his promifes, which are vari- 
ous, according to the condition that you are, or 
may be in: You have found him willing , and yet 
will you not truft him ? 

4. Will not you truft in a God, that is faithful! 
in all he faith ? He declares his willingnefs to do 
you good , tofupply your wants, ro preferve you 
in dangers, by his promife: for, 2 Promife of God 
ts a declaration of bis will, for the beftowing of forme 
good thing upon bis People through Chri, and his 
will and purpofe he will never change, and his Pro- 
mife he will not fufferco faile: Will you truft a 
Man that is faithful ro his-word, and not God ? 
e{pectally after you have found him faithfulin per 

forming promife unto you. 5. Will 
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5. Will not you truftinGod chac 1s mfinite in Wife 
dom, and knowes how toorder all your affaires ? 
When your condition is altogether intricare, and 
you know not how towinde your felf out of difi- 
culties, then your wife God can do it, 2 Pet.2.9. 
The Lord kuoweth how to deliver the godly ont of 
temptation. And, will you noc trult.a God 
thac is able and willing, and faithful and wife? ef- 
pecially after you have experienced all thefe in 
God, inthe late dangers and fesres of death thac 
you have been in ?. or, fhall chefe qualifications of 
power, willingnefs, faithfulnefs, and wifdom in 
Men(in their meafure). be a ground of your pur- 
ting civil truft in them ; and, fhall nocall thefe, 
that bein God without meafare, be aground of 
your putting Religious trultin him ? 

6. Willnot you put your truft in Ged, fince it 
is his due, it belongs to him of right ? ic is a pare 
of your Spiritual Homage which you owe to God: 
Religious truft doth fo belong to God, that ir will 
be Idolatry to place itin any ching befides, P/al, 
Tis. 7;8,9,10,1£, It doth fo properly and folely 
belong to God, chat ic isa Periphrafis of God to 
be che confidence of all the ends of ' the earth , 
Pfal. 65.5. Give to God the things of God, and 
give tothe Creatures no more than belongs unto 
them: You have nothing elfe co truft to, you muft 
not place Religious tru{t in Mens not in greac 
Men and Nobles, Pfa/. 118. 8, 9. nor in Riches, 
1 Tin.6.17. notin Horfes and Chariots, Pfal. 
207. notin your own Righteoulnefs and Reli- 
cious duties, Ezek. 33.13. 

7+ Will not you truft in God who is fo nearly 
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related to you? Men are apt to truft coo Much in 
their earthly Friends and Relations: We put ci- 
vil cruft and confidence in our neer Relations , 
becaufe of che affection that they bear unto us: 
Thus Children truft to cheir Parents, and Wives 
in their Husbands, andone Friend in another ; 
God is your Father, your Husband , and.your 
eS , and yet will you not put your crult in 
im ? ? 

8. Will not you puc-your truft in God for 
fmaller things, fince you trutt him for the great- 
eft? you truft in God to deliver you from the 
corments of Hell; and, will not you truft him to 
deliver you from farr leffer evils 2 you troft in 
him for Pardon, and for eternal life; and, will 
you not cruft in him for fmaller matters? Will 
you truft him with your Soul, and not with your 
Body? for Eternal Life, and, not for Temporal ? 
would you truft a Man for choufands, and not for 
Pence ¢. efpecially, when the Providence of God 
extends to the fmalleft concernments of his chil- 
dren, even to an hair of their heads, Aate 
10. 30, 


When muft we put ourtruft in Go? ? In gene- 
ral Lanfwer ; Ac all times, Pfal.62.8. Truf uw 
him at all times, ye Pecple ; pour out your Learts be- 
fore bim: God is a refuge for us. In Particular , 
croft in God, 

1, In time of Sicknefs and Affliction upon 


rorrutin YOur Body , Job 13,15. Tibhough he flay me, yet 


God, 


will I tefl in bins, 
| 2. In 
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ward Wants; in the loffe . 

10 7. Hag. 3-17 

when you have not 


_. 2, In cime. of out 
of alichings, } Satts.39+35 
3. Inume of Defertion 5 


the {miles of his Face, Z/a, 59+ *%s 
4. At che hour of death commit yout Soules 


cobim.; truft him wich your Soul, Pfal. 31. 5,6: 

s~ In cimes.of oreatelt inconftancy, P{al. 46: 
1j.9x9- 

6. Intimesof Evil Tidings, Pfal. 112-7. He 
[hall not be afraid of evil trdrngs, his heart is fixed, 
rrujting im the ord, Thus, it you trutt God more 
becaule of the experience you have had in Gods 
keeping of you, you do, in this , improve this 


Mercy. 


DIRECTION XI. 


Ath-God-{pared_you in time of fo great Since you 

Mortality; Then give thankes to God, ‘ive after 

and the Praifes that are due anta him for 5) 

> great. Prefervation + Every Perion bs ol 2 
fhould be very chankful unto God, that hath kept thanks co 
him alive ; andevery Family fhould found forth God, 
his Praifes ; You fpent time extraordinary 5 in | 
feeking God by Prayers in your Clofet, in your 
Family, chac he would preferve yOu; and, hath 
God done fo, in anfwer to yout Prayers? and, 


will you not Spend fome time extraordinary 10 5 
T 4 an 


280 


Direétions bow to live 
a ee 
and wich your own Family in chankful acknow- 
Jedgments of Gods love unto’you, and his care 
over you? Oh fer fome timeapart, every Family 
whom-God_ hath preferved, or fo many that are 
Jefi in every Family, infolemn praifings of God 
for bis /ignal prefervation vouchfafed unto you. 
In the me of your trouble, you called upon 
God, he hath delivered you,and now you fhould 


glorifie him, P/a/.50.1 5. and God'is glorified by 
you when you offer praifes to hiin,er.23. | 

In the prefling you to the praétice of this Diz 
rection, I fhall dothree things = 

I. How, or with what, muft rhofe thac are 
preferved from death in time of Plague’ give 
thanks to God, or glorifie God for this mer- 
cy? , 

2. Wicn what Arguments fhould che people 
of God thar are {pared prefs themfelves to oive 
praifes to God? 

3- What courfe muft fuch take-togec a thank- 
ful heart for fo great a mercy ? 


eve ois ae 
3 Wares | Ow, or with what, mult thofe that are pre- 
ait : ierved eve thanks to God ? 
God with 1 518 muft be cone three waies: 
‘Sod 1, You mutt praile God: with your tomgues : 
ongue, Your lips mut thew forch his praifes, Pfal.5i..5. 


Your rongue muft fing aloud of Gods righteouf- 
hefs and mercy, For this end God hath preferved 
you, Pfal, 30. 11. Thou halt turned for me my 
mourning 
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mourning iio dancing: thon haft puroff my. fack: 
cloath, and giraed ge wiih gladue{s. Vet.12.7¢ the 
end that my glory may fing praife to thee, and not be 
filem: O Lord my God, 1 will givetbanks unto thee 
forever. By | viory | David ineans his tongue ; 
The Tongue ische glory of aman, it being bis 
priviledge above all Creatures, with rhe tongue 
to form arsiculate words, having diftinction of 
found, for the communicating of the conceptions 
of his mind unto orhers. .. Thus.we fhould praife 
God by {peaking of his excellencies and per- 
fections of his nature, of his works and wales, 
of his dealings with us, of the danger he hath 
delivered us from, of che good he hath given to 
us, of rhe falvation he hach wroughr for us. 

2. You muft praife God with your Aeart a5 Heart. 
well as wich your congue; for as prayer for:mer- 
cy with che tongue, without the heart willnoc be 
profitable to ws, fo praifes with che tongue for 
mercy received, without the hearr, will not be 
acceptable unto God. To prarfe God with the heart, 
ts the very heart of our prarfes. Thus David, that 
before called upon his rongue to blefs God,, doth 
-alfo elfewhere call upon his foul to doit, Pfat. 
103.1. Biefs the Lord O my foul, and all that ws 
within me, ble[s his.bolyname. God dlefleth us, by 
giving good thingsunco us, Ephet.3, We biefs 
God, when we do thankfully acknowledge the 
good things we. receive from God.’ You matt 
then ftir up your foul, and aif chacis within you 
unto this great. work of praife for fo great Pree 
fervation. | ; 

3. Yon muft praife God in your fsves, and by 

| your 
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your works and converfations ; You mult not on- 
ly jpeak Gods praifes, but you mut live co his 
praifes you mult do ic wich fe, and in and by 


your life. Life'is che mercy call upon you to 


praife God for, and you mult do it by your life. 
You may praife God with your lips, and not with 
your hearts, but if you do indeed praife God 
with your heart, you will alfo do it by your life. 
If you will give thanks indeed, you mutt ive 
thanks. The belt rhanks-giving is thasks-aoing. 
Thus if you would be thankful for the life of your 
children, fliew ic by your religious care in their 
holy Education 3 That God might not fay-of you, 
I {pared fuch a mans Childrenin time of Plague, 
and afcerwards he brought them up to difhonour 
me, and to fin againft me ; if you would be 
thankful for your own life, then fay’ it outin holy 
walking with God. 


SECT. I. 
12 Argu- \ AV ies what Ateuments fhould the people 


ee he of God urge their own hearts thus ss 

EDL nae rongue, in heart and life, Co praife and glorifie 

life, God for his preferving of them ? Work your 
heare hereunto, with thefe following Arguments. 
Confider, 

i, Should not you thus praife God for your 
prefervacion from danger by che Plague, who did 
wsake this one of your Arguments to prevail with God 
by prayer 11 time of danger to preferve you £ Did nor 
you reafoa thus with God in ume of gt 5 ‘ 

or 
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deliver my foul, O fave me for thy mercies fake, for Ue 


in death there is no remembrance of thee ; inthe grave 


my bloud, when I go down into the pit ? Shall the dujft 


that go down into the pit cawnot hope for thy truth. 
The tiving, the living he fhall prafe thee, Were 
not thefe your pleadings at che throne of grace? 
And did not you promife to God, and purpofe 
in your heart, that if God would {pare you, you 
would celebrate his praifes ? And fhall nor there 
be a correfpondence betwixt your actions when 
you were in fears, and your actions, when your 
oreat danger ( by the Plague ) ts over ? 
2. Should not you thus praife God for your 
prefervation, Who have fuch examples for your 
pratlice, recorded in the Scripture. When Hezekiah 
had been fick and wasrecovered he fang forth 
the praifes of the Lord, J/z. 38.19,20, When 
David had been in dangerof death and was de- 
jivered, he deliberates wich himfelf whac he 
fhould rerurn and render tothe Lord, Pfal, 116. 
12,13 &C. What {hall l render tothe Lord, for all 
hus benefits towards me? 1 willtake the cup of Sal- 
vation, and will call upon the name of the Lord. 
Ver. 7. Iwill.cffer unto thee the facrifice of thanks- 
giving ——— For your imitation conficer Davids 
practice, ( 1.) He propounds a cafe of confci- 
ence, Since I was broughr low and the Lord 
hath helped me ; fince the forrows of dearh have 
compafled:me about,end God hath delivered me, 
What 


Lord lengthen out the life of thy fervant, O Lord Plal. 6.45 


i ; a nf fd ¥ J 77 ; 
sho {hall give thee thanks ? What profit us there 17 57) 


praife thee 2. Shall st declare thy truth? The grave 1% 94.8, 
cannot praifethee, death cauxot celebrate thee: They x9. 
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whoacfhall [render 2? What muftIl do?’ Wharre- 


turn muft I make? And he preffeth himfelf:to 
this by four forcible Arguments , .1n thefe words, 
for all bus beefs towards me. He confidered, 

Firft, Benefits received. Kindnetifes call for ac- 
knowledements ; fivours are obliginz.. We mutt 
give thanks in, and for afilictions, much more 
when we are delivered. I deferved judgments, 
but benefi:s have been my receipr. 

Secondly, The Asthor of them, |. His } bene- 
fits; Thekindneffes of men {thouild nor be for- 
sotren, much lefs the benefits of God. Your 
lifeis a benefir, and God is the Author 
of it, 7 

Thirdly, The Namber of them; [ All] his 
benefits; they were many, not a few. Three 
things are innumerable : 


Gods mercies to us, 2 
Out fins again{t God, Pfal. 40.5 12. 
The evils that good men futfer, S 


Fourthly, The Perfon to whom they were given: 
For all his benefits ro | me. | Hith God indeed 
given fuch mercy to me? Hath God continued 
life co me, fovile, fo unworthy, Oh what fhall I 
render? (2. ) He refolves this cafe propoun- 
ded; J willtake the Cup of {alvation ; I will offer 
the facrifice of praife. God hath taken from you 
(for the prefenc ) che Cup of death, which wasto 
fo many a Cup of trembling; he hath removed your 
Cup of affliction, and in{tead thereof hath given 
you a Cap of Coxfolation, and acup running over 
wich variety of mercies, and willnot you cake 
che Cap.of Salvation, and offer che Sacrifice of 
praife ? 
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j praife? Do you fee David (in the like cafe) fo 
} diligent and inquifitive what ro render, and fo 
| peremptory and refolute, to offer praife to God, 
| and will not you go and do likewife ? 


3+ Ls not this the nobleft work you can engage in, 


| to praifeGod, and to celebrare with chankfulnefs 


the greatnefs of his mercy and goodnefs? Iris 


| the work of Angels to be praifing God; and 
| When you take your flight into heaven, andare 
| perfectly removed from fin, forrow, fuffering, 


temptation, wants, you fhall do nothing elfe but 


| love, and praife, and admire God? And will you 
not in the mean while accuftome your felf to 


thacwork on earth, which fhall be your imploy- 
mentin heaven ? And will you not cake occafion 
hereunto, by fo great a mercy as God at fucka 
time as this hath vouchfafed you ? 

4.[s not God moft worthy of your highest and your 
heartieft praifes? You wete-not worthy of Gods 
mercies, you were not worthy of life, bur God 
1s worthy of the belt of your praifes, were they 
as perfect as che Hallelujahs of the Saints in hea- 
ven. God indeed is above all praife, Neh.g.5. 
But yet he is pleafed wich his peoples prailing of 
him. 

5. Will you praife the efficacy ef your Autidotes, 
and the skill of your able Phy fitran, by whofe help 
you have been ( under God) preferved: And 
will you not be much more in praifing of God, 
for your fafety, when without his bleffing all had 
been ineffectual? Will you praife the Inffrumenc 
and means, and fay, I had san able Doffor, and 
not the principal czufe of your prefervation, and 
fay, Thad a good God, 6. Will 
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6. Will not you praife God for his mercy to- 
wards you, no, not for your life, whens thu ws all 
that God reguireih at your hands, that you {hould 
be thankful for your lite, and chankfully improve 
ic for his glory >. Youcannoc make areguital, but 
God expeétech fome.rerurn 3 you cannot make a 
retalzation, but God looketh for fome retribation : 
And will not you think an alms ill beftowed up- 
on that beggar, chat will nor give you thanks ? 
And will not life be continued to the aggravation 
of your fin, if you are northankful for it? 

5. Is not this a duty that will well become you? A 
Chriftian doth then aét molt like a Chnftian 
when heis ptaifing God, i tongue, in heart, and 
life, Pfal.33.1,2. and 147.1. Pratfe ts comely for 
the-upright.. Three things are very comely, To 
weep as a Sinner, to walk as a Saimi, torejoyee 
asa Son. 

8, Will not.you give coGod the glory of his 
eferving providence, when if you donot, (that 
¢ Gods people ) none elfe will? The wicked that 
refpared, chey will wet, they cannot praife God 5 
they willdifhonourhim, they will {peak co Gods 
difhonour, and aé co Gods difhonour, fo thar 
if you do not ptaife God for his {paring fo many 
alive; none elfe will: And fhell God be with- 
out alichankful acknowledgments of his remem- 
bring mercy, in the midft of judgment? God 
forbid: That amongtt all the thoufands that are 
forred, there fhould be none found, making 
fome chankful rerurnco God. Thisnumber will 
be bar (mall ; amonglt che Tes Lepers that were 
e'eanfed there was but one found thankful. If you 
would 
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would not have God to lofe the glory of bis pro- 


vidence, then yox mult be the men that mutt ho- 
nour him for in Many wicked men were noc 
found praying to bepreferved, much lefs will chey 
be found pras/isg, when they are preferved. 

9. Have you more caufe to ble{s God for life thar 
others have, and yet willnot youdoic? Your life 
is more {weet and comfortable to you, than che 
lives of wicked men are, or can be, forafmuch as 
you have thofe comforts with life, and that Com- 
munion with God in life, that-wicked men have 
not : They live only a natural life, and have only 
the {weernefs of natural life, bue you with this 
life have alfo the comforts of an higher life, and 
yet will not you blefs God for ic? They are de- 
livered from the Grave fora while, but not from 
the wrath of God ree; from the Grave,;-but nor 
from the danger of hell roo, bat fo are you: 
And have you fo much caufe to blefs God for 
life, and will you want an_ heart _to_blefs 
him ? 

10. Is thu the moft effettaal way to have life 
continued to you, and yet will not you do it ? To 
have life continued willbe, to be thankful for 
it; elfe God ( finding you unthankful ) when 
the Plague is over, might commiffion death 


by fome other diftemper, to take chat from : 


you, which you would noc Be.‘ thankful 
for. 

11, Ls not lifethe fweeteft of all earthly mercies, 
and mere to be prized, and yet will xat yon be thank | 
full to God for st that hath [o fignally continued it | 
ante yon 2 Skis for skin, and all that a man hath 
he 
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he will give for his life: And yet will noc you 
give thanks to God for life 2. What earthly thing 
will:you be thankful for, ind whac mercy upon 
Bs | earth will you makerecurns to God: for, if not 
aie 126. Do yor finde anthackful Men placed a- 
mi) | mongft the greateft rank of finuers, and yet will yor 
eh ty be unthank ful? Unvhankful Perfons are numbred 
i among Blafphemers, Covetous, Difobedienc to 
Parents, fuch as are: withouc Natural. affection ; 
falfe Accufers; Defpilers of chofe chat are good , 
cs 2 Tim. 3.2, 3,45 avd, will you yer be un- 
aii thankful, and thar for your Life?» Thus, by chefe 
aii confidérattons’you {hould prefs your heart to give 
tH Praifes to God far this fo great Prefervation. 


H) SECTION Il 


an ih LN T iat is the courfe char thofe thac 
A |i aid remain,afrer this Judgment, fhould 


) aha take, co be thankful to God, and to render Prat= 
ia life, fesio him for the Prefervation of rhemfelves , 
7 and chofe of cheir Relations continued to chem? 

| Take thefe Rules. | 

i. 1, If you would render Thankes to Cod in 


\ Tongue, in Heart and L fe, for this Mercy» 
i then get a right qudgment of the worth and great- 
i wefs of the Mercy, that, you, and fome of yours 
i sre continued fret this Vifitation. . Thofe chat 
do not prize a Mercy, will never be thankful for 
ir: What a Mercy is life to yow, that are not 

yet 
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1H} yer affured of che love of God? Whaca Mercy 
> ff is life to you, thac are not yet cercain of che 
1 ff Salvation of your Soules? or, if you are fure of 
Heaven, yet is life to you a great Mercy ; thac 
you have time todo che Works thar God hath 
| appointed you to do. Confider alfo whaca Mer- 
' BH) cy ic is to have your Children continued, chac 
you may yet Inftrua& them, and Pray for chem ; 
| that you may fee Chrift formed in them before 
, you or they do die. 
| 
| 
| 


2. If you would be thankful for life, and 
have an heart corender Praifes to che Lord , for 


B) your own, and your Relations; confider, how wn- 
° B comfortable your Life had beex, had God continued 

B) you, and taken away your ueereft Relations; and , 
©. how snconsfortable your Life would have bees, had 
God continued them onely, and taken you away from 
| thems: You may confider while you live, the 
| Difcomforts of your Relations, and che for- 
| row of cheir hearts, if God had removed you 
| bydeach; Whacan uncomfortable #7idow would 
ff your W fe ( now ) have been? whit uncom- 
" B forcable Orphans would your Children | now | 
1 have been! You have enough before you, and 
§ amonglt you, thac are fad Inftances of this: O41, 
| confider chis , andic will be a meanes co Nake 
you thankful , and togive to God the Glory of 
) your Prefervation. 
3. Retain in your memory the greatne/s of this 


i 

| 

i 

| 

Mercy, when you have apprehended how great 
j : ICIS § a forgetful perfon will be an unthankful per- 

| fon: When David would have his Soul co biefs 

| God for his Mercy, he layes a charge upon him- 

| ! felf 

| 
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{elf not co fotger the Benefits he had received , 
Pfal. 103.2. Blefs the Lord, oh my Sonl, and 
forget not all his benefits: Record Gods Mercy 
ro you herein, and get it swsprinted on the Table 
of your heart: forgetfulnefs 1s a great hinde- 
rance toevery duty; as, fome Men forget their 
fins, and they will noc be-humbled for them: 
Some Men forget Gods Mercies , and they will 
not be thankful for chem: fome forget borh, and 
are neither penitent nor thankful. So, to remem=- 
ber fome things , andforget others, 1s very Inju- 
rious co Mens Soules 3 as, Some remember Gods 
Mercy, and forget their fins: and thefe prefumes 
Some remember cheir fins, and forger Gods 
Mercy : and chefe defpaire. . Bur, it 1s belt co 
remember both our, fins and Gods Mercy; the 
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one will make us humble, and che: other chank- 
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oloverany of thefe, your Relauons,or yout Life 
immoderarely, will-not..be to be thankful for 
thear, but to abufe them, and make Idols.of 
them: Leryour own, Life. and yout Relations 
have their’ allowance of your;dove j;bur, no 
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5. Pray toGod for « Praifing Thankful heart 
for this Mercy. God gives us all out Mercies, 
and God mutt giveus a Thankful heare for thefe 
Mercies , elfe we cannot give to God the giory 
of them: When you were in your danger you 
were afraid, leaft God fhould deny you life, 
when you Prayed unco him foric: bur, are you 
as aftaid, leaft you fhould not have an heare 
thankfully to improve'it , when he hath granted 
It unto you? You Prayed for life, now Pray to 
God to make you thankful , and thankfully to 
improve It. 

6. Labour to keep your Graces lively and vi- 
gorous : To Praife God iS -a lively Work, and a 
dull heare cannot do ic: You muft love God for 
his Mercy, if you would Praife him for his Mer- 
cy: You mu(t delight in God, if you would 
Praife him: the more lively your graces are, the 
more fweet and comfortable your Life will be; 
and, the more comfort you have in life, the 

more your heart will he engaged to give God 
che glory of it: and fo fhall you be found amongft 
thofe few that do endeavour co live in fome 
meafure an{werably to fo great a Mercy , as Pre- 
fervation from the erave, inatimeof Plague. 
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